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Activities Undertaken During 2003 – 2004

1. The main focus this year has been on the creation of a National Steering Committee for FAnGR. This was a key recommendation of the UK Country Report for FAnGR. There was some discussion within Government over the status of the Committee – whether it should be a fully fledged Non Departmental Public Body (with the Chair appointed by Ministers and a strict code of practice for appointing members) or an Ad-hoc Technical Advisory Committee with a fixed time limit and remit. In the end it was decided to create the latter with a life of 2 years during which the main Term of Reference would be the drafting of a National Action Plan for FAnGR to present to Ministers. If the NAP was accepted then there would be strong grounds for creating a permanent NSC as an NDPB. The Chair of the NSC is Professor Geoff Simm of the Scottish Agricultural College in Edinburgh and the membership is drawn from NGOs, species, representatives from Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales, and geneticists. The UK National Co-ordinator’s office in Defra provides the Secretariat. The first meeting was held in January 2004 and two meetings have been held since. Four Sub-groups of the NSC are drafting the National Action Plan under the following headings:

· Defining the policy framework

· Identifying and monitoring FAnGR

· Utilising and developing FAnGR 

· Preserving FAnGR

The NAP should be completed by December 2005.

2. There have been a number of Government policy areas where FAnGR have been taken into account

· The Foot and Mouth Directive where special derogations for rare breeds of susceptible livestock have been incorporated into legislation. A Register of nucleus herds is being created and managed by a principle NGO in the UK.

· The Rural Development Regulation where for the first time in the UK, special agri-environmental area supplements for native breeds and breeds at risk are being incorporated into the English Rural Development Plan where they assist in grazing management especially on semi-natural rough grazing. 

· The National Scrapie Plan where a Semen Archive is being set up to conserve scrapie susceptible genotypes that could otherwise be lost through the NSP selection programme to eliminate such genotypes (ARR) from the national flock.

3. The Rare Breeds Survival Trust have developed their cryo-conservation work by setting up a new store with facilities to keep a much wider range of genetic material.

4. Discussions have been held with NGOs to facilitate the putting together of multi national projects under the new EU Genetic Resources Regulation.

5. The Government’s Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture policy is being developed. A scoping study on the creation of a national information portal is nearing completion. This will include an updated version of the National Database for FAnGR, which will be linked to the EAAP database and DAD-IS via the new EFABIS system when it comes on line.

SoW Report

1. The UK Country Report was submitted to FAO in November 2002 and was published in early 2003. It now forms the basis of FAnGR policy in the UK and its recommendations are  being implemented, subject to adequate national funding.

Priorities for 2004/05

1. The main priority for the National Steering Committee will be the drafting of the National Action Plan for FAnGR. There is strong interest among NGOs and animal geneticists to create a plan and to “mainstream” genetic resource policy into overall policy for a sustainable livestock industry after CAP Reform proposals take effect in 2005. Once the Plan has been accepted by Government then there will need to be adequate public and private sector funding to implement it. This will be a considerable challenge.

2. The UK National Co-ordinator will be active in assisting NGOs in the UK to put together proposals under the new EU Genres Regulation in autumn 2004. There is interest in the sheep and poultry sectors to co-ordinate projects.

3. There is considerable discussion in the UK over the role of native ponies in heath and moorland grazing to deliver environmental biodiversity objectives. The increasing use of Konik horses is considered a threat to some of the British native breeds and is proving to be a controversial issue. This will need to be resolved.

4. The beef industry in the UK is concerned that a major shift back to the use of native breeds of cattle post CAP Reform will lead to significant productivity losses and that environmental area payment supplements will be insufficient to compensate for these losses. This will become a key FAnGR issue in 2005. 

5. The Semen Archive for the National Scrapie Plan will be operational in the autumn of 2004. Ensuring that a broad enough range of within breed genotypes is collected will be a key challenge for the conservation of FAnGR in sheep breeds and a major concern of the NSC.

6. A seminar on the use of FAnGR in environmental management is being planned for 2005. It will focus on the need for breed characterisation of breeds anecdotally reported to be suited to delivering balanced ecosystems in semi-natural grazing areas such as heather moorland and hill pastures. 
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