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ERFP Secretariat 

Dear National Coordinators for 

Animal Genetic Resources in 

Europe,  

The newly established ERFP 

Working Groups picked up their 

work during a kick-off meeting 

which was held in Bonn in April. 

During the 2-day meeting the 

experts from all over Europe got 

to know each other and ex-

changed national experience in 

the respective field. A short sum-

mary of the meeting can be 

found in this newsletter.  

While the rapporteurs finished 

writing their reports the next 

ERFP event is being prepared: 

the European National Coordina-

tors for Animal Genetic Re-

sources will have their annual 

Assembly Meeting in Stavanger, 

Norway on 27th and 28th Au-

gust. The invitations are out, the 

organisational framework is out-

lined in this newsletter. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing 

you in Norway! 

 

Frank Begemann 

ERFP Secretariat, Germany 

 European Regional Focal Point  
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Launch of call for proposals under the Funding Strategy for the Implementation of the 

Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources 

Germany, Switzerland and Norway announced on 

21st July during the 13th session of the Commis-

sion on Genetic Resources for Food and Agricul-

ture of the FAO (CGRFA) in Rome, that they will 

support the Global Plan of Action for Animal Ge-

netic Resources and the conservation of endan-

gered livestock breeds with USD 1,000,000.  

FAO will publish the first call on its 

website after the summer break and 

make another announcement once 

the call is published. 

The CGRFA has set a limit of one project proposal 

per country.  

Concept notes for projects have to be submitted by 

Commission Members, through National Focal 

Points. Concept notes for projects should fall into 

the priority areas identified by the CGRFA, such 

as: 

information exchange, technology transfer and 

capacity-building (reflecting the Global Plan of 

Action's  strategic priorities 12, 13 and 14); 

The sustainable use of animal genetic resources 

(reflecting the Global Plan of Action's strategic 

priorities 4, 5 and 6); and 

Managing animal genetic resources (reflecting 

the Global Plan of Action's strategic priorities 1, 

8 and 9). 

The CGRFA agreed to limit the initial maximum 

allocation per project to USD 50,000 for single-

country projects and USD 100,000 for bilateral, 

regional or multilateral projects and the project 

length to not more than two years. 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/82260/icode/
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/genetics/Funding_strategy.html
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The 17th ERFP Assembly will be held in connec-

tion to the annual meeting of the European Fed-

eration for Animal Science (EAAP) in Stavanger, 

Norway on 27th and 28th August 2011 at the Clar-

ion Hotel.   

The invitations went out in May to National Coordi-

nators, ERFP Project Coordinators and observers - 

organisations which have in the past worked 

closely together with ERFP. 

Participants are requested to send the registration 

form to the ERFP Secretariat by 27th July 2011.  

Only one representative per country may partici-

pate at the Assembly Meeting this year. If neces-

sary the representative may be accompanied by 

one technical advisor (or else) to participate at the 

meeting. With respect to limited funds available for 

the Assembly Meeting participation of persons 

other than those invited (National Coordinators, 

Project Coordinators, ERFP WG / TF leaders and 

observers) may not be possible. This item shall be 

discussed during Assembly for future proceedings. 

ERFP cannot offer any financial support for the 

participation of National Coordinators (i.e. travel, 

accommodation). This item shall be discussed dur-

ing Assembly for future proceedings as well. 

As in the last years the National Coordinators are 

also requested to prepare a country report. The 

ERFP Secretariat will give a synopsis on the status 

and/or progress of work on Animal Genetic Re-

sources in Europe during the Assembly Meeting.  

Following the ERFP Terms of Reference there will 

be elections to the ERFP Steering Committee 

since Mark Maguire’s (Ireland) term of office ends 

in 2011. As laid down in the ERFP Terms of Refer-

ence the ERFP Steering Committee should consist 

of five members of the Assembly plus one chair, 

each elected by the Assembly for a 4 year term of 

office. The members should represent each of the 

European sub-regions – South, Central, East, 

West and North, with the chair being outside the 

regional consideration. 

Currently, the ERFP Steering Committee is chaired 

by Asko Mäki-Tanila from Finland and consists of 

the following National Coordinators:  

Didier Bouchel, National Coordinator of France 

Tamás Szobolevszki, National Coordinator of 

Hungary 

Oya Akin, National Coordinator of Turkey. 

The National Coordinators are  therefore re-

quested to submit two nominations to the ERFP 

Steering Committee.  

For further information and up-dated documents 

related to the ERFP Assembly please refer to the 

ERFP website. 

In preparation for the Assembly the ERFP Steering 

Committee will meet one day earlier on 26th Au-

gust 2011.  

17th ERFP Assembly of European National Coordinators for Animal Genetic Resources 

Agenda for the 17th ERFP Assembly  

http://www.clarionhotel.com/hotel-stavanger-norway-NO079
http://www.clarionhotel.com/hotel-stavanger-norway-NO079
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/ERFP_meetings/2011_Stavanger/Stavanger_RegistrationForm.doc
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/ERFP_meetings/2011_Stavanger/Stavanger_RegistrationForm.doc
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/ERFP_meetings/2011_Stavanger/Stavanger2011_CountryReport.doc
http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=502
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The newly established ERFP Working Groups on 

Documentation and Information / In Situ Conserva-

tion met in April in Bonn. The kick-off meeting 

aimed at laying the foundation for draft annual 

work plans for the Working Groups to be presented 

to the Assembly of National Coordinators for Ani-

mal Genetic Resources in Europe in Stavanger in 

August 2011. The work plans will be presented by 

the Heads of the respective Working Group. 

The ERFP Working Groups have been established 

in order to provide guidance for the Assembly for 

the benefit of all European National Coordinators 

on Animal Genetic Resources and to further sup-

port and coordinate the work on Documentation 

and Information respectively on In Situ Conserva-

tion of Animal Genetic Resources throughout 

Europe.  

The Meeting was chaired by Mark Maguire, Ire-

land. With regard to the ERFP Multi-Year Pro-

gramme of Work the following points were taken 

into consideration during discussion: 

draft concept for the future of EFABIS: transfer 

of regional database and the supporting national 

inventories into a permanent information infra-

structure for AnGR in Europe.  

implementation of the Global Plan of Action with 

respect to Documentation and Inventories 

facilitating collaboration and networking of rele-

vant stakeholders in the European region. 

All participants described their experience with 

EFABIS or other national inventories in a short 

presentation to the Working Group.  

The detailed report, the list of participants and 

presentations held during the meeting can be 

found on the ERFP website (“meetings”).  

Christina Ligda, Greece was elected Head of the 

Working Group. 

Kick-off meeting of ERFP Working Groups in Bonn 

ERFP Working Group on Documentation 

and Information 

http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=527
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ERFP Working Group on Ex Situ Conservation 

The meeting was chaired by the elected Head of 

the Working Group, Sipke-Joost Hiemstra. The 

following items were up for discussion: 

how are cryo-conservation schemes organised 

and how are breeding associations and AI cen-

tres involved in different countries  

what are European and national (sanitary) legis-

lation governing the collection and cryo-

conservation of genetic material 

review of available technology and urgent needs 

of legislation 

establishment of a European Cryobank. 

Participants were asked to describe their experi-

ences, obstacles, problems and possible solutions 

in establishing a national cryobank.  

The detailed report, the list of participants and 

presentations held during the meeting can be 

found on the ERFP website (“meetings”).  

Report of Regional Workshop on “In vivo” conservation of Euro-

pean livestock: “Challenges of applying guidelines into practice”  

From 14th to 17th June 2011 a European work-

shop was held in Wageningen, the Netherlands, 

which was hosted by the Centre for Genetic Re-

sources the Netherlands (CGN) of Wageningen 

University and Research Centre. The workshop 

brought together National Coordinators, scientists 

and other experts, from both Eastern and  Western 

Europe and was attended by 48 persons from 26 

countries. Objectives of the workshop were: 

to evaluate the draft FAO guidelines for In Vivo 

Conservation of Animal Genetic Resources and 

to exchange practical experiences and chal-

lenges for in vivo conservation in practice. 

The workshop was sponsored through a collabora-

tive effort by the Animal Genetic Resources 

Branch and the Subregional Office for Central and 

Eastern Europe of FAO, ERFP and the Dutch Min-

istry for Economic Affairs, Agriculture & Innovation. 

During the workshop each chapter of the draft 

guidelines was evaluated. The workshop also in-

cluded presentations of national programs and ex-

periences by participants, and a field trip to see in 

vivo conservation activities in operation on several 

local farms. 

More information is available at the CGN website, 

including copies of all presentations. 

News from the ERFP Task Force on ABS 

An ad hoc session of the ERFP Task Force on 

ABS was held as “satellite meeting” to the 4-day 

workshop “In vivo conservation of farm animal ge-

netic resources” in Wageningen from 14th to 18th 

June 2011. 

For further information there is an informal report 

of the First Meeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc 

Intergovernmental Committee for the Nagoya Pro-

tocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair 

and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from 

their Utilization (ICNP-1) which was held from 5th 

to 10th June 2011 in Montréal, Canada, the deci-

sions taken there and the IISD summary report. 

The information note from the EU Presidency and 

the Commission prepared for the meeting of the 

Council (Environment) on 21st June 2011 can be 

found in the ERFP Intranet. 

An EU statement on ABS was coordinated on 8th 

July 2011 at the meeting of the WP FAO coordina-

tion.  

The Commission on Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture also discussed ABS issues under 

agenda item 2.3  at its 13th session from 18th to 

22nd July 2011. An Ad hoc Technical Working 

Group on ABS for CGRFA was established. Mem-

bers from the European Region are the Nether-

lands, Norway, UK, Switzerland and Spain. All 

other ER countries may participate as observers. 

http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=526
http://documents.plant.wur.nl/cgn/seminars/Workshop20110614/In%20Vivo%20Guidelines%20Draft.pdf
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/A5.html
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/A5.html
http://www.fao.org/europe/meetings-and-events/angr-wageningen/en/
http://www.fao.org/europe/meetings-and-events/angr-wageningen/en/
http://english.minlnv.nl/
http://english.minlnv.nl/
http://www.cgn.wur.nl/UK/CGN+General+Information/Education+and+information/Seminars/
http://www.iisd.ca/biodiv/icnp1
http://www.cbd.int/absicnp1/insession
http://www.cbd.int/absicnp1/insession
http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/enb09551e.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=475
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/022/mb336e.pdf
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ERFP Projects Meeting “Transboundary Breeds” / “Busha Cattle” 

Kolašin, Montenegro - 29th June to 2nd July 2011 

13th Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) -  

Rome, Italy - 18th to 22nd July 2011 

EAAP Session “Environmental Value of Animal Genetic 

Resources” 

Stavanger, Norway - 29th August 2011 

Nordgen-Workshop "Socio-economic and Cultural Values of Farm 

Animal Breeds" 

Reykjavik, Iceland - 7th to 8th September 2011 

Technical Conference of the ERFP Task Force on Agri-

Environmental Measures 

Madrid, Spain - 19th to 20th September 2011 

Annual Meeting of SAVE Foundation and SAVE Network 

Dimitrovgrad, Serbia - 22nd to 25th September 2011  

RBI 8th Global Conference "Sustainable Conservation of 

Livestock Breeds Diversity for the Future: Impact of Globalisation 

of Animal Breeding and the Loss of Farm Animal Genetic 

Diversity - a Conflict?” 

Tekirdag, Turkey - 4th to 8th October 2011 

Upcoming events 

Chair:  

Asko Mäki-Tanila, Finland 

 

Members: 

Didier Bouchel, France 

Tamás Szobolevszki, Hungary 

Mark Maguire, Ireland 

Oya Akin, Turkey 

Frank Begemann, ERFP Secretariat 

ERFP Steering Committee 

Federal Office for  
Agriculture and Food 

Information and Coordination Centre  
for Biological Diversity (IBV) 

Deichmanns Aue 29 
DE-53179 Bonn 

Germany 
 

phone: +49 (0) 228 99 6845 3239 
fax: +49 (0) 228 6845 3105 

e-mail: frank.begemann@ble.de 
www.genres.de 

trgdeu.genres.de 

Czech Republic:  

Czech translation of “Global 

Plan of Action and Interlaken 

Declaration” 

Serbia: 

“Serbian Biodiversity Strategy 

and Animal Genetic Re-

sources” 

AnGR Publications 

Pictures from ERFP Meetings are now available via the ERFP 

Intranet. Please let the ERFP Secretariat know in case you wish your 

photo removed. 

Website  

http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=533
http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-meetings/cgrfa-comm/thirteenth-reg/en/
http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=502
http://nordgen.org/index.php/en/content/view/full/63/
http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=531
http://www.save-foundation.net/english/actual.htm
http://www.rarebreedsinternational.org/turkey.html
http://www.genres.de/en/
http://tgrdeu.genres.de/default/index/index/?lang=en
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/country_reports/Czech_Republic/GPA_Czech.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/country_reports/Czech_Republic/GPA_Czech.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/country_reports/Czech_Republic/GPA_Czech.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/country_reports/Serbia/biodiversity_strategy_Republic_of_Serbia_2011_2018.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/country_reports/Serbia/biodiversity_strategy_Republic_of_Serbia_2011_2018.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/fileadmin/SITE_ERFP/country_reports/Serbia/biodiversity_strategy_Republic_of_Serbia_2011_2018.pdf
http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=475
http://www.rfp-europe.org/index.php?id=475

