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During the last few decades modern breeding techniques have greatly improved the Production potential of most farm animal species. Within each species a few so called “modern breeds have gained world wide dominance. The modern breeds have replaced many local breeds and thus reduced the genetic base.


The management of Animal Genetic Resources is coordinating by the Board for Farm Animal Genetic Resources. In Lithuania the system for characterization, management, registration and conservation of plant and animal genetic resources is developing. Domestic animal genetic resources are part of this system. Information on genetic structure of breed is very important in making decisions for it conservation, origin, place within other breeds. 

Primary activities of the past year:


The owners keeping endangered breeds were supported. Subsidies for horses, cows, ewes, pigs, geese, goats were paid by the State.

Recently, conservation of the gene pool of Lithuanian ash-grey and white-backed cattle was started by establishing genofund herds and pure breeding of animals. Milk recording of cows indicated that the milk yields of Lithuanian ash-grey and white backed cattle were not lower than those of Lithuanian Black-and-White and Red cattle. Further studies are needed for more exact evaluation of constitution-conformation traits and milk composition.


A small flock of local coarsewooled sheep has been established at the Lithuanian Institute of Animal Science with the purpose of prevention from extinction and scientific research. The data on exterior, fertility, weight of newborn lambs, growth rate, milk yield of ewes, chemical composition of milk, wool production and quality were analyzed.

Until the flock of geese is formed now, at the first stage of conservation of Vištinės geese, it becomes most important to analyze the characters of geese retained in 30 years when no selection had been carried out.

After investigation of horse blood, growth rate of foals and measures of horse character it was established that Žemaitukai horses had some peculiar alleles not found, for example in Arab horses. According to their temper characteristics, Žemaitukai are very receptive to human influence, so growing and care conditions as well as human behavior with Žemaitukai since they early age are of great importance for revealing their natural qualities and character formation.

Lithuania finished the Preparation of the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources. 

Objectives was:
· To get overview how the process on Preparation of the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources is developing within countries
· To stimulate work and cooperation at regional level on AnGR;
· To identify problems during country report preparation and try to find possibilities to solve them;
· To stimulate work and cooperation at regional level on AnGR;
· To identify problems during country report preparation and try to find possibilities to solve them.
Lithuanian AnGR specialists participated in X Baltic Animal Breeding and Genetics Conference, Tartu, Estonia, June, 2004. 

In compliance with the decision of the FAO and EAAP convened the meetings of representatives from Central and Eastern Europe. Development of AnGR Network in CEE Countries and Establishment of AnGR Panel in the AgroWeb Internet Portal, Meeting, July 20-22, 2004, Tbilisi.  First testing happened between Lithuania, Georgia and Armenia. We still developing this page and your remarks will be very useful for CEE AGROWEB AnGR Network.

 See http://www.zum.lt/agroweb/angr.htm  

Primary activities planned for the coming year:

· XI Baltic Animal Breeding and Genetics Conference, Lithuania, May, 2005.

· Conference on Biodiversity of horse genetic resources, its characterization and conservation - International Conference, November 18-20, 2004, Kaunas, Lithuania

· FAO-ERFP-EAAP Workshop “Animal Genetic Resources – AnGR”  September 4, 2004, Bled, Slovenia


