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ACTIVITIES IN SPAIN ON THE MANAGEMENT OF FARM ANIMAL GENETIC RESOURCES

REPORT 2000-2001

The work on AnGR is co-ordinated by the Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds, established in 1998. The Committee is a ministerial body belonging to the Livestock General Direction (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food - MAPA). It is constituted by representatives of the Animal Nutrition and Zootecnics Deputy General Direction (Livestock General Direction - MAPA), the Rural Development General Direction (MAPA), the regional governments, the National Institute for Agrarian and Food Technologies Research (INIA) belonging to the Ministry of Science and Technology, Spanish societies of experts in zootecnics, and the Spanish Federation of Associations of Pure Breeds (FEAGAS).

The basis for the work of the Committee is the Official Catalogue of Spanish Breeds of Domestic Animals. The Catalogue includes different categories as shown in the following table:

Table I. Classification of breeds and number of breeds for each species in the Spanish Official Catalogue.

	
	
	Bovine
	Ovine
	Caprine
	Swine
	Horses
	Asses

	Autochthonous*
	in expansion


	7
	10
	5
	1
	1
	0

	
	of special protection
	28
	32
	17
	4
	12
	6

	Spanish**
	
	5
	6
	0
	6
	4
	0


 *  Original from Spain.

**  More than 20 years in our country with known genealogy and a selection programme working.

Activities from august 2000 to august 2001

· The Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds had 3 meetings. A Working Group was created to debate the problem of the new criteria adopted by the EU concerning the risk status of a breed; a report is being prepared. One autochthonous breed was approved for inclusion in the Official Catalogue, and another one changed its classification from in expansion to of special protection.  

· General information on breeds – Data on breeds in danger (see special protection in Table I) was collected from the regional governments.

· New NC/NFP – After receiving the resignation of Prof. A. Rodero Franganillo to the post of Spanish National Co-ordinator for Animal Genetic Resources (AnGR), it was necessary to appoint a new National Co-ordinator. Taking into account the responsibility of the information on AnGR relies on each Country and the increasing importance of AnGR in the different national and international agriculture policies, the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture decided to take a more active part in that subject. For that reason, the Livestock General Director, Mr. Carlos Escribano Mora, was appointed in June 2001 as National Co-ordinator by the General Secretary of Agriculture, and the National Focal Point was located in the Livestock General Direction. 

· ERFP – The  Livestock General Director decided to join the ERFP as funding country. The administrative procedure to pay for the ERFP has been started.

Activities planned form august 2001 to august 2002

· Update the Spanish data at the DAD-IS and the EAAP-AGDB Animal Genetic Databank in Hanover.

· Prepare the Spanish Country Report on the state of AnGR – This implies nominating the NCC, which will be Committee for the Spanish Domestic Animal Breeds, attending to the Regional Training Course and preparing the National Training Courses.

· Include in the web page of the MAPA a section to inform about AnGR.
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