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1.
As before, I have as the National Co-ordinator for Iceland, continued to communicate with international bodies involved in the management of farm animal genetic resources. Several individuals have also received information, mainly about the native breeds most of which are of great economic importance in Iceland. Icelandic horses, and sheep to a lesser extent, are also known abroad.

2.
I was invited to attend a meeting of the Icelandic Genetic Resources Committee on 28 March 2000 where Erling Fimland from the Nordic Gene Bank for Livestock (NGH) presented a report on its activities, and on 7 December 2000 I listened to a lecture on old Nordic cattle breeds given by Emma Eyþórsdóttir at the Agricultural Research Institute.

3.
There has been a continuing debate on the plans of the Cattle Producers Association to import Norwegian Red Dairy Cattle (NRF) by embryo transfer into Iceland. As indicated in my 5th Country Report in 1999 the native Iceland Cattle Breed is the only dairy cattle breed in Iceland and there is a strong support, both in the farming community and amongst the general public, for continued breeding work within the native breed rather than importing a new one. Moreover, there is very limited evidence of eventual economic advantages of such an importation.  A society was founded last winter in support of the conservation and improvement of the native Iceland Cattle Breed. Its membership has grown substantially and certainly outnumbers that of another society founded in the spring by some cattle producers who aim at importing Norwegian Red Dairy Cattle into Iceland. This is a highly controversial issue, for example, due to the fact that a national strategy for the conservation and management of genetic resources in Icelandic agriculture does not exist as yet. However, this subject will be addressed by a committee appointed in February 2001 by the Minister of Agriculture.

4.
The membership of the Leadersheep Society of Iceland reported on in the 6th Country Report in 2000 has now grown to 140. The unique strain of leadersheep exists in small numbers within the Iceland Sheep Breed and enthusiasm for conserving and developing their characteristics has now been extended to the USA and Canada through the exportation of deep-frozen ram semen as indicated in the 5th Country Report. For further information about Icelandic sheep in North America see www.ISBONA.com
5.
I shall continue to do my best as National Co-ordinator in the limited time available. Conservation of native breeds, strains and characteristics are, in my opinion, important means of maintaining genetic diversity. The following table which is based on the annual Livestock Census gives an overview of breeds, and numbers in the country and also shows how important the native breeds are in livestock production in Iceland.

Livestock in Iceland 2000

	Species 
	Breeds
	Number (breeding)
	Origin

	Cattle
	Iceland Cattle

Galloway

Aberdeen Angus

Limousin
	             40.000

               1.000
	native

imported

imported

imported

	Sheep
	Iceland Sheep

(including some

 1000-1500 leadersheep)
	           460.000
	native

	Horses
	Iceland Horse
	             40.000
	native



	Goats
	Iceland Goat
	                  375
	native



	Pigs
	Landrace

Yorkshire

Duroc
	               4.000
	imported

imported

imported

	Poultry
	Iceland Poultry

Egg and meat breeds
	               2.000

           193.000
	native

imported

	Mink
	Fur breeds
	             37.000
	imported



	Fox
	Fur breeds
	               4.000
	imported



	Rabbits
	Fur, wool and meat breeds
	                  700
	imported


Finally, I wish to thank Dominique Planchenault and others, involved in our work, for good co-operation throughout the year.

===========

page 39

