
Recent Activities on Farm Animal Genetic resources

Germany (Aug. 2002)

National Programme

The main focus was laid on the development of the "National Programme- Animal Genetic Resources", within the national conception "Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture". This programme is seen as a major part of the "national report" regarding the FAO-SoW process.

An important part of the programme turns the attention to the monitoring of genetic resources, especially endangered populations, but also addresses their potential utilisation.

Another important module of the programme is a national cryo-conservation-system, where systematically, regarding the degree of endangerment for a breed, semen and / or  embryos get stored and administrated.

Until now, most of these work is  done by the "Working-Group for Maintaining the Genetic Diversity in Farm Animals" within the "German Association for Animal Production (DGfZ)". Within the framework of the national programme, the working-group will act as an advisory board with further competence concerning the realisation of the "national programme".


Documentation and Information

The official national documentation on animal-genetic-resources in agriculture is assigned to the "Information Centre for Biological Diversity (IBV)" at ZADI. The online-information system TGRDEU (http://www.genres.de/tgrdeu) was further expanded and updated. 

In 2001 the "Bund Deutscher Rassegeflügelzüchter (BDRG) (http://www.bdrg.de)", which is the umbrella organisation for poultry-breeders mainly fancy-breeders, in Germany, carried out a national inquiry and survey on registered breeds and breeding animals. The results provided a major input into the  monitoring part of TGRDEU.

Also measures of the Länder, giving support for rearing farm animals from endangered breeds in the framework of agro-environmental-programmes are documented in TGRDEU. Interested people get informed, which breed/s in the different Länder are supported and which conditions are applied.
http://www.genres.de/tgrdeu/foerderung/index.html

As a further enhancement, TGRDEU now contains additional information on breeds, especially by links to the regarding breeding-organisations, other relevant organisations and associations and projects concerning in-situ conservation-programmes.

First steps towards the documentation of rabbit-breeding (breeds and organisations) and information about wild animal species in utilisation for agriculture or food supply (such as deer and similar species) have begun.
Breeding-programmes, conservation programmes

As stated above, Länder have continued to support rearing farm animals from endangered breeds in the framework of agro-environmental-programmes. An important activity has been to adopt rules of EC-Regulation 1257 / 99, especially the new criteria for endangered breed according Commission Regulation 445/2002 from former EC-regulation 2078/92. In addition support is given for keeping herdbooks and similar measurements. Due to complicated and demanding rules in EC-regulation 1257 / 99 some of the Länder renounce to get co-financial support from the EU.

In Saxony the breeds Rotes Höhenvieh, Erzgebirgsziege and Leineschaf are thouroughly monitored by a public research institute (Saxonian Institute for Agriculture).

A Workshop was organised at the Federal Agricultural Research Centre / FAL (Institute for Animal Science and Animal Husbandry in Mariensee / http://www.tzv.fal.de/institut/engl/index.html) in May 2002. Chances for breeding and sustainable utilisation of endangered poultry breeds were discussed between fancy-breeders, breeding companies, administrations, researchers and NGOs. 

In the sector of breeding organisations and NGOs several projects for endangered populations have been set-up or monitoring-systems are in use (like OPTIMATE, a PC-Programme for management and controlling inbreeding in endangered populations /

http://www.tiho-hannover.de/einricht/zucht/optimate/index_e.htm) 

· For the pig-breed "Bunte Bentheimer" increasing efforts from private and public sector are made, concerning co-ordination of the breeding, registration and giving services to the breeders.

· Progress also is made, regarding a better co-ordination of the breeding-activities within the population of the "Glanrind". A project with funds from public money was started.

· An increasing request for the cattle-breed "Angler Rind alter Zuchtrichtung" can be noticed. Here, the efforts of the NGO "Society for the Conservation of Old and Endangered Livestock Breeds (GEH) / http://www.g-e-h.de " together with farmers and Länder-government have raised renewed interest in this breed. Often farmers in the framework of organic farming are interested in this breed, because the genetic profile matches with the requirements of organic farming systems.

· The different breeding-organisations maintaining "Rotes Höhenvieh" agreed on a better and more intensive co-operation. One of the most important tasks is, to workout a technical and organisational system to merge the population-data into a central databank, which allows to realise a common breeding-programme. An Internet-solution is planned and partly installed. (http://www.rotes-hoehenvieh.de)

· In the field of poultry-breeding, the already existing breeding-programmes for the breeds "Vorwerkhuhn (http://www.genres.de/tgr/vorwerkhuehner), Deutsche Lachshühner and the Lippegans" were further developed. It was initiated by GEH and is run in co-operation with FAL and BDRG. For some other poultry-breeds, (Ostfriesischen Möwen, Leinegänse) first steps towards breeding-programmes are started.

Promotion for use of endangered breeds and raising awareness

As in former years the NGO GEH played a very active role in this field. Several actions and media-performances were organised. The "Angler Rind alter Zuchtrichtung" was chosen and promoted as "breed of the year" on the occasion of the "Green Week 2002" in Berlin to a broad public. 

http://www.g-e-h.de/gef-rassen/gefrasse02.htm

http://www.genres.de/tgr/angler/angler.htm

Again the annual meeting of GEH assembled many people and various groups around the topic of "endangered breeds". Once again the meeting was a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas. 

Another important project is the organisation of arc-farms (Arche-Höfe) within GEH. This work is done more and more professionally.

http://www.genres.de/tgr/geh-arch/

Aspects of marketing and legal regulations, regarding products made, or produced out of endangered breeds and plant-varieties were main subjects of a symposium, held in November 2001 by the Information Centre for Biological Diversity (IBV). By means of the "Weiße Hornlose Heidschnucke / Moorschnucke" (white polled Heidschnucke) it could be demonstrated, how endangered breeds can be established in sustainable agricultural production systems.

http://www.moorschnucke.de

Future activities

A future main focus will be the realisation of the "National Programme Animal Genetic Resources", involving all relevant organisations in the public and private sector. Especially the legal and financial framework for a National Programme has to be established. 

It is not clear yet if the follow-up for the EC-regulation 1467/94 can be exploited to assist the programme.

A project has been started at the Federal Agricultural Research Centre / FAL to set-up a national cryo-conservation-programme. One of the first practical steps will be to review and complete collections of cryo-material (semen, embryos) for all currently endangered breeds. 
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