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In Greece the management of the Animal Genetic Resources and the conservation of unique breeds and strains that are threatened by extinction, is encouraged financially and technically by the Ministry of Agriculture. The activities concerning characterisation, conservation, collection and utilisation of the farm animal genetic resources of the country are undertaken in collaboration with the Agricultural Universities. Sufficient numbers of purebred indigenous sheep breeds are maintained in nucleus form, on Agricultural Stations of the N.A.R.F (National Agricultural Research Foundation), for research and as a source of genes for future use.

The nation-wide survey for the determination of the actual demographic distribution and the characterisation of the farm animal genetic resources of the country (buffaloes, cattle, sheep, goats, horses and donkeys), has been finished and the process of updating the FAO-DAD-IS and the EAAP data base has started. The survey initiated by the Ministry of Agriculture and contacted by experts of the Agricultural Universities and the Ministry in collaboration with the relevant peripheral authorities, revealed the following situation: 

A. Two cattle, five sheep and two horse breeds are listed under the “critical” status.

B. The total of the buffalo population, four sheep, one pig and three horse breeds are listed under the “endangered” status.

C. Eight sheep and one goat breed are listed under the “vulnerable” status.

D. One cattle, ten sheep breeds, the total of Greek goat population and one horse breed are being listed as normal.

The Hellenic government has agreed for the National Focal Point to participate in the setting up of the European Regional Focal Point (ERFP) within the framework of the FAO’s Global Strategy on Animal Genetic Resources. Also it has confirmed its financial contribution to the funding of the Regional Focal Point for Animal Genetic Resources in Europe (ERFP) under the decided guidelines. The Greek NC has been elected from among the NC’s to the preliminary Steering Committee, which will consist of the NCs of France Greece, the Netherlands, Poland and the UK (Chair) for one year from August 2000. 
Greece has responded positively to participate to the preparation of the FAO Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources (SoW-AnGR). Following this process the country has established the National Consultative Committee and identified the NC and the NFP as the Technical Secretary. The next steps for preparing the country report will be undertaken in accordance with the progress of the activities and the objectives of the time frame and milestones set by FAO. In the mean time a representative of Greece has attended as observator the two meetings of the Intergovernmental Technical Work Group for Animal Genetic Resources held in Rome in November 2000 and June 2001.

Two representatives attended the one-day meeting held in Brussels in June 2001. The meeting was jointly organized by EAAP and ERFP-Europe and concerned the "EU support of local breeds in danger of extinction", in the frame of EU regulation 1257/99. The consequences of the application of this regulation are negative for the Greek farmers as the buffaloes population, 4 sheep, 1 goat and 3 horse breeds will be no more eligible for financial support.

In the region of Toroni, a traditional agricultural area and the origin of the Sykia breed located in the Chalkidiki peninsula in Northern Hellas, a study and a pilot project have been initiated. The objectives are the economic exploitation of the local cattle population and its utilisation as a factor for rural development. The incentive for this pilot project based on the Sykia cattle population came from the new situation that has been formed after the food crisis in the E.U. countries and the increasing demands of the consumers for certified quality and biological products The implementation of the project will contribute to the overall development of the region, as multiple benefits in the activities of the community are being expected.

In the frame of the EU regulation 1257/99 concerning the production of biological products and the CAP, the authorities of the Ministry of Agriculture and the local administrative officials together with the representatives of the scientific community of the country have the intention to initialize and implement several studies and pilot projects for the most appropriate utilization and evaluation of the local breeds of farm animals. They will also focus on convincing and supporting the livestock breeders for establishing organizations for the preservation of the indigenous breeds.  These projects are expected to start from the beginning of the next year (2002).
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