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ERFP Ad Hoc Action:

Network for small native horse 
breeds in the Baltic Sea region and 

Northern Europe

Contact of the leading person for the Ad Hoc Action 

Rūta Šveistienė, Animal Science Institute, Lithuanian University of Health Sciences
Mervi Honkatukia, Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)

Small native horse breeds

Nordland/Lyngen horse (Norway)

Faroese horse

Dole horseFinn horse

Žemaitukai horse 
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Baltic Sea region and Northern Europe

?
?

?

? UK

Background

• The native horse breeds have a long history and are more or less 
purebred.

• Situation of native small horse breeds refer on hard breeding work in 
very small populations trying to avoid inbreeding, 

• Exchange of information and best practices is desirable and the 
activities in the different countries and different populations can be 
complementary. 

• A common strategy can be envisaged to exploit the historical and 
intangible value of native horse populations in breeding work and to 
improve the relationship with horse breeders, sport associations and 
tourism industries.
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Contribution to the goals of ERFP

• In-situ, ex-situ conservation and sustainable use of AnGR in European 
countries,

• Implementation of the Global Plan of Action for AnGR in Europe,

• Strengthen collaboration of NCs activities at the European level,

• Collaboration within the European Region searching new regional 
projects, research, workshops and knowledge exchange of good 
practice on national programs for AnGR.

Budget

• A brainstorm workshop to be held in connection to horse 
show/exhibition.  

• Travel costs for the team meeting in 2022: 11 persons from each 
country x 800 € per person 

Total  8800€

• or

• Travel costs for the team meeting in 2022: 13 persons from each 
country x 800 € per person 

Total  10400€
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The status of small horses breeds: purebred population size

Breed Country of 

Origin

Other 

countries

Number of 

horses 

Effective

population 

size

Average foals per 

year

Conservation 

programme 

Yes/No

The status of small horses breeds: importance, breeding practice and use.

Breed Importance in 

national scale

Low

High?

Incidence of crossbreeding and 

breeds involved

Priority of the use:

Leisure

Show – jumping

Endurance

Carriage driving

Breed Height at wither (cm) Cannon bone girth (cm) Body weight (kg)

Exterior phenotypic characteristics

Data collection
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Physical meeting in 2022 
September
• The agenda for the physical meeting:

• 1) GAP analysis: what information is 
still missing

• 2) Reporting. What and where? What 
are the main issues of each breed 

(for example in Lithuania: the animals’ small 
size causes challenges when competing)? 

• 3) Promotion: material collection etc.

Thank you for your attention
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