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I. 
The Icelandic Country Report on Farm Animal Genetic Resources, co-authored by Emma Eythórsdóttir, Jón Vidar Jónmundsson and Ólafur R. Dýrmundsson on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture, was issued and submitted to the FAO in October 2003 (in English). This was subsequently followed by a version in Icelandic, including an appendix on fresh-water fish.

II. 
We have, as before, participated in several activities of the Nordic Gene Bank for Domestic Animals (NGH). Emma Eythórsdóttir represents Iceland on the board and Jón Vidar Jónmundsson serves as her substitute. Ólafur R. Dýrmundsson represents Iceland in the NGH Information Group  as well as  in the Sheep and Goat Group and a few other Icelanders are beginning to participate in groups for cattle, horses and poultry. Four Icelanders attended the NGH symposium  "How to secure sustainable management of animal genetic resources in the Nordic countries? "held in Visby on the Island of Gotland, Sweden, 1-2 May 2004 which highlighted many aspects of the conservation of animal genetic resources in the Nordic countries. At the same time the NGH celebrated its 20 years of activity.

III.
The Icelandic Animal Genetic Resources Committee  held a symposium on 19 March 2004 in honour of Stefán Adalsteinsson for his pioneering efforts to conserve Icelandic  native livestock. He was in fact the first director of the NGH. Several papers were presented on all aspects of the conservation of animal, plant and forest genetic resources in Iceland. Amongst  the speakers were Stefán, who reviewed the status of conservation of domestic animals in Iceland, and Erling Fimland, the present director of the NGH, who presented an overview of gene bank activities.

IV.
State support, through the budget of the Icelandic Agricultural Genetics Committee, is given to goats only, the Iceland Goat being an endangered breed with a population of only 370 winterfed animals. This amounted to ISK 4000 or 44 Euro in 2003 per recorded breeding goat. A paper on this isolated, inbred breed is due to be published in Animal Genetic Resources Information (AGRI). Another endangered population in Iceland is the unique leadersheep numbering 900-1000 purebred animals. Leadersheep breeders have  increasingly used AI services rather than keeping rams. A study of pedigree records has shown that greater care should be taken in selecting the AI rams in order to avoid excessive inbreeding as many of them  have proved to be related. Thus emphasis is placed on accurate individual recording and monitoring of pedigree information. A paper on Icelandic leadersheep was published in AGRI No. 32, 2002.

V. 
Amongst primary activities is continuation of cooperation within the NGH. Emphasis is placed on the dissemination of information on endangered breeds and characteristics and participation in research projects dealing, for example, with the ancestry and origin of Nordic livestock breeds. A brochure on Icelandic livestock breeds is being prepared with colour photographs and texts in three languages, English, Icelandic and Norwegian. A society dedicated to the conservation of the small population of native Icelandic poultry was founded recently. It  has already enjoyed considerable publicity by holding a poultry exhibition in Reykjavík in the spring and by starting the publication of a journal. I shall continue to take part in various conservation activities and do my best in disseminating information about Icelandic livestock breeds, both in Iceland and abroad.

Finally, I wish to thank Dominique Planchenault, and others involved in ERFP conservation efforts, for good cooperation throughout the year.







