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Spanish national Plan AnGR: 
Tools and achievements

General Assembly ERFP
Hamburg
5th September 2026

Montse Castellanos Moncho
S.G means of Livestock production
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

OUTLINE

1. Implementation of national programs for
conservation, improvement and promotion of
breeds: Several type of tools

2. Role of breeder associations and breeding
programs

3. International framework

4. Spanish horizontal instruments

5. Strategic priorities: Specific tools and
achievements
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Implementation of national program : several tools

SECTOR –BREED 
ASSOCIATIONS/

GOVERNAMENTAL

TOOLS

(PUBLIC/PRIVATE)

INTERNATIONAL/ 
NATIONAL HORIZONTAL/SPECIFIC 

TOOLS

MATERIAL/HUMAN 
TOOLS

THIRD PARTIES TOOLS 
(genetic &reproduction

Centres)

MAIN TOOL: FARMERS

SUCCESS KEY: USE THE AVAILABLE TOOLS!!!!

Connection, sinergies and complementarity of all these tools to optimize 
and be effective and efficience in the actions

¡¡ HOLISTIC APPROACH!!

Breeder association tools

BREEDING 
PROGRAM

Catalogues 
with

Breeding 
values

By-laws

Internal 
rules

Staff

Webs

Social 
networks

Data 
bases

Innovation
projects

Reseach

New 
techniques

Digital 
and 

material 
tools

Genetic
Centres

Reproduction
Centres

genbanks

Genetic
laboratories

+ Third parties and 
centres of support
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EU
ANIMAL BREEDING REGULATION 
+other policies

DADIS
EFABIS

European 
strategy AnGR

GPA

Interlaken Declaration

SDG 2.5.1 y 2.5.2

Agroenvironmental measures

International Horizontal tools: Global/EU framework

Rules and certificates for exchanges and importation

Official Control

Rules and requirements for associations, farmers, 
breeding programs (herd books, performance, genetic

evaluation, reproduccion e identificación)

Recognition of breeder associations
and approval of breeding programs

Reference 
Centres

Third Parties
Genetic&reproduction

Centres  

EU specific tool:Animal breeding Regulation

Interbull/II
CAR
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A.ZOOTECHNICAL

REGULATIONS 
AND LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK

B.NATIONAL 
SYSTEM FOR 

INFORMATION OF 
ANIMAL BREEDS 

(ARCA)

C.NATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR 
ANIMAL BREEDS

D.NATIONAL PLAN 
FOR CONTROL OF 

ALL BREED 
OPERATORS

Spanish Horizontal instruments

National Focal Point AnGR
SGMPG (Ministry Agriculture) 
Zootechnical Area: Staff

OTHER 
NATIONAL 

ZOOTECHNICAL 
LEGISLATION

LAW 30/2022-
INFRINGEMENT

S AND 
PENALTIES

Royal Decree 
45/2019: EU 

animal 
breeding

regulation+ 
National
program

conservation
breeds

A.Spanish Horizontal tools: Legal framework

Central and 
harmonised
program with
distribution of 
competences
(updating 2009 
program)
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D
A
D-
IS

Molecular 
genetic 

laboratories

Genetic 
evaluation 

centres

Milk 
recording 
entities

society, breed 
inspectors, 
research 

institutions. UE

Germinal 
product 

stablishments 
and genbanks 

BREEDER
SOCIETIES 

Autonomous 
Regions

B. Main Spanish Horizontal tool: ARCA

Traceability 
systems

STATIC AND DINAMIC 
INFORMATION 
UPDATED ANNUALLY

IDENTIFICATION

REGISTER OF 
ANIMALS AND 
HOLDINGS

CONTROL OF 
MOVEMENTS

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/zootecnia/razas-ganaderas/

DAD-IS

Breeding program 
Indicators for subsidies

National system

Interadministrative body for coordination and collaboration

Guidelines, discussions and 
resolutions of problems with
breeds, associations and regions

APPROVAL OF 
PROTOCOLS FOR 
RECOGNITION OF 
BREEDS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS

Approval of National
Plan Official Control

C. Spanish Horizontal instruments:National
commission for zootechnics
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Control to rest of 
operators:
• Reproducción  Centres
• Third parties: Genetic

evaluation
centres,Reproductin
centres, farmers

Control to
associations

Ministry of Agricultures, fisheries and Food: 
56 National associations

Autonomous Regions: 115 Regional associations

MAPA: Control to National Centres
Coordination and collaboration

Autonomous Regions

Frecuency, risks and procedures, training courses

PLAN NACIONAL DE CONTROL CON 9 ANEXOS

D.Spanish Horizontal instruments: Official
control plan 

+ 9 annexes with check lists

MEASURES

1. Inventory production, definition of 
characterization and classification of breeds 
(Area 1)

2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and 
livestock improvement (Area 2 & 3)

3. Animal reproduction&genetics (Area 2 & 3)

4. Programmes for institutional development, 
coordination& capacity creation (Area 4)

5. Management and diffusion of the 
information (Area 1, 2, 3, 4)

6. Sustainable use and alternative routes for 
profitability of the breeds and their products 
(Area 4)

7. Funding (Area 4)

Area 1: characterization, 
inventory and monitoring of 
trends and associated risks

Area 2: sustainable use and
development

Area 3: Conservation

Area 4: policies, institutions
and capacity building

Spanish strategic priorities

Aligned priorities but more 
specific classification in Spain

FAO strategic priorities

Vs.s

Strategic priorities of national Plan
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SP1. Inventory, definition of characterization 
and classification of breeds

• Official Catalogue of Livestock Breeds for monitoring

• Annual updating of National System

• National Alert System

• Approved Protocols for inclusion of breeds and risk
classification

SPANISH NATIONAL CATALOGUE OF BREEDS AND VARITIES

Total
Otras especies 

camello conejos
AviarAsnalCaballarPorcinoCaprinoOvinoBovinoBREEDS

1800012384
AUTOCHTONOUS
BREEDS (IN
EXPANSION)

1481  +  22261510193637
AUTOCHTONOUES
BREEDS IN
DANGER

2000044066
INTEGRATED
BREEDS

200010010OTHERS

18832262116225147Total

166 AUTOCHTONOUS BREEDS En discussion            ??
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BREEDER NETWORK
• 171 Recognized Breed 
Societies: Comprising 56 
national and 115 regional 
associations.
Two national Federations
-Federapes
-RFEAGAS:collaborator
entity for zootechnics and 
subsidies
• 168 Approved Breeding 
Programs
• 4 Assessment Protocols:
Standardized systems for 
milk, meat, horse 
performance selection, and 
genetic conservation.

PERFORMANCE 
CONTROL

• National Milk
Recording:
Underpinned by 33
authorized entities
(RD 663/2023).

•Performance
Evaluation:
Supported by testing
stations, cutting
premises
slaughterhouses for
performance data.

•Horse
Performance
Annual calendars
approving 74
performance tests.

GENETIC 
PROGRESS

• TSE Resistance:
National Program 
backed by the specific 
ARIES database

• New Technologies:

Development of 
genomics and advanced 
genetic techniques 
across most livestock 
species

SP2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and 
livestock improvement

• Genetic Evaluation 
Catalogues:
1 catalogue published 
per year per breed.

Fuente: CCAA

SP2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and 
livestock improvement: achievements

Evolution of nº females in milk recording (2014-2024)
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SP2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and 
livestock improvement: achievements

Dic 2025: 114,028 registered farms with purebred animals in breeding programs 
(ARCA)

SP2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and 
livestock improvement: achievements

Dic 2025: 4,868,375 registered purebred animals in breeding programs (ARCA)
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SP2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and 
livestock improvement: achievements

Dic 2025: 1,946,356 genetic evaluated animals in breeding programs (ARCA)

40% of purebred animals have been genetically evaluated

SP2. Promotion of rearing of pure breeds and livestock 
improvement: Achievements

Evolution of genotypes gen PrP for TSE Resistence

4,707,993 sheep genotyped for PrP in 
ARIES Databases  to drive resistance.
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REPRODUCTION & 
CONSERVATION NETWORKS

• Reproduction Centers:
396 authorized and officially 
registered centers operating 
under National Legislation.
• Network of genbanks and 
national genbank :
36 registered genbanks with 
derogations to sanitary 
requirements for national 
commercialization (RD 
429/2022).
• EUGENA Integration:
15 Spanish centers are 
integrated with 3,477,081 
samples.

SCIENTIFIC & ANALYSIS 
SUPPORT

• Molecular Laboratories:
27 authorized and officially 
registered molecular genetic 
laboratories across Spain.
• National Reference 
Centre for genetics:
Algete serves as the leading 
scientific reference hub.
• Scientific Partnership:
Contract with UEECA to 
provide scientific support and 
back technical decisions.
• Sector R+D+i:
Continuous collaborative 
research and innovation 
studies with sector.

SP3. Reproduction and genetics

- 176 for Semen collection
- 62 for storage
- 28 embryos production
- 44 collection embryos
- 12 transformation
- 74 distributors

396
Reproduction
Centres

SP3. Reproduction and genetics

- porcine: 14.961.831 
- Bovine: 2.074.151 
- Ovine: 137.217 
- Caprine: 21.980
- horses: 21.835 
- donkey: 1.463 
- poultry: 0 
- Rabbit: 1.456.282 

18.674.759Nº dosis
produced
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- Porcine: 382 
- Bovine: 

10.080 
- Ovine: 61 
- Caprine: 642 
- Equine: 74 
- Donkey:0 
- Rabbit: 0

11.239Embryos
produced

SP3. Reproduction and genetics

- Porcine: 47.891
- Bovine: 

7.585.838 
- Ovine: 1.778.496 
- Caprine: 455.108 
- Horses: 75.232 
- Donkeys: 2.214 
- Poultry: 9.322 

9.964.101Storage of 
samples
in genbanks

Nº breeds
with
samples
in 
genbanksSPECIE

14Porcine

46Bovine

51Ovine

19Caprine

19Horses

5Donkey

6Poultry

160Total

160 breeds out of 188 of national 
catalogue with samples in genbanks

Genbanks situation in Spain according to SDG

23,53% SDG 2.5.1.1** (1)

70%SDG 2.5.2** (2)

23 % breeds with complete collection in genbanks

SP3. Reproduction and genetics
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SP3. Reproduction and genetics. 

National Germoplasm Bank (IMIDRA-Madrid,Colmenar Viejo)
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

86 agreements with breeder associations and regions to storage the 
duplication of samples: 127.486 semen straws of 1.663 donors of 82 
breeds+ 491 bovine embryos (january 2026)

Evolution of nº samples in national genbank

SUPERVISION 
&COORDINATION& 
INTEROPERABILITY

• Official Inspectorate:
42 breed inspectors appointed at 
national level + regional inspectors.

• Inspector Role:
Provide technical support, monitor 
breeding programs, and verify 
compliance indicators for subsidies.

• National Commission:
Central body for coordination 

Interoperability data bases

DEVELOPMENT, 
EDUCATION & GLOBAL 

ALIGNMENT
• International Framework:
Aligned entities (SCZ, FAO, ERFP,
ICAR, EAAP…).

• Reference Centre:
EXPASA is national Reference Centre
for the horse sector.

• Capacity Creation:
Training programmes, education
courses, joint meetings, procedures,
and manuals.

• Synergistic Agreements:
Contracts with other involved
entities to build cross-sector
engagement.

SP4. programmes for institutional development, 
coordination and capacity creation.
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SP5. Management and diffusion of the information

MAIN SOURCE: NATIONAL SYSTEM ARCA

 Official approved of programs for 
diffusion (A.I, calendary of 
Livestock events shows, 
competitions, promotional and sales 
programs)

 Innovation projects

FROM BREDER 
ASSOCIATIONS

• Promotional and Advertising 
campaigns

• Photo Exhibition and fairs (turism, 
food..)

FROM GOVERNMENTS

publications+websites
Social networks
promotional events

Goverment campaing: promotion of breeds and logo 100% AB in the 
countryside and the city from schools to all food chain

Social networks: 
gastronomy influencers

Livestock Fairs,International Food and turism Fairs (FITUR), Madrid Gourmet, Meat 
attraction, International Cheese Festival

SP5. Management and diffusion of the information
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QUALITY 
DESIGNATIONS

• DOP/IGP
Registers:
74 registered agrifood
quality designations
(P.G.I.,P.D.O.,T.E.G.,
Organic). 80% mention
the racial origin

• 100% 
Autochthonous 
Breed:
83 approved terms and 
conditions

VALORISATION 
PROGRAMS

• Ecosystem 
Protection:
Programs linked to 
culture, gastronomy 
and tourism

• Circular 
economy: i.e
commercial recovery 
and use of wool

• Paradores
Agreement: 
Strategic commercial 
contract with state-run 
hotels ('Paradores') 

SUSTAINABILITY 
& INNOVATION

• Sustainable 
Breeding:
Actions for long-term 
ecological and economic 
sustainability in BP

• Rural Development:
Agro-env.measures.

• AEI-Agri 
Operational Groups
and research:
Based on breeds and 
quality products to 
stimulate use and 
profitability.

SP6. Sustainable use and alternative ways for 
profitability of the breeds and their products

31
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CURRENT SITUATION:USE OF LOGO

Annual report of 
Logo

83 breeds out of 166 breeds of national Catalogue

SP6. Sustainable use and alternative ways for 
profitability of the breeds and their products
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Evolution of  the logo implementation

SP6. Sustainable use and alternative ways for 
profitability of the breeds and their products
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https://livestockgeneticsfromspain.com/

LOCAL HUB: market place-digital platform to promote the 
commerce of products 100% logo autochtonous and connect 
farmers to comsumers

LGFS is the place to promote commercial network between 
different actors of animal genetics and reference channel for 
information on the different Spanish purebred genetics. 

Key:Common efforts and sinergies between actors
Projects managed by RFEAGAS open to  all breeder associations

SP6. Sustainable use and alternative ways for 
profitability: some examples from sector initiatives

Context: AEI-AGRI:

MEASURES

SP7. Funding: EU, national and regional budget

4.750.000 €
Centralized subsidies for national breeder
associations

1.450.000 €Milk performanceMinistry subsidies 
distributed to regions

1.450.000 €
Regional endangered breed
associations

285.000 €
Agreement Ministry- RFEAGAS as collaborating
entity for zootechnical activities and distribution of 
subsidies

National Funds from Ministry Budget in year 2025

-Other subsidies and support from other public and private entities

-Direct subsidies to farmers: CAP for endangered breeds managed directly
by Spain's regional governments.

-CAP Coupled Income Support: 10% extra coupled support allocated for
native beef suckler cows ( €3.1M to secure farming viability in 2025).

-Breeder Association Subsidies: CAP + national funds supporting breeding
programs, genbanks and logo 100% AB.
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Subvenciones MAPA a asociaciones de CCAA

National subsidies from Ministry Budget along years

SP7. Funding

Subsidies to national associations
Subsidies to regional associations

Subsidies to milk recording entities

Similar Ministry budget 
for funding from 2013

While the system is solid and reliable with many available tools
and subsidies, the breeding programs have got positive results
(in a context of decresing trends in holdings and livestock
population) but most breeds are still in danger….

So, long-term sustainability of breeds and efficient breeding
programs require:
- Deeper cooperation, integration and sinergies between

actors and centres
- More Innovative actions for competitiveness to the market
- Shared resources (material and human)
- Assesments and prioritizacion of actions

Still a long way tu run… 

FINAL KEY MESSAGE
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