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The Importance of Native Horse Breeds

Native horse breeds have a long history and are more or less purebred.

Breeding work focuses on small populations, with efforts to avoid inbreeding.

Exchange of information and best practices is vital for success across countries.

A common strategy could promote the value of native horse breeds, supporting 

breeders, sport associations, and tourism.

Baltic Sea region and Northern Europe

Horse 

breeds Country

1Faroe Islands
1Finland
1Iceland
3Latvia
3Denmark
3Estonia
3Lithuania
4Sweden
4Ireland
4Norway

7+4Poland
17UK
5112

WORLDWIDE - 12 COUNTRIES

Nordland/Lyngen horse (Norway)

Faroese horse

Žemaitukai horse 
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Classification of 
Horse Varieties 
Based on Size 

and Functionality

Horse diversity categorized:

• Leisure Horses: Breeds primarily bred for recreational riding and 
companionship.

• Draught Horses: Larger breeds specifically developed for heavy 
labor, such as pulling plows and carts.

• Coach/Riding Horses: Horses suited for both driving and riding, 
often utilized in recreational activities and transportation.

• Medium-Sized Work Horses: Horses that are versatile enough 
for both light work and leisure activities.

• Trotters: Breeds characterized by their ability to perform a 
specific gait (trot), commonly used in harness racing.

• Driving and Riding Horses: Horses bred for versatility in both 
riding and driving tasks.

• Small Work Horses: Compact breeds ideal for lighter tasks, such 
as small farm work or transportation of goods.

• Universal Small Riding Horses: Breeds that combine the 
attributes of riding and light work capabilities, often favored for 
their adaptability.

Population size –
breeding females
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In Iceland: 78K,
Other countries: 195K
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Diversity within the 

breeds are key to 
protecting small 

population or breeds

• Recommendation:

• Clearly distinguish between different breed types by detailing 
their internal varieties. 

• Separate assessment of their risk status, type, and other 
important characteristics.

?

How to properly 
calculate the 
efficiency indicator 
in a horse?
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