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1. General Comments

· National co-ordination of FAnGR is now under the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs within the Sustainable Agriculture and Livestock Products Directorate. Devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland now have their own devolved policies on sustainable livestock production and animal breeding so the role of co-ordination of AnGR activity has become more important.

· The UK is fully committed to the development of the ERFP and currently holds the Chair of the ERFP Steering Committee

· National NGOs – notably the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, Rare Breeds International, The Sheep Trust and the British Pig Association – are very active in the conservation and sustainable use of the UK’s FAnGR.

2. Activities undertaken in the past year

· The National Consultative Committee on FAnGR completed The UK Country Report on Farm Animal Genetic Resources 2002 in October 2002 and submitted it to the Ministers responsible for food and farming in Defra and the Devolved Administraions. It was approved by them and submitted by the Defra Minister, Lord Whitty, to FAO in November 2002. It was published in March 2003.

· The British Society of Animal Science (BSAS) held an Occasional Meeting on 26 – 27 November 2002 on FAnGR to launch the UK Country Report and bring together scientists, Government and stakeholders to discuss the current state of AnGR in the UK and future priorities. It was very successful. Ricardo Cardellino (FAO) and Ela Martyniuk (ERFP SC & NC Poland) presented papers as well as the UK NC. Terms of reference and proposals for the structure of a National Steering Committee for FAnGR were discussed in a Working Group

· In September 2002 the UK NC presented a paper on the impact of FMD on AnGR in the UK outbreak of the disease and lessons learnt for future animal health policy to the German National Consultative Committee. 

· In September 2002 a major national conference on GRFA policy for England and Wales was held at the University of Birmingham, attended by the Minister for the Environment. This formed part of a comprehensive review of GRFA (Plants, Animals and Microbes) policy  and activity in England and Wales and led to the production of the Wilding Report on Proposals for a Framework for Future Policy Initiatives on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of GRFA. This was accepted by Ministers in February 2003 and endorsed the recommendations in the UK Country Report on FAnGr. As a result we now, for the first time, have a recognised policy framework to develop action on FAnGR in the UK.
· The UK NC attended both EU Commission meetings to discuss the new Genetic Resources Regulation. He also was involved in discussions on the eligibility of endangered breeds for exemptions in the revised FMD Regulation.
3. Main activities planned for the coming year

· Support for characterisation studies and conservation protocols on sheep breeds particularly vulnerable under the National Scrapie Plan

· Creation of a new UK National Steering Committee for FAnGR and development of a National Action Plan

· Commission research into the benefits of autochtonous breeds in environmental mangement to assist in meeting biodiversity targets

· Co-ordination of the development of various NGO and industry sponsored genebanks

· Assist in the development of a national GRFA electronic portal and inventory of GRFA activity

· Monitor policy affecting breeds at risk – especially the National Scrapie Plan, environmental policy and animal health policy

4. Status of data on FAnGR

· The National Database needs updating with data collected for the UK Country Report (Appendix 3) in 2002. At the same time the Database design needs modifying and improving. We are awaiting guidance flowing from the EFABIS and ERFP projects on Databases before going too far with this as we need to ensure systems are compatible with the EAAP database and DAD-IS

