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Activities  from  August  2003  to  August  2004

· The Romanian Strategy for a Sustainable Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources- the country report for SoW-AnGR (97 pages) has been finished and sent to FAO in January 2004. It was:

- printed in English (100 copies) and in Romanian (300 copies);

- some 40 copies in English have been distributed to regional NC;

- FAO published it on internet as a model for others countries. 

· In terms of Breed characterization, systematization and denomination, the Domestic Animals Taxonomy, is the first step, the sine-qua-non basis, of the AnGR management, of internal and international cooperation. We continued to study and we tried to clarify some existing confusions. Thus:

- For an FAO international breed encyclopedia, we presented the description, systematization and name of four Romanian and regional sheep groups (Tsigai, Ruda, Valachian-Zackel, Corkscrew horns Valachian); trough this we continued some previous attempts of phyletic classification of Balkan native breeds (2001), Valachian and Tsigai breeds (1994,1995) etc.

- We cooperated on the FAO project for the active conservation of Pinzgauer breeds, and now we cooperate to the EAAP project "Possible ways of conserving the multipurpose Tsigai and other indigenous breeds in Central, Eastern and Central European and Balkan countries" (there are some confusions, because conservation is always necessary; just in Romania there are about one million sheep of Tsigai breed, and the name Tsigai is given to some Ruda breeds). 

· Our main focus was on active breed conservation, by integrating then in a production system, which is the most economical way of conservation. We pointed out the necessity of free-ranging livestock systems conservation (transhumance in Romania and in Balkan, pendulation village-mountain, free-ranging in Danube Delta).

· We tried to solve, with not too much success, the complicated managerial and economic problems of organization of an AnGR conservation and data basis office, of a systematic monitoring of breeds conservation in Romania.

· We participated at the FAO workshops and we answered to different international demands concerning AnGR.

Activities planed for 2004-2005 year

· As this year the NC must retire (77 years), the most important problem is the nominalization of a new competent NC and the managerial reorganization of the work, the organization of an efficient bureau, financed by the Agricultural Ministry, for the AnGR management. 

· All the activities concerning the clarification of international and national confusions in Farm Animal Taxonomy, breed conservation monitoring in Romania, traditional production systems conservation and evolution, international cooperation must continue.
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