Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources in UK  August 2000 – July 2001


T M Roper – National Co-ordinator


The management of farm animal genetic resources in the UK is co-ordinated by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (formerly MAFF) in close collaboration with NGO’s such as the Rare Breeds Survival Trust and world renowned research institutes such as the Roslin Institute. To date the UK has relied almost totally on the work of these collaborators to maintain and record breed numbers and characterisation and to engage in research work to develop action plans to preserve individual breeds. The UK has not implemented EU Council Regulation No 1750/99 (implementing the Rural Development Regulation) in relation to FAnGR  so that the many individual  programmes to save and preserve endangered breeds have relied heavily on private funding and finding a market for products or services derived from the breeds. 


However, 2001 has been dominated by Foot and Mouth Disease in the UK the effect of which has been a new level of co-operation between Government, NGOs and the livestock industry.


Activities undertaken in the past year


At the last Annual ERFP Workshop in The Hague, the UK was elected Chair to the Preliminary Steering Committee of the ERFP. Terms of Reference were drawn up for the ERFP PSC and agreed in Rome in September. 


The National Co-ordinator attended the FAO Orientation Workshop for National Co-ordinators in September 2000 to be briefed on and to discuss the guidelines for the production of the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources. He also attended the associated ITWG-AnGR Session.


Further meetings with Roslin Institute and RBST have been held to discuss DEFRA sponsored R&D in relation to FanGR and work on the characterisation of breeds and a low cost mechanism for establishing the presence of distinctive genetic traits has begun. 


The Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak in the UK during 2001 threatened a number of susceptible breeds of sheep, pigs and cattle. It is too early to say yet what impact FMD has had on overall rare breed populations but whilst a number of herds and flocks have been lost in the infected areas we have not yet lost a whole breed. One of the reasons for this is that MAFF (now DEFRA) agreed with the RBST and the British Pig Association special conditions for saving rare breeds (on the RBST endangered list) within Surveillance Zones where they were susceptible to culling as contiguous culls or dangerous contacts. Heightened biosecurity, isolation of selected animals and regular serological testing were the key elements.


An Heritage Gene Bank was set up to save the Herdwick sheep breed from extinction by cryopreservation of semen. The breed was not endangered but over 90% of the breeding stock were in Cumbria in or close to an infected area ande some key flocks were being culled. The HGB then also was used to cryopreserve 6 other rare breeds.


A meeting was called by the RBST to bring together all stakeholders involved in FMD and FanGR. It was agreed that DEFRA should co-ordinate the creation of a National Consultative Committee to write the FAO SoWAnGR Report and draw up a National Action Plan.


The 7th Annual Meeting on FAnGR 





2.   Primary activities planned for the coming year


Set up a National Consultative Committee on FAnGR (subject to Ministerial approval). Agree with stakeholders a National Action Plan. Hold quartely meetings.


Complete the UK contribution to the FAO First Report on the State of the World’s FanGR.  Hold regular review meetings with contributors through a project sub committee of the NCC


Continue to press the UK Government to incorporate provision for Farm Animal Genetic Resource producers through implementation of the Rural Development Regulation


Continue work with Roslin and RBST on the characterisation of UK breeds particularly in the pig sector.


Organise the 7th Annual Meeting on Farm Animal Genetic Resources in June 2002 if appropriate


Improve the link with DAD-IS to pass on data from theUK database


Provide assistance to NGO’s to market products from endangered and minority breeds through the Rural Development Regulation.
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