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What is Intangible Cultural Heritage

Traditional, contemporary and living: not only 

inherited traditions from the past but also contemporary rural 
and urban practices

Inclusive: contributes to social cohesion, 

encouraging a sense of identity and responsibility

Representative: thrives on its 

basis in communities. Skills and 

customs are passed, from generation 
to generation,Community-based: recognized as 

such by the communities, groups or 

individuals that create, maintain and transmit 
it



Thelongjourneytowardsthe declarationof
Transhumanceas a WorldHeritageSite

Å1992: Concejo de la Mesta, Cantabria, Spain, (In 1273King Alfonso X, the Wise, createdthe first management
entity. A cattlebreeders' association, calledHonrado Concejo de la Mesta, until 1836).

Å1992: League for Pastoral People and EndogenousLivestockDevelopment, Germany

άPastoral peoplesέ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻƴ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ usually do not 
own landΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ άcommon property resourcesέ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
world where the potential for crop cultivation is limited due to lack of rainfall, steep terrain or extreme 
temperatures.

Å1993-1996: First EU financed Life Project on Transhumance, which helped the adoption of the law in Spain

Å1995: TranshumancePathsLaw, Spain: TheDrovesare publicpropertiesof the AutonomousCommunitiesand 
consequently: inalienable, imprescriptible and non-seizable.

Å1997: Maisonde la Transhumance, Merle - Provence, France

Å1997: Transhumanciay Naturaleza, Cantabria, Spain

ÅSeptember2006: Virtual Museumof EuropeanTranshumance: UnivChieti (Italy), UnivValladolid (Spain), Univ
Lubiana(Croatia), UnivCa Foscari Venezia(Italy), MaisonTranshumance(France)



Spain:          Since1994 flockswalk againon theά/ŀƷŀŘŀ wŜŀƭέ of Madrid

Transhumancepassing through the
very centre of Madrid 2019

Raising awareness of the importance
of Transhumance

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50115974
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Fiesta de la Trashumancia of Madrid 
2022

As youcan appreciatein the picturesin this occasion
there wereabout1 million peoplealongthe 3 km 
the sheepflock is walkingbetweenCasa de Campo 
and the Plaza de Cibeles, 

It exploits a medieval rule which allows shepherds 
the right to cut through the city with their animals.

Every year, a nominal fee is paid in exchange for the 
safe passage of the animals, in a ceremony between 
the mayor and the chief herdsman at the city hall.

Thishonoursa 1418 agreement with the city's 
council where the price of 50maravedísal 
millar (50 coins per thousand heads of livestock) was 
set for the animal traffic.



Sept 2007: Representantes de Nómadas de todo el mundopasan por Madrid, en 
ƻŎŀǎƛƽƴ ŘŜƭ ά/ƻƴǾŜƴƛƻ ŎƻƴǘǊŀ ƭŀ 5ŜǎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀŎƛƽƴέ

September2007 the 1st World Meeting of Nomadicand TranshumantShepherds(Segovia-Spain)

Representatives of WAMIP (World Alliance of Mobile IndigenousPeoples) from all over the world cameto
Madrid- SPAIN, in occasionof the COP 8 "ConventionAgainstDesertification" 



Thelongjourneytowardsthe declarationof 
Transhumanceas a WorldHeritageSite

Å2007 CORAM, Associationfor the Developmentof Local Breedsin the mainmountainsof France (Alps, 
Pyrenees, Corsica...etc).

ÅSeptember2007, Meyrueis, Lozère, France Mediterraneanagropastoralcultural landscapes, 44 participants, 
representing9 countriesof the Mediterraneanbasin, as well as UNESCO, ICOMOS, IUCN,

Å2008 Meeting of LAG(Local Action Groups)LǘŀƭȅΣ !ƭōŀƴƛŀΣ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΣ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ DǊŜŜŎŜΣ tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭΣ {ǿŜŘŜƴΧΧ

ÅNovember2009 Tirana Albania. MediterraneanPastoralism: Cultural and landscapeheritageand sustainable
development, Mediterraneancountries. UNESCO, ICOMOS

ÅOct 2012: Montpellier (France) International Meeting on the Cultural Landscapesof Agropastoralism: 
Experiencesof the Caussesand the Cévennesand cooperationwith the countriesof the Mediterraneanbasin. 
UNESCO

ÅSept 2013: Creationof MedConsortium, betweenSpain, Portugal, Greece, Turkey, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Lebanon, Jordanand Syria



Thelongjourneytowardsthe declarationof 
Transhumanceas a WorldHeritageSite

Å2013: White Paperon Transhumancein Spain

Å2013: Creationof the "Plataforma Ganadería Extensiva España" (Spanish
Extensive LivestockPlatform)

Å2015 EuropeanShepherdsNetwork ςDeclarationof Koblenz(Germany)

ÅSept 2016 : Rencontredu RéseauEuropéendes Berger à Saint Flour

ÅNov 2016: Creationof Ganaderas en Red

Å2017 : Creationof Rete italiana dellaPastoriziaAppia

ÅMarch 2018:  Firstpresentationof a Dossier for Transhumanceas UNESCO 
Inmaterial Cultural Heritage(Italy, Austria and Greece)



Firstmajormilestonesto supportPastoralismand TranshumanceWorldwide

11 Dicember2019 in Bogotá: 
Declarationof Transhumance"Intangible Cultural Heritageof 

Humanity" UNESCO 

(Countries: Austria, Greeceand Italy) 

5 Dic 2023 Kasane:  2nd RecognitionTranshumanceUNESCO ICH:
Albania, Andorra, Croatia, France, Luxembourg, Romania and  Spain

+ first three countries

This enlargement is the undeniable proof illustrating the encouraging and multiplying effect of the first inscription. In less than 
two years, it encouraged numerous States Parties to identify Transhumance as a part of their cultural heritage



For the first 
time a sheep 

flock 
transhumingon 

the Champs 
Élyséees

Shepherd 
Olivier Maurin

(centre) has 
brought his 

Flock through 
Paris

In the fair Meeting of the
International SteeringCommittee
for Nominationof Transhumance

UNESCO ICH with FAO and 
Mongolia

Paris March 2022,      on the occasionof the International AgricultureFair

Great mediaticimpact


