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A. Monitoring and conservation work

Running in-situ and ex-situ conservation projects 
The management and conservation of the Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Greece is co-ordinated and supported financially and technically by the Ministry of Agriculture. The activities concerning characterisation, conservation, collection and utilisation of the farm animal genetic resources are undertaken in close co-operation with the Agricultural Universities of the country. Ex-situ conservation of sufficient numbers of the locally adapted sheep breeds is undertaken on Agricultural Stations, which are supervised by the N.AG.RE.F (National Agricultural Research Foundation).
Activities related to international databases

No activities to update the FAO DAD-IS and the EAAP databases were undertaken this year. The last update was last year (2002) and no substantial changes in the inventory of the AnGR of the country have been recorded.

B. Administration and legislation issues


Subsidized, at the beginning under the regulation 2078/92 and later under the regulation 1257/99, are: 1 Buffalo, 2 Cattle, 13 Sheep, 1 Goat and 5 Horse, breeds. 


During the past decades, before the implementation of the in-situ conservation programs, the numbers of the local populations reduced considerably and in the most of the cases have overcome downwards the risk threshold. When the conservation programs started and from then on, the population numbers of some breeds remained stable or increased slightly, while the numbers of the most breeds increased considerably. The continuation of the in-situ conservation programs under the Regulation 1750/99 will contribute, according to the above development, to an additional increase of the local threatened populations. 


C. Meetings Participation - International Cooperation


Participation to the Report on the SOW-AnGR

A Follow up Regional Workshop for the SoW-AnGR Report preparation in the South-Eastern European Countries has been held in Thessaloniki between 16th and 20th of November 2002. The purpose of the seminar was the review of the Country Reports and the discussion on the problems faced during their preparation.

The seminar has been initiated by FAO and realized with the collaboration of the personnel of the Greek Focal Point for Animal Genetic resources. FAO has been represented by Prof. Ricardo Cardellino. Representatives of Greece, Cyprus, Albania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, FYROM, Turkey, Portugal, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan joined the seminar, as well as a representative of the World Association for Animal Production.

A Satellite Sub regional Workshop for South East European, EU and Mediterranean countries on preparation of country reports on SoW–AnGR, has been held in Ioannina – Epirus – Greece on 4th of June 2003.  The Workshop was connected to the Symposium on Animal Production and Natural Resources Utilisation in the Mediterranean Areas (5-7/6/2003) which was jointly organised by EAAP, CIHEAM, FAO and the Hellenic Association for Animal Production.  The purpose of the FAO Workshop  was the review of the Country Reports and the discussion on the problems faced during their preparation, as well as to set up some initial questions regarding the regional synthesis of the country reports. FAO has been represented by Prof. Ricardo Cardellino.  Representatives of Greece, Italy, Serbia and Montenegro, Turkey, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Mauritania, Ireland and Great Britain, joined the Workshop, as well as a representative of the World Association for Animal Production.  

The Greek government has confirmed to continue its financial contribution to the funding of the Regional Focal Point for Animal Genetic Resources in Europe (ERFP) under the decided guidelines. The financial support of the ERFP will be continued also for the next years.

Call for Action Projects (2002) - the DB implementation and administration project.

In the frame of the last year’s Call for Action Projects of the ERFP, the proposal of the Greek NC concerning the DB Implementation and Administration, supported by 15 other countries-members of the ERFP, has been accepted by the evaluation committee. The project will last two years and is progressing. 

Participation of the NC or representatives in relevant meetings and international events

The NC and the scientists collaborating with the Greek National Focal Point have participated to numerous national and international events related to the Farm Animal Genetic Resources, including between others, the RBI Meeting (Cairo 29/8/2002), the EAAP Congress (Cairo 1-4/9/2002), the FAO Meeting (Rome 23-25/1/2003), the ERFP Meeting (Paris, 22-23/2/ 2003), the FAO Regional Workshop (Domzale (Slovenia) 7-9/3/2003) and the Symposium held in Kesan – Turkey (15-16/5/2003).

D. Research undertaken relevant to the Animal Genetic Resources of the country

Among several research projects carried out last year in the country, the most remarkable is ECONOGENE, a project funded by the European Union. It combines a molecular analysis of biodiversity, socio-economics and geostatistics in order to address the in situ conservation of sheep and goat genetic resources and rural development in marginal agro systems in Europe. The project is still in its implementation process, carried out in Greece by the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the National Agricultural Research Foundation, with the collaboration of authorities of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Another project aiming on the utilization of the local breeds of the Epirus region for the production of certified high quality meat and milk products has already started.  The objectives are to develop breeding programs for the local goats and sheep populations and  adapt the existing production systems to the demands of the certification for quality, the creation of a breeders association in collaboration with the relevant governmental authorities and the processing industry and to organize the markets for the products. 
E. Publications, Education and Public Awareness Issues

A paper related to the buffalo production system is accepted to be published in the collaboration of the Istituto Sperimentale per la Zootecnia, Italy.


Topics related to the management and conservation of Animal Genetic Recourses have been included in the educational material distributed during courses on the field of organic animal production designed for young farmers and offered by authorities of the organizations AGROCERT (certification of agricultural products) and DIMITRA (farmers education).


F. Main activities planned for the coming year

In the frame of the EU regulation 1257/99 concerning the production of biological products and the Common Agricultural Policy, the authorities of the Ministry of Agriculture, non governmental organizations, local administrative officials and representatives of the scientific community of the country have the intention to initialise and implement several studies and pilot projects for the most appropriate utilization and evaluation of the local breeds of farm animals. They will also focus on convincing and supporting the livestock breeders for establishing organizations for the preservation of the indigenous breeds.  These projects were expected to start from the fall of this year (2003). 
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