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Report of last year

FAO State of the World for Animal Genetic Resources

· The national co-ordinator of the Netherlands (NCNeth) contributed to a number of meetings at FAO-headquarters. In September 2000, the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Animal Genetic Resources mandated FAO to initiate the preparation of the first Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources. With support of national coordinators, FAO developed guidelines for the preparation of Country Reports. 

· The government of the Netherlands strongly supports the State of the World process, in particular through financial support for one of the Regional Training Workshops in South Asia and through a Netherlands-FAO partnership programme. The  NCNeth has been trained as an expert facilitator in a global training at FAO, together with about 20 other persons. These expert facilitators will support Regional Training Workshops and country assistance upon request from 2001.

· In June 2001, NCNeth represented the Netherlands at the Second Ad-hoc Session of International Stakeholders in Animal Genetic Resources at FAO in Rome. 

· The Dutch Ministry of Agriculture asked the NCNeth to act as the projectleader and secretary for the SoW-AnGR-country driven process in the Netherlands and secretary for the Dutch process. A National Consultative Committee has been formed already and the ‘stake holder representatives’ of the NCC have been invited for a first meeting in September 2001.

Gene bank for farm animals

· From 2000 onwards the conservation of animal genetic resources (including genebank for farm animals) is performed as a statutory task of the Institute for Animal Science and Health. The NCNeth operates as head of the unit for conservation of animal genetic resources, which is responsible for these statutory tasks for the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Being a statutory task, the Ministry strongly influences the activities of the gene bank for farm animals in the direction of conservation of genetic resources of Dutch origin with (future) diversity value. Both Ministry of Agriculture and breeding organisations support the gene bank activities financially.

· Last year, more semen has been collected in the gene bank. Most of the effort has been put on pigs and horses. 
A sample of semen from horses of two endangered breeds, the Gelderlander and the Groningen horse has been collected for the gene bank. A start has been made with collection of semen of another breed: Dutch draught power horse.
Semen has been collected of 8 purebred boar lines of pig breeding companies. Collection will be continued for another 7 boar lines.
From all bulls to be tested, AI organisations donate 25 semen straws to the gene bank. 
As a result of the Foot and Mouth Disease crisis in 2001, the Ministry of Agriculture asked the NCNeth (head of the gene bank for farm animals) to make a proposal for conservation/collection of semen of Dutch endangered sheep breeds in the gene bank. Semen collection will start in september/october 2001.

· A database has been developed for gene bank purposes. Aim in the near future is to make the database accessible for different types of users (internet). 
On a national level, the Dutch national focal point for CBD/COP6 (being the head of the centre for plant genetic resources), has been asked to develop a internet-site with information/availability of all Dutch genetic resources: plant, animal and microbial. This internet site will be linked to more detailed information, for example the data-base of the Dutch Gene Bank for farm animals.

Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak 2001

· NCNeth advised the Ministry of Agriculture during the FMD crisis, about the (potential) loss of animal diversity as a result of the ‘stamping out strategy’. Although a number of sheep flocks of endangered sheep breeds could not be rescued, the awareness for conservation of animal genetic resources (both ‘in situ’ and ‘ex situ’) has increased substantially.

· The outbreak of foot and mouth disease made clear that disease eradication policy is (partly) in contradiction with conservation of farm animal diversity. In 1999, a (Dutch) report has been written on risk and safety aspects of the animal gene bank. One important aspect of the report was the serious risk for the gene bank, to be eradicated during a FMD crisis. The past FMD-crisis put this aspect on the policy-agenda (again).

· As a result of the FMD crisis, The Dutch Ministry of Agriculture asked NCNeth to make a proposal for the collection of semen of five rare sheep breeds. Semen collection will start in september/october 2001.  Current disease eradication programmes (FMD, scrapie) also resulted in much more interest in optimization of breeding programmes for small (endangered) populations. 

Research

· Two PhD-studies are under way: 
- The development of guidelines for cryo-conservation
- Breeding strategies for small populations

· Cryo-biology research: 
- Improving cryo-conservation methods for all farm animal species

Working plan next year

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries

· The work for the SoW-AnGR of FAO will be continued (Country report of the Netherlands and Regional Training Workshop in South Asia).

Gene bank for farm animals

· The conservation activities for horses and pigs will be finished and the activities for poultry and sheep will be started. 

Research and education

· The two PhD-studies will be finished (Guidelines for (cryo)conservaton & Breeding strategies for small populations). 

· A EU-project will be submitted, in which genetic and economic knowledge will be combined to stimulate the use of a broad genetic variation in future food production systems in the EU. 

· Continuation of cryo-biology research, improving cryo conservation methods for all farm animal species.

· In collaboration with the Agricultural Economics Institute and the Centre for Plant Genetic Resources in the Netherlands, research will be started focusing on stimulation of in situ and ex situ conservation of genetic resources and on valuation of genetic resources.
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