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Background

➢ in the beginning of XX century in Poland local type of cold-blooded horses was used for working 

purposes: in  agriculture, army, and city transport;

➢after II World War, with mechanization of agriculture the significance and number of working horse 

decreased;



➢since the 1990’s under the influence of movements related to environmental and biodiversity 

protection, appeared the necessity to preserve typical features of local breeds;

Sokólski breed mares with foals Sokólski breed stallion



➢ In 2008 has been created two Genetic Resources Conservation Programs for  Sztumski and 

Sokólski types cold-blooded horses. 

Sztumski breed mares with foals Sztumski breed stallion



Number of Sokolski and Sztumski horses  participating in  Animal Genetic Resources 
Conservation Programs from 2008 to 2024 
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Cold-blooded horses (draught) are very versatile animals and can be used in many ways:

➢ agricultural work, logging

➢ in tourism and recreation

➢ folklore events

➢ to maintain the environment

➢ as an accompanying animal

➢ in food production (milk, meat)

➢ transport of people and goods

➢ in hippotherapy



Agricultural work: plowing, logging

Cold-blooded horses have
historically been the backbone of
agriculture, especially before
mechanization. Today, they're still
incredibly valuable in farming,
particularly in difficult mountain
conditions



• Horse-drawn carriage rides
• celebrating harvest holidays as a part 

of local tradition 



Leisure time activities, 
spending time with family 

and friends



timber skidding 
competition

horse-drawn 
carriage plowing
competition

cold-blooded 
horse festival

19 October 2024 22 September 2024 21-22 September 2024



Equestrian shows



The winter time



The gentle nature of cold-blooded horses makes them 
perfect for riding and hippotherapy.



The milk production

mare's milk soaps
handmade



Source: Przegląd hodowlany no. 6/2023

The meat production



Folklore events with a 
long tradition



Message to take home:

➢Horses qualified for the conservation program are a genetic reserve.

➢It is very important to promote the use of horses in a way that responds to 

changes in our environment and changes in human needs.

➢Hippotherapy, horseback riding, and agritourism can provide opportunities for 

business growth and employment for young people. 

➢This promotes the sustainable use of genetic resources and raises awareness 

among people about the importance of the conservation of animal genetic 

resources.



Thank you for your attention


