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ACTIVITIES IN SPAIN ON THE MANAGEMENT OF FARM ANIMAL GENETIC RESOURCES

REPORT 2002-2003

· The work on AnGR is co-ordinated by the Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds, established in 1998. The Committee is a ministerial body belonging to the Livestock General Direction (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food - MAPA). It is constituted by representatives of the Animal Nutrition and Zootechnics Deputy General Direction (Livestock General Direction - MAPA), the Rural Development General Direction (MAPA), the regional governments, the National Institute for Agrarian and Food Technologies Research (INIA) belonging to the Ministry of Science and Technology, Spanish societies of experts in zootechnics, and the Spanish Federation of Associations of Pure Breeds (FEAGAS).

The basis for the work of the Committee is the Official Catalogue of Spanish Breeds of Domestic Animals. The Catalogue includes different categories as shown in the following table:

Table I. Classification of breeds and number of breeds for each species in the Spanish Official Catalogue (updated august 2003).

CATEGORIES
SPECIES




Bovine
Ovine
Caprine
Swine
Horses
Asses


Poultry

Autochthonous in expansion*
7
10
5
1
1
0
0

Autochthonous of special protection*
28
32
17
4
12
6
1

Spanish or Integrated**
7
6
0
6
4
0
0

EU
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Third Countries
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

TOTAL
42
49
22
11
17
6
1

*  Original from Spain.

** More than 20 years in our country with known genealogy and a selection programme working.

It is important to notice that for the first time a poultry breed has been officially recognised and included in the Catalogue.

· Activities from august 2002 to august 2003

· The Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds had 2 meetings and the following changes were included in the Official Catalogue: 7 new breed were included (3 caprine, 2 bovine, 1 sheep, 1 poultry), 2 breeds changed name (1 horse and 1 sheep), 2 sheep breeds changed category. Moreover, 6 new autochthonous canine breeds were approved.  

· 3 new breeder’s organisations were officially recognised (1 ovine, 1 caprine, 1 bovine) and 2 hardbacks were approved (1 ovine and 1 caprine).

· General information on breeds – Data on breeds in danger (see special protection in Table I) was collected from the regional governments to continue updating DAD-IS.

· Equine species (Horses) – A set of guidelines have been established to develop a National Programme for the equine sector, based on zootechnic activities for pure breeds. The legislation concerning breeder’s organisations, herd books and zootechnical characteristics have been updated.

· During the Spanish Presidency of the EU (January to June 2002), the Subdirección General de Alimentación Animal y Zootecnia played an active role in the meetings of the Council Working Group that studied the proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a Community programme on the conservation, characterisation, collection, documentation and utilisation of genetic resources in agriculture and repealing Regulation (EC) nº 1467/1994.

· Genotyping of ovine breeds – To comply with Commission Decision of 18 December 2002 laying down minimum requirements for a survey of prion protein genotypes of sheep breeds (2002/1003/CE), a collaboration between the Spanish Federation of Associations of Pure Breeds (FEAGAS) and the Ministry of Agriculture was initiated in October 2002 to study the genotype of 22 different ovine breeds widely distributed in Spain. Around 15.000 individuals have been tested and a report is being concluded to send it to the Commission.
· As member of EAAP and ICAR, the Subdirección General de Alimentación Animal y Zootecnia was present at the meetings that took place in Interlaken (Switzerland) for the ICAR and in El Cairo (Egypt) for the EAAP.
· A two-day meeting on zootechnics, organised by the Subdirección General de Alimentación Animal y Zootecnia, took place in Guadalajara (Spain) between the 28th and 30th of October 2002. Representatives from the Ministry of Science and Technology, the Spanish Regional Governments, breeder’s organisations and different Universities attended the meeting and different issues related to Zoogenetic Resources were discussed.
· 5th Congress of SERGA (Sociedad Española para los Recursos Genéticos Animales) and 3rd Iberian Congress on Animal Genetic Resources: In that important zootechnical event that took place in Madrid on September 2002, the Subdirección General de Alimentación Animal y Zootecnia  participated actively with presence of different representatives in various round tables for discussion of issues related to animal resources and in special those in danger of extinction.

· Country Report on the State of AnGR – The work is continuing, but the need of genotyping of ovine breeds has produced a temporary lack of human resources, so the task of elaborating the CR has slowed down. Meanwhile, co-operation with FAO and the ERFP has continued: 8th Workshop of NCs in El Cairo (2002); meeting of the Commission of Genetic Resources (FAO) in Rome (October 2002); collaboration within the two projects approved by the ERFP (meetings in Paris and Lelystad).

· Activities planned form august 2003 to august 2004

· Continue with the updating of the Spanish data at the DAD-IS.

· Continue with the updating of the Official Catalogue, paying special attention to poultry.
· Prepare the Spanish Country Report on the state of AnGR.

· Include in the web page of the MAPA a section to inform about AnGR.

· Send an updated list of the breeder’s organisations officially recognised in Spain was sent to the Standing Committee on Zootechnics. 



