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ERFP Ad Hoc Action:

Network for small native horse 
breeds in the Baltic Sea region and 

Northern Europe

Rūta Šveistienė, Animal Science Institute, Lithuanian University of Health Sciences

ERFP 2024-04-23

Baltic Sea region and Northern Europe (46 breeds)
Horse 

breeds Country of origin

1Faroe Islands
1Finland
1France/Belgium (Swedish Ardenner)

1Iceland
1Latvia
3Denmark
3Estonia
3Lithuania
3Sweden
4Ireland
4Norway
7Poland

14UK

Worldwide - 11 countries
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1st. Questionnaire – Results
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Small native horse breeds

Nordland/Lyngen horse (Norway)

Faroese horse

Dole horseFinn horse

Žemaitukai horse 

Population size – females and foals per year
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Jutland Horse
Frederiksborg Horse

Knabstrupper Horse
Estonian Native

Estonian Draught

Tori

Faroese Horse

Finnhorse

Swedish Ardenner

Icelandic Horse

Connemara Pony

Irish Cob

Irish Draught

Kerry Bog Pony

Latvian horse

Žemaitukai

Large type Žemaitukai

Lithuanian Heavy Draught horse

Dole Horse

Norwegian Fjord Horse

Nordland /Lyngen Horse
Norwegian Coldblooded trotter

Gotland Pony
North Swedish workhorse

Swedish Coldblooded trotter
Cleveland Bay Horse

Dales Pony

Eriskay Pony

Exmoor Pony

Hackney Horse and Pony

Suffolk Horse

Clydesdale Horse

Dartmoor Pony

Fell Pony

Highland Pony

New Forest Pony

Shire Horse

Shetland Pony

Welsh Pony and Cob (all sections)

Polish Konik

Hucul Horse

Silesian Horse

Wielkopolski Horse

Malopolski Horse
Sokolski Type Coldblooded

Sztumski Type Coldblooded

In Iceland: 78K, 
Other countries: 

195K

Faroese Horse:
90/10 breeding

female
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StatusTypePopulationBreed
Not at riskPony

19000 (500 work horse 
type)

Finnhorse At riskWork
Not at riskRiding
Not at riskTrot

FemalesTypeFemalesBreed
1359Welsh Cob (Section D)

1431Welsh Mountain Pony (Section A)Welsh Pony and

Cob (all sections) 417Welsh Pony (Section B)3905
698Welsh Pony of Cob Type (Section C)

Genetic variability
monitoring data 

„Žemaičiu“ 2 different types

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

1967 1969 1971 1973 1975 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2016 2018 2020 2022

Large type Žemaitukai Žemaitukai

Žemaitukai – native breed known from VI c. Large type žemaitukai – breed XX c.
Žemaitukai x North Swedish/Orlov trotters
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