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Livestock production have a great significance for agriculture of Serbia and Montenegro. The state of use of AnGR and their products is following:





Cattle (milk and dairy products, meat, products (meat and bone), skin, manure, breeding material-calves,  liquid manure, pulling power) 


Horse (meat, blood-serums, liquid manure, breeding material-colts, pulling power)


Donkeys (meat, breeding material - calves; labor power )


Pig (meat, dry meat products, semi durable meat products and durable meat products), skin, liquid manure, bristles, products (meat and bone), breeding material-piglets


Sheep (meat, milk, wool, skin, liquid manure, breeding material-lambs


Goat (milk, meat, skin, liquid manure, breeding material-kids 


Hen (eggs, meat, breeding material-eggs and offspring


Turkey, duck, goose  (meat)


Fish (processed fish and products, breeding material – fish-roe, baby-fish, mothers, young fish, table fish and fish products)


Bee (honey, honeycomb, pollen, propolis, honeycomb with honey, bee poison, breeding material – queen bees and clusters 





The State of Conservation of AnGR





Basic and regional selection services of the Republics of Serbia and Montenegro registered, controled and carried out other selection measures during entire year, and reports, are submitted to at the end of the year. Through the selection measures information on breeding structure and organization of each breed is maintained. 





In situ conservation was in progress for Podolian cattle with objective to prevent the negative trend and increase the population. There was also initiative to identify and form nucleus herd of Busha cattle and Buffalo. In situ conservation of Bosnian-mountain pony and Nonius was also in progress with an objectives to prevent the negative trend (disappearance of this breed through crossbreeding), and increase the population. In case of donkeys, there was΄nt still no conservation programme since economical interest for breeding of this animal species is low, however in certain institutions initiatives for such programme exist. In situ conservation programme for pigs was in progress in case of Mangalitsa breed with objective to prevent the negative trend and increase the population. Initiative to form nucleus-herd of Moravka breed was also in progress. In situ conservation programme for sheep and goats was carried out on public farms and households in private ownership. The activity is directed towards preservation of domestic milk breeds. Balkan goat was in selection programme of some dairy processing plants that are supporting the survival of this breed through organisation of annual animal shows presenting intensive, mostly imported breeds and domestic breeds. With poultry, conservation programme is still in initial phase. Objective is to register flocks and determine the population. Small individual breeders will have in future the most important role in the process of conservation since it will be possible to organise the preservation of old selections as major part of tourist industry and similar activities related to diversification of rural economy. Cryoconservation has not been implemented in any breed in Serbia and Montenegro for the time being.





Priorities for Conservation and Utilisation of AnGR in the future





National priorities in AnGR conservation have not been precisely defined. However, in the basis of the programmes carried out on AnGR conservation  which have been mainly created and realised so far, the conservation priorities are mainly directed to those breeds which are the most endangered. 





The main priorities planned for the coming year are: 





Identification of AnGR (domestic animals and their wild relatives) and their habitats as well as their potentials in the sense of achieving economic justification of model for conservation in active on farm conservation systems.


 


Characterisation of AnGR, realising the scope, distribution, main characteristics and current state of AnGR. The objective is to provide the insight into those genetic resources which are the most endangered, as well as those that are not at risk. The priorities of our country for building capacities in characterisation are: provision of finances, training personnel, introducing uniform information system and equipping the laboratory for implementing mollecular characterisation.


 


Clear definition of the role, utilisation and conservation of AnGR, that is precising the current and the future needs of the nation in livestock production from the standpoint of meeting national requirements in animal products, as well as conquering the foreign markets. 


In that sense it is necessary to make sure that securing national safety in nutrition and production of animal products for export must adhere to the concept of sustainable development, as well as to secure the support to rural development. 


Planning of sustainable use of breeds should assume the development specific for all breeds and agrosystems which exist in the country, that is to provide continued and exclusive use of Locally Adapted Breeds, as well as the use of exotic breeds as original. This because it is necessary to see in advance the perspective of those species and breeds which are not used in Serbia and Montenegro any more, and probably will be imported, or might be used during the following decade. 


For survival of Locally Adapted Breeds and species of domestic animals it is necessary to develop markets of traditional products, ethno, agro and rural tourism, in order to enable creation of added walue which would compensate for the losses due to extensivity.


 


Enhancement of capacities of communication and information systems 


In the first place formation of a uniform information system and central database at the Gene Bank. 


Development of interactive network of non-government and government organisations, which would be capable of timely forwarding and receiving information on the state of the endangered breeds by holders and local communities.


 


Training of personnel, especially when it is about the new technologies applied in conservation. The institutions in the country with real capacities to provide training in AnGR conservation should be identified. These institutions would include all the relevant faculties and research institutions, as well as the network of the non-government organisations engaged in this business.


 


Development of permanent and functional relationship with the public. Through means of public communications, providing appropriate publications, as well as through public affirmation of scientific and professional papers etc. the public would be continually acquainted with the requirements and significance of conservation of the endangered AnGR and the need for their conservation.





Development of legislation and regulations.





The increase in the level of international communication. Interinstitutional co-operation is also a usefiul mode of co-operation which should be favoured. The most important organisations to increase co-operation with are: FAO, EAAP (European Association for Animal Production), RBI (Rare Breeds International), DAGENE (Danubian Alliance for Gene Conservation), SAVE (Safeguard for Agricultural Varieties in Europe), GTZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit), UNDP, GEF, World Bank  etc. 








