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ACTIVITIES IN SPAIN ON THE MANAGEMENT OF FARM ANIMAL GENETIC RESOURCES

REPORT 2003-2004
The work on AnGR is co-ordinated by the Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds, established in 1998. The Committee is a ministerial body belonging to the Livestock General Direction (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food - MAPA). It is constituted by representatives of the Livestock General Direction - MAPA), the Rural Development General Direction (MAPA), the regional governments, the National Institute for Agrarian and Food Technologies Research (INIA) belonging to the Ministry of Science and Technology, Spanish societies of experts in zootechnics, and the Spanish Federation of Associations of Pure Breeds (FEAGAS).

The basis for the work of the Committee is the Official Catalogue of Spanish Breeds of Domestic Animals. The Catalogue includes different categories as shown in the following table:

Table I. Classification of breeds and number of breeds for each species in the Spanish Official Catalogue (updated august 2004).

	CATEGORIES
	SPECIES



	
	Bovine
	Ovine
	Caprine
	Swine
	Horses
	Asses


	Poultry

	Autochthonous in expansion*
	7
	10
	5
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Autochthonous of special protection*
	28
	32
	17
	4
	12
	6
	4

	Spanish or Integrated**
	7
	6
	0
	6
	4
	0
	0

	EU
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Third Countries
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	42
	49
	22
	11
	17
	6
	4


*  Original from Spain.

** More than 20 years in our country with known genealogy and a selection programme working.

Activities from august 2003 to august 2004
· The Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds had 1 meeting and  3 new poultry breeds were included in the Official Catalogue (“Pita Pinta”,  “Menorquina” y “ Mallorquina”).
· 1 new bovine breeder’s organisation was officially recognised (Agrupación Nacional de Asociaciones de Ganado Vacuno de Raza Berrenda en Colorado y Berrenda en Negro) and 1 bovine herdbook was approved (Parda de Montaña)
· Equine species (Horses) – A set of guidelines have been established to develop a National Programme for the equine sector, based on zootechnic activities for pure breeds. The legislation concerning breeder’s organisations, herd books and zootechnical characteristics have been updated.

· Genotyping of ovine breeds – The report of the study of genotipes indicated in Commission Decision of 18 December 2002 laying down minimum requirements for a survey of prion protein genotypes of sheep breeds (2002/1003/CE), was sent to the Commission. In Spain, most of the authocthonous breeds have a low frecuency of VRQ allele, but also a low frecuency of ARR allele. The ARQ/ARQ genotype is the most frecuent. To adapt Commission Decision 2003/100/CE, on breeding programmes, to the particular administrative and zootechnical characteristics of our country, a Royal Decree is being elaborated to regulate the National Programme. The following are the main points of the project: procedure of approval of genetic selection programmes for each breed; establishement of the Central Veterinary Laboratory of Algete, belonging to the Ministry, as a National Reference Laboratory for genotyping; requirements for the recognition of the status of resistance of flocks; establishement of an information system for identification and genotyping of ovine, called ARIES.

· As member of EAAP and ICAR, the Subdirección General de Medios de Producción Ganaderos was present at the meetings that took place in Tunisia  for the ICAR and in Roma (Italy) for the EAAP.

· Country Report on the State of AnGR – A draf of de Country Report was sent. The work is continuing to finish the definitive one. 
Activities planned form august 2004 to august 2005

· Continue with the updating of the Spanish data at the DAD-IS.

· Continue with the updating of the Official Catalogue, paying special attention to poultry.

· Include in the web page of the MAPA a section to inform about AnGR.

· Update legislation concerning breeder´s organisations, herdbooks and a zootechnical characteristics (ovine, caprine, bovine, poultry).

· Evaluate and update if necessary   the present herdbooks.



