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Local breeds landscape management

Local breeds conservation on Stara 
Planina (Old Mountain, Western Balkan), 

Serbia

The west part of Old Mountain is in East Serbia, the rest is in 

Republic of Bulgaria
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The Old Mountain is

Natural Park from 1997

(“Official Gazette of RS”, No.

19/97).

Old Mountain is rich by:

geological diversity

agrobiodiversity

3

4



ERFP In situ Working Group June 2022

3

Pirot sheep

Domestic mountain pony

Busha 

cattle

A lot of autochthonous breeds
are breeding on the Old Mountain:

Balkan donkey

Domestic buffalo

Karakachan sheep
Mangalitsa pig Balkan goat and 

Bardoka sheep

Domestic White goat
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In the past, the existence of the population of

the Old Mountain depended on an extensive

livestock and gathering economy in the higher

regions and farming in the valleys and lower

regions.

 Traditional livestock is dying in the
mountains of Serbia, Old Mountain is one
of its last refuges.

 In the second half of the 20th century,
grasslands in the lower parts of the
mountain were used for grazing cows, in
the higher rocky parts for grazing goats,
and in the highest parts for grazing sheep
and cattle.

7

8



ERFP In situ Working Group June 2022

5

A reduced number of animals and

moving in a restricted area closer to

the villages, can cause erosion in

the pastures and nitrification of soil.

Lack of grazing on higher pastures

can lead to the penetration of

invasive species (juniper, blueberry)

which reduces the number of plant

species and loses the economic

value of pastures (reduction of

biodiversity).

Stara Pl.

Južna
Srbija

Istočna 
Srbija

7

Traditional 

Livestock 

Production system

The three-zone way 
of keeping animal 
remained in the 
area of Old 
Mountain. It 
represents a 
specific way of 
semi-nomadic 
livestock breeding, 
which follows the 
seasonal changes 
in the vegetation 
vertically - above 
sea level. 
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The system relies on winter-spring
grazing in the valleys and daily
migrations to meadows in the
deciduous forest zone in the spring,
and then moving the herd to high
mountain pastures and withdrawing
herds through meadows in autumn.

Sistem se oslanja na 

- zimsko-prolećnu 
ispašu u dolinama i 

- dnevne migracije na 
livade kombinovanog 
načina korišćenja u 
zoni listopadnih šuma 
u proleće do 
Đurđevdana, a zatim

- seljenje stada na 
visokoplaninske 
pašnjake sa ili bez 
stacionarnog držanja 
na visokoplaninskim 
trlima i ispašom na 
pašnjacima u zoni 
mešovite i četinarske 
šume i iznad njene 
granice. 

- Jesenje povlačenje 
stada preko livada 

Đurđevdan

Dolinski travnjaci. Seoske utrine.
Strnjišta i ruderalna staništa

Srednje planinski travnjaci 
kombinovanog korišćenja –

1. spaša do Đurđevdana
2. kasna kosidba oko Petrovdana

3. Ispaša na otavi ili retko druga kosidba
oko prvog snega

Visokoplaninski
pašnjaci sa visokim 
udelom Nardusa, 
česta snažna invazija 
kleke, borovnice itd.

U obe varijante
sa prvim snegom

Dnevne 
vertikalne 
migracije
od kopnjenja
snega

Dnevne horizontalne migracije
tokom cele letnje sezone

900 m.n.v

1200 m.n.v

1600 m.n.v

Varijanta 2 –
mala seoska 

Stada sa rotacijom
Ovčarenja - dnevne 

Migracije čim sneg okopni, 
od Đurđevdana prelaz

Na iznad 1200 m
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Which are the benefits of traditional livestock production:

.... the quality of autochthonous animal products

• milk products:

– old mountain hard cheese (kačkavalj), 

– lard (maslo) and green cheese (urda), 

– white cheese, acid milk 

• production of lamb, goatling, beef meat and 
the meat of autochthonous pigs from free-
range holding system

 wool products (Pirot rug, clothing items, 
woolen covers etc.

Which are the benefits of traditional livestock production:

- Good landscape management

- Protect agrobiodiversity

- Very useful for organic production

- Low cost
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THE LAST ACTIVE DAIRY FACTORY IN THE NATURE PARK

The Pirot carpet from the wool of Pirot sheep  
with beautiful ornaments and colors. 
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REGIONAL FAIR OF AUTOCHTHONOUS BREEDS AND RURAL HERITAGE

Thank you 
for your attention

Photos: Suzana Đorđević-Milošević, 
Srđan Stojanović
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