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I. Activities undertaken during the past year (August 2003- 2004)

· National AnGR Conservation Programme

The major development in animal genetic resources programme was related to adoption of amendments to the Law on Organization and Reproduction of Farm Animals by the Polish Parliament on 12th March 2004. The amendments included introduction of a new §21a solely devoted to conservation of animal genetic resources. This long-expected, positive development was facilitated by the process of preparation of the Country Report on animal genetic resources, and a growing awareness of the need to address specifically conservation of animal genetic resources in the national legal framework.

Following a requirement of the new breeding law the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development through specific regulation of 9th June, 2004, identified the National Research Institute of Animal Production as the institution authorised to implement and coordinate activities on conservation of farm animal genetic resources.

Already on 1st January 2004, the Institute took over direct implementation of the conservation programmes in several species, including signing contracts with breeders. These species cover cattle, poultry (partly), fur animals, fish and honeybees. For remaining species: horses, sheep and pigs the implementation of conservation programmes is executed by breeders’ societies. As the Institute was entrusted with substantial amount of additional work and responsibilities the new full-time post will be created in the National Focal Point for Animal Genetic Resources this September.

During the reporting period, the Working Groups, responsible for particular species had regular meetings and carried out their activities, addressing various problems related to implementation of conservation programmes. All conservation programmes are being evaluated and reconsidered, and proposals for necessary amendments are being currently discussed.

The initiative of 2003, to restore population of Polish White-backed cattle, is successfully carried out, the population includes 28 cows now, the herd book has been opened and conservation breeding programme approved by the Minister of Agriculture. The new conservation programmes for Małpolski and Silesian horses have been developed in lights of continuously decreasing purebred populations of these two native breeds.

· Activities related to gene banks

In 2003, activities of animal gene bank were limited to support for collection of the semen of the Polish Red cattle and fish genetic resources. 

· Cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

· Contribution to further development and implementation of the Rural Development Programme for 2004-2006, Activity 4. Support for Agri-Environmental Programmes, scheme G01 – Conservation of native animal genetic resources. The National Focal Point is involved in preparation of all documentation regarding implementation of the G01 scheme. Ms Jaszczynska is providing lectures and expert consultation at training courses for advisers that will support farmers willing to join this scheme.   

· Contribution to development of Agrobiodiversity Strategy. 

Since January 2004, Dr Martyniuk has been involved in the work of the Advisory Committee for conservation and sustainable utlization of agricultural biological diversity in rural areas established by the Ministry of Agriculture. She coordinated work of the drafting group that prepared initial concept and content of the National Strategy on Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Rural Areas’ Biological Diversity. The prepared material became a basis for development of the first draft of the National Strategy, which should be completed by 2004.

· National Focal Point was involved in preparation/contribution to various documents being developed by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and the Ministry of Environment, e.g. OECD survey on environmental indicators for agriculture.

· Cooperation with NGOs

National Focal Point continued providing support in implementation of several projects/activities carried out by the NGOs that include AnGR component:

· Kurpie model of agricultural biological diversity as a contribution to in-situ conservation of AnGR and PGR, supporting development of local communities Civil Institute of Ecology - re-establishment of several Polish native breeds in Kurpie region. Initiated in 2002, continuation in 2003-2004. Project outcomes were evaluated through preparation of the MSc thesis supervised by the NC.

· Biodiversity conservation in Barycza Valley Lower Silesia Eco-development Foundation - establishment of Greenlegged Partridge hen flocks in small farms in the Barycza valley area and eggs marketing. Project was completed in July 2003. The Foundation continues agobiodiversity-related work aiming on introduction of other native breeds in their future projects. 
· Conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity in Wigry National Park. Project prepared by the „Conference of the Green Lungs of Poland Conservation Services” aiming at introduction of native breeds at private farms located within Wigry National Park; implementation initiated in 2003, continuation in 2004.

· Activities related to databases and EFABIS project

In 2003 a substantial progress has been achieved in implementation of the EFABIS project, what was presented in the first annual report to the European Commission. Two Polish software engineers are currently working in Mariansse, Germany, in a team responsible for software development led by Prof. Eildert Groeneveld. The content of national database, under responsibility of the Polish side, was discussed with National Coordinators and agreed on. No update of the Polish database has been undertaken due to development of the new database and other priority activities. 

· International Cooperation 
· Polish representative, Dr Barbara Gajda, was contributing to the ERFP project on cryoconservation, led by Mr Sipke Heimstra. 

· The NC contributed to preparation of Animal Genetic resources subportal at Agroweb Poland homepage.

· Education and public awareness issues

· Annual meeting of the Polish Society on Animal Production held on 9-12 September 2003 in Krakow with the main theme: the State of AnGR in Poland. Presentation of two invited papers at the plenary session.

· The NC prepared a brochure on implementation of Scheme IV (Conservation of AnGR) in implementation of Agri-Environmenatal Programme.

· Preparation of a special Exhibition of Native Breeds during XVIII National Animal Show POLAGRA-FARM in Poznan on 8-12 October 2003.  The Exhibition included presentation of livestock, promotion of native breeds and their products as well as panel discussions on conservation programmes for given species; the exhibition was extremely well received by breeders and the public.

· The NFP-AnGR, in cooperation with NGOs provided several lectures during workshops and training sessions for farmers involved AnGR projects.

· The NFP-AnGR has contributed to preparation of several broadcasts on AnGR conservation.

· Meetings participation 

· International Meeting of Indigenous Livestock Breeding Communities held in Nairobi, Kenya, 27th–30th October 2003 organized by ITDG-EA (Intermediate Technology Development Group - East Africa) and the League for Pastoral Peoples. 

· Three working meetings on EFABIS project (European Farm Animal Biodiversity Information System) – Rome, November 2003; Rome, April 2004 and Mariansee, April 2004.

· European Regional Focal Point Steering Committee meeting - Paris, March 2004.

· 3rd Session of the WG-AnGR - FAO Rome, March - April, 2004 on behalf of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development;

· 10 years of GEF activities in Poland  - conference organized by GEF-SPF, 16-17 April 2004, presentation of two invited papers “Conservation of animal genetic resources – global perspective” and “Animal Genetic Resources in Agri-environmental programmes”.

II. Situation regarding SoW-AnGR Country Report

The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development submitted Country Report on AnGR to the FAO in October 2002. Polish Country Report is published on DAD-IS and on Polish Agroweb-Animal Genetic Resources. 

III. Primary activities planned for the coming year
· Implementation of conservation programmes in the lights of new responsibilities entrusted to the Institute, and relevant activities;

· Conclusion of reconsideration of all conservation programmes on the basis of experience obtained during their implementation since 2000 (ongoing); 

· Contribution to further development and implementation of Agri-Environmental Programmes in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development;

· Contribution to development of the National Strategy on Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Rural Areas’ Biological Diversity, to be completed by the end of 2004;

· Preparation of a special Exhibition of Native Breeds during XIX National Animal Show POLAGRA- FARM 2004 in Poznan, 7-10 October 2004. Organization of exhibition and animal show and evaluation and all related events. The Native Breeds’ Exhibition will include presentation of livestock, promotion of native breeds and their products as well as panel discussions on conservation programmes;

· Edition and publishing of publication on Polish native breeds after securing adequate financial resources (pending since 2003);

· Contribution to Agroweb network and other information sharing initiatives;

· Participation in the EFABIS project.
