Activities for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Slovakia –

- 2002/2003 Annual Report

Activities for the management of farm animal genetic resources undertaken since August 2002

· Finalization and submitting (June 2003) of the National report on the AnGR (First Country-driven Report on the State of the World`s AnGR).

· Administration and legislation issues in the field of preservation of farm animal diversity. 

In situ farm animal conservation in the form of purebred herds through the state support (related to purebred females) for indigenous and locally adapted and endangered breeds such as the Valachian sheep, the Hucul, Lipitsa, Furioso, Nonius, Shagya-Arabian, Noric of Murany and Slovak Sport Pony horse breeds continued during 2002. Since January 2003 this support was enhanced to the Slovak Spotted and Slovak Pinzgau cattle, the Improved Valachian and Tsigai sheep, Oravka hens, Japanese quails, Suchovy and Slovak White geese.  

· Preparation of an illustrated information material on preserved indigenous and endangered breeds of farm animals in Slovakia aimed at improving public knowledge on farm animal genetic resources.

· Meeting participation. 

1. Subregional Workshop for Central and Eastern European and EU Countries on AnGR in Slovenia, Domžale (07 – 09 March 2003).

2. DAGENE meetings (Austria – September 2002, Hungary – June 2003). DAGENE- Danubian Countries Alliance for Gene Conservation in Animal Species.
Primary activities planned for the incoming year
· Publishing of information material on the state of farm animal diversity, including state of preserved and endangered breeds in Slovakia.

· Establishment of the National AnGR website.

· Participation at the regional FAO projects regarding animal genetic resources (i.e. projects on the Tsigai sheep and Pinzgau cattle).

· Research relevant to the animal genetic resources  – publicly funded projects on 

1. Utilization of farm animal biodiversity in multifunctional agriculture,

2. Improvement and exploitation of biological potential of farm animals by means of molecular genetic and biotechnological methods, 

3. Intensive exploitation of poultry gene pool focused on breeding for production traits.
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