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The west part of Old Mountain is in East Serbia, the rest is in
Republic of Bulgaria
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The Old Mountain is
Natural Park from 1997

(MOfficial Gazette of RS”, No.
19/97).

agrobiodiversity
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A lot of autochthonous breeds
are breeding on the Old Mountain:
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In the past, the existence of the population of
the Old Mountain depended on an extensive
livestock and gathering economy in the higher
regions and farming in the valleys and lower
regions.

o Traditional livestock is dying in the
mountains of Serbia, Old Mountain is one
of its last refuges.

¢ In the second half of the 20th century,
grasslands in the Ilower parts of the
mountain were used for grazing , in
the higher rocky parts for grazing .
and in the highest parts for grazing
and cattle.
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The three-zone way
of keeping animal
remained in the

area of Old
Mountain. It

represents a
specific way of
semi-nomadic
livestock breeding,
which follows the
seasonal changes
in the vegetation
vertically - above

sea level.

R T

and
moving in a restricted area closer to
the villages, can cause erosion in
the pastures and nitrification of soil.

on higher pastures
can lead to the penetration of
invasive species (juniper, blueberry)
which reduces the number of plant
species and loses the economic
value of pastures (reduction of
biodiversity).

June 2022
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The system relies on winter-spring
grazing in the valleys and daily
migrations to meadows in the
deciduous forest zone in the spring,
and then moving the herd to high
mountain pastures and withdrawing
herds through meadows in autumn.
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.. the quality of autochthonous animal products

milk products:
— old mountain hard cheese (kackavalj),
— lard (maslo) and green cheese (urda),
— white cheese, acid milk

production of lamb, goatling, beef meat and
the meat of autochthonous pigs from

wool products (Pirot rug, clothing items,
woolen covers etc.

- Good landscape management
- Protect agrobiodiversity
- Very useful for organic production

- Low cost
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THE LAST ACTIVE DAIRY FACTORY IN THE NATURE PARK
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The Pirot carpet from the wool of Pirot sheep
with beautiful ornaments and colors.
N
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REGIONAL FAIR OF AUTOCHTHONOUS BREEDS AND RURAL HERITAGE
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Thank you
for your attention

Photos: Suzana Pordevi¢-Milosevic,
Srdan Stojanovic




