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1. I continue to communicate with international bodies on matters relating to the conservation and management of farm animal genetic resources.  Several individuals have also received information, mainly about the native breeds which are of great economic importance in Iceland. Of these, horses, and sheep to a lesser extent, are also known abroad.

2. After the 7th Workshop in Budapest I wrote a short article which was published in the farming journal “Bændablaðið” on 11 September 2001 where I outlined the main international efforts to strengthen the conservation and management of farm animal genetic resources, emphasizing the work of the FAO, the RBI and the EAAP. Furthermore, I wrote a memorandum which I sent to the Ministry of Agriculture and the Icelandic Genetic Resources Committee on 22 January 2002 stressing the need to pay closer attention to the potential impact of imported genetic material on native livestock breeds. Previosly, I had addressed this issue and others related at a meeting in the Ministry of Agriculture on 20 December 2001 and on 4 January 2002 in the Icelandic Genetic Resources Committee. Useful discussions took place at both these meetings on the participation of Iceland in the first Report of the State of the World´s Animal Genetic Resources (SoW-AnGR). Hopingly the Ministry will secure the full participation of Iceland in this work although somewhat delayed according to the FAO time schedule.

3. The will is being expressed, not least at the farming level, to conserve farm animal genetic resources in Iceland. This is, for example, reflected in the fact that plans to import genetic material from Norwegian Red Dairy Cattle (NRF) into Iceland have been abandoned after a widespread, and often heated debates, and being twice voted against in recent years by approximately 75% of cattle farmers. Several Members of Parliament have now proposed parliamentary declarations, one relating to the revision of the legislation on live animal imports and another on special measures to conserve the native Iceland Cattle, the only dairy breed in the country. The following societies have been founded in order to strengthen the conservation of native livestock breeds:

· Goat Breeders Society of Iceland (founded in 1991)
· Leadersheep Society of Iceland  (founded in 2000)
· Colour - Change Club/Breeding and Conservation of Roan Iceland Horses (founded in 2000)
· "Búkolla" / Breeding and Conservation of Iceland Cattle (founded in 2001)
· Iceland Poultry Breed Society (in preparation but not yet officially founded)

The following table which is based on the annual Livestock Census gives an overview of breeds and numbers of breeding livestock in the country and also shows how important the native breeds are in livestock production in Iceland.

Breeding livestock in Iceland 2001

	Species 
	Breeds
	Number (breeding)
	Origin

	Cattle
	Iceland Cattle

Galloway

Aberdeen Angus

Limousin
	             40.000

               1.000
	native

imported

imported

imported

	Sheep
	Iceland Sheep

(including some

 1000-1500 leadersheep)
	           470.000
	native

	Horses
	Iceland Horse
	             40.000
	native



	Goats
	Iceland Goat
	                  382
	native



	Pigs
	Landrace

Yorkshire

Duroc
	               4.000
	imported

imported

imported

	Poultry
	Iceland Poultry

Egg and meat breeds
	               2.000

           193.000
	native

imported

	Mink
	Fur breeds
	             37.000
	imported



	Fox
	Fur breeds
	               4.000
	imported



	Rabbits
	Fur, wool and meat breeds
	                  700
	imported


4. A computerized world databank for the Iceland Horse Breed has been established in the Farmers Association of Iceland, accessible on the Internet through www.worldfengur.com and furthermore through e-mail by worldfengur@worldfengur.com. Exports of ram semen are continuing to North-America where Iceland Sheep are gaining in popularity, fertilized ova from Icelandic ewes were exported for the first time in November 2001 for genetic improvement work in the Norwegian Spælsau breed, a distant relative, and breeding horses are continuously being exported to various countries.

5. Iceland keeps close contacts with the Nordic Gene Bank for Domestic Animals (NGH) which has a secretariat in Norway. I attended a very informative and inspiring seminar in June 2002 in Sweden organized by the NGH where Emma Eythorsdóttir, the Chairman of the Icelandic Genetic Resources Committee and Iceland´s representative on the NGH board, cooperated with me on presenting information about the status of conservation of farm animal genetic resources in Iceland. At this NGH-seminar there was, for example, a very useful discussion on the role of native, often endangered breeds, in agricultural production under increasing pressure from intensification and globalization. Icelandic livestock farming in certainly under a heavy economic pressure of intensification, most clearly witnessed in poultry and pig production. There is an obvious need to keep a close watch on the situation and establish ways and means of conserving and managing efficiently the valuable native genetic resources.

Finally, I wish to thank Dominique Planchenault and others, involved in our conservation efforts, for good co-operation throughout the year. 
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