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Activities undertaken during the past year in the frame of AnGR

Running in-situ and ex-situ conservation projects 
The management and conservation of the Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Greece is co-ordinated and supported financially and technically by the Ministry of Agriculture. The activities concerning characterisation, conservation, collection and utilisation of the farm animal genetic resources are undertaken in close co-operation with the Agricultural Universities of the country. Ex-situ conservation of sufficient numbers of the locally adapted sheep breeds is undertaken on Agricultural Stations, which are supervised by the N.AG.RE.F (National Agricultural Research Foundation).

Administration and legislation issues


Subsidized, at the beginning under the regulation 2078/92 and later under the regulation 1257/99, are: 1 Buffalo, 2 Cattle, 13 Sheep, 1 Goat and 5 Horse, breeds. 


Meetings Participation - International Cooperation

The NC and the scientists collaborating with the Greek National Focal Point have participated to numerous national and international events related to the Farm Animal Genetic Resources, including between others, the RBI Meeting (Rome, August. 2003), the 6th International Livestock Farming System Symposium (Benevento, 26-29 August, 2003), the EAAP Congress (Rome, 31 August - 3 September 2003), the FAO Meeting (Rome, 2004), 2nd Join Meeting of the Departments of Animal Science in Balkan Countries, 15- 17 October 2003, Bucharest, Romania, in the Workshop on the Conservatıon and Management of Anımal Genetıc Resources, organised by the Department of Anımal Scıence Faculty of Agriculture - Trakya Unıversıty (10 -12 May 2004, Tekirdag, Turkey) and the Workshop on the Conservatıon and Management of Anımal Genetıc Resources (June 2004, Tirana, Albania)
Research undertaken relevant to the Animal Genetic Resources of the country

The National Focal Point and its associates, is directly involved in the following projects:

Planning the implementation and administration of a database for AnGR and 
European Cryoconservation of Heritage Sheep Breeds – Scoping Study
Among several research projects carried out last year in the country, the most significant is ECONOGENE, a project funded by the European Union. It combines a molecular analysis of biodiversity, socio-economics and geostatistics in order to address the in situ conservation of sheep and goat genetic resources and rural development in marginal agro systems in Europe. The project is still in its implementation process, carried out in Greece by the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the National Agricultural Research Foundation, with the collaboration of authorities of the Ministry of Agriculture.
Another project for the utilization of the local breeds of the Epirus region for the production of quality products is implemented.  The objectives are to develop breeding programs for the local goats and sheep populations, raised in several districts of the region. The improved animals will be utilized as suitable genetic material for the production of certified high quality meat and milk products. 


Primary activities planned for the coming year

In collaboration with SAVE, a project for the monitoring of goat and donkeys population in Greece is about to start with surveys and tours in the country. In winter 2004, a workshop is planned, with objective to motivate the different forces of the non-governmental sector to cooperate.

The implementation plan of the Database project has been discussed with the responsible authorities of the country. The main partners considered, in collaboration with the Focal Point are the Ministry of Agriculture, the National Agricultural Research Foundation and the Aristotle University..

In the frame of the EU regulation 1257/99 concerning the production of biological products and the Common Agricultural Policy, the authorities of the Ministry of Agriculture, non governmental organizations, local administrative officials and representatives of the scientific community of the country have stress their intention to initialise and implement several studies and pilot projects for the most appropriate utilization and evaluation of the local breeds of farm animals. They will also focus on convincing and supporting the livestock breeders for establishing organizations for the preservation of the indigenous breeds.  These projects are expected to start from the beginning of next (2005) year.
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