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Report of last year (2003/2004)

5 year mandate for Centre for Genetic Resources, the Netherlands (CGN)

· The Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food quality approved a 5 year mandate (2004-2008) for CGN to conserve and promote sustainable utilization of genetic resources in the Netherlands. For AnGR, this mandate includes a) the establishment and management of ex situ collections, b) support for in situ management of small populations, c) scientific research on cryobiology and genetic management. More information on CGN-website: www.cgn.wur.nl
· CGN works closely together with the Dutch Domestic Rare Breed Foundation (NGO), the Dutch Gene Bank Foundation (NGO) and with the private sector (breeding associations, herdbook, breeding industry).
· CGN contributes to the ERFP, both financially (on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture) and through participation in the Steering Committee of the ERFP.  

ERFP Working group ‘Guidelines cryopreservation’

· The ERFP working group finished the guidelines and the document was distributed in April 2004 to all National Co-ordinators. Please contact NC-Netherlands (chairman of this working group) for additional copies or questions/comments regarding the guidelines.

Dutch gene bank collections for farm animals (ex situ)

Between September 2003 and September 2004 the following activities have been undertaken:

· Sheep

· Semen collection of  epididymal semen of two rare sheep breeds (Drenthe and Veluwe Heath Sheep)

· Cattle

· Continuation of intake of semen of rare Dutch cattle breeds 

· Continuation of intake of 25 doses semen of testing bulls of widely used/commercial breeds

· More than 100 doses of semen wer distributed to support rare cattle breed populations 

· Poultry

· Semen collection of 60 roosters of 6 rare poultry breeds (10 roosters per breed)

Quality assurance of CGN activities

· CGN started ISO-certification of all activities with special emphasis on gene bank related processes (intake, freezing, use, etc.)

Support in situ conservation of Dutch domestic animal breeds

· Following the strategic priorities in the Dutch country report on AnGR (FAO SoW AnGR), the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture asked CGN and the Dutch Foundation for Rare Domestic Animal Breeds to advice the government on (new) options for stimulation of in situ  conservation of rare domestic animal breeds.

FAO State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources

· NC-Netherlands supported a regional workshop in Bangkok, discussing country reports and regional priorities of Asian countries.

· As a member of the Dutch delegation, NC participated in the ITWG-AnGR meeting at FAO headquarters in Rome

Scrapie eradication programme

· CGN advised responsible organisations on risks of scrapie eradication and suggested accompanying measures to conserve genetic diversity through controlled selection and ex situ conservation of genetic variation in the gene bank.

Databases and information systems

· The cryo-database CRYO-IS (gene bank) has been developed further, which is closely related to ISO certification of gene bank related processes, as mentioned above. 

· The existing national breed-database was converted to MS-Access. Further modification and improvement will follow developments from the EBABIS and ERFP projects on databases.

Research

· A new PhD project on genetic management of AnGR started in 2003. This is a collaboration project between the Centre for Genetic Resources, the Netherlands, the Animal Breeding and Genetics group of Wageningen University and the Animal Sciences Group in Lelystad. General objectives of this project are to further develop methods for genetic conservation strategies, to keep breeds/populations out of a genetic bottleneck and to develop a decision support tool for conservation, development and sustainable use of AnGR.

· Major improvements have been made in cryo-biology research in order to optimise freezing protocols, with special emphasis on poultry. 

Plan next year (2004-2005) – some elements

Gene bank collections for farm animals

· Storage of another 6 (rare) poultry breeds 

· Continuation of  semen collection of cattle, sheep and horse breeds on a regular, individual basis

Documentation and information systems

· The databases for ex situ conservation (cryo gene bank) and for all farm animal genetic resources (breeds) will be further developed, implemented and updated.
EU-programme genetic resources

· CGN will focus on collaboration in one or more EU-projects under new-GENRES

