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Countries involved in the Convention of Biological Diversity have sovereignty and responsibility over the recourses they have. Latvia has signed this convention in 1995.
The Ministry of Agriculture established Consultative Committee of Farm Animal Genetic Resources that monitors the conservation process, consults breeding organizations and reviews conservation programmes and their goals. The main responsible bodies for implementation of the conservation programmes are breeding organizations. Breeding programs are worked out by breeding organizations. Farmers breeding organizations, Latvian State Breeding Information Data Processing Centre (DPC) and artificial insemination stations are involved in realization of the programs.

Protected of domestic animals in Latvia are those 5 breeds that historical developed Latvia: Latvian brown and Latvian blue cows, Latvian white pigs, Latvian horses (draught horses) and Latvian Dark-headed sheep. 

Activities of the past year

1. Latvia is participating in the SoWAnGR process. The representative (NC and NCC) participated at the FAO satellite subregional workshop. There was IX Baltic animal breeding and genetic conference, in Latvia where NC from Eastern and EU countries participated.

2. Breeding organization have to work out Action plan on conservation in compliance with the conservation programme. There are conservation action plans worked out in 2002 for Latvian Blue cow breed, Latvian White pig breed by relevant breeding organizations.
3. State support for conservation of breed since 1996 was allocated to Latvian Blue cow and from 2003 - for nucleus group of Latvian White pig breed and Latvian Brown cows.

4.The Latvian report on the state of the worlds animal genetic recourses is finished and published in latvian.
5. The new Animal Breeding Law is under preparation and will be finish on the 01.12.2003.

6. The number of animals of endangered breeds is stabile.

7. There is an organization of Latvian Blue cow established in Latvia

Activities planned for the coming year

1. After the accession to the EU Latvia will maintain the state support for indigenous breeds. There will also possibility to support the maintenance of indigenous genetic resources from EU structural particularly - Guidance Section of the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee fund (EAGGF).

2. Breeding organization is elaborating the national action plan for Latvian brown, Latvian horses (draught horses) and Latvian Dark-headed sheep.

3. Update the Latvian date at the FAO DAD -IS

