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An example of ex situ and in situ 

integration – Sztumski and Sokólski type of 

cold-blooded horses
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Conservation programs for the Sokólski and Sztumski horses were launched in 2008. 

2008: 339 Sokólski mares (134 herds) and 228 Sztumski mares (83 herds) 

Sokólski  mare Sztumski mare



Number of Sokolski and Sztumski mares participating in Animal Genetic 
Resources Conservation Programs from 2008 to 2026
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➢ 2008–2022: continuous growth in 

programme population

➢ From 2025: no new herds outside historical 

regions

➢ Outside Herds: required proof of horse 

utilization



Regions of historical origin of two types of cold-blooded horses: 
the Sztumski and Sokólski types

Sztumski type Sokólski type

➢ Herds located within the area of historical origin are considered as in situ conservation,

whereas all herds kept outside this region may be assumed as ex situ in vivo conservation.



A condition for participation in the program as a cooperating 
herd is the documentation of the use of horses in:

➢ agricultural work, logging

➢ in tourism and recreation

➢ folklore events

➢ to maintain the environment

➢ as an accompanying animal

➢ in food production (milk, meat)

➢ transport of people and goods

➢ in hippotherapy



Working in Agriculture and forests



Celebrating holidays as a part of local tradition 



The milk production

Soap with 
Mare’s Milk



Summary

➢Herds located within their historical areas of origin are classified as in

situ conservation, while herds maintained outside these regions are

considered ex situ in vivo conservation.

➢The best protection for endangered breeds is their utilisation, as it

ensures not only the maintenance of adequate population size but also

provides economic motivation for breeders and preserves valuable

adaptive and functional traits.

➢Promotion of native breeds and their utilization helps raise public

awareness about the importance of conserving these resources for

future generations.
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