Country report 
GEORGIA

The result of the activity of the working group and me is that Georgian report about the country genetic resources is included in the Genetic resources world report and presented the main priorities, that must be decided first of all, because Georgia needs quick rehabilitation and development of the Genetic resources. 

Priorities:

· To start working on founding and organizing of breeding and other farmer associations which take an active participation in monitoring breeding and selection work of AnGR in the country.

· To create a National Counseling Committee coordinated to create national program for the protection of diversity of AnGR;

· To start working on the creation of a central identification and registration system and data base  for farm animals;

· To establish animal gene bank.

We already have started working on these priorities but without your recommendations and support, we cannot realize them completely. 

After the global WS on March 30 – April 3, 2004, we established Georgian National Association for Animal Production (GNAAP) and became a member of the EAAP and now we represent Georgia in this organization. Georgian Government and Parliament greatly support our Association. Nowadays GNAAP establishes regional association for animal Production to have a direct relation with farmers sector for the monitoring their problems and activities locally and to take part in the breeding and selection works. On July 16-22, 2004, Mr. Arunas Svitojus visited Georgia and took part in the work of GNAAP.  He held two regional short WS in the districts of Senaki and Dmanisi, where the farmers adopted the Memorandum and defined the main priorities:

· To create at least two animal artificial insemination stations according standards for the quick rehabilitation and development of AnGR in Georgia both East and West;

· To establish education centers on basis of these stations for preparing high-qualified specialists on technical and management issues.

The different district farmers of Georgia join this Memorandum today as well. 

On 20-22 July, in Tbilisi was held the meeting for South Caucasian countries on   "Development of AnGR Network in CEE Countries and Establishment of AnGR Panel in the Agroweb Internet Portal". With initiative, Arunas Svitojus and our Association was added the AnGR Panel in the AgroWeb, where there is information about Georgian AnGR and our Association. Georgia is pioneer by this line and   is coordinating South Caucasian countries. This base is systematically renewing by the new information. Nowadays, joined to this initiative as South Caucasian as Some European countries. On this WS was established AnGR Forum was created for changing information, opinions and new ideas between AnGR member countries. We hope that our effective working and cooperation in Cyberspace will help of AnGR development. On this Meeting Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijani AnGR National Coordinators adopted the Memorandum:

To establish:

· coordination group for Caucasian countries responsible for development and      implementation of AnGR sub- regional projects and programs;

· common strategy for development of AnGR sub- portal in Agro Web Network;

· sub- regional information database in Agro Web network.

To contribute and participate in:


· Works for creation Caucasian Regional Biodiversity Book.

We are already collaborating on the issues of AnGR rehabilitation and protection and hope that we will continue collaboration with other developed countries of Europe. We actively participate in the creation of Caucasian Regional Biodiversity Book and prepare the information and photo gallery about Georgia.

The geopolitical condition and political situation in Georgia caused the necessity in the Caucasus of creating regional center of Caucasus countries.

One of the most important tasks of GNAAP is to create National programs for the protection of AnGR diversity in the country. We organized the creation of the National Counseling Committee that will coordinate this activity. National Counseling Committee consists of following members:

· Scientists from the different Universities;

· Representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture;

· Representatives from the Parliament of Georgia;

· Representatives from the Farmers Sector.  
Information about country and Georgian Genetic resources . 
Georgia is located in the Caucasus at the crossroads of Asia and Europe on the northern periphery of subtropical zone between the northern latitude of 41-420 degrees and eastern longitude of 40-460 degrees (Greenwich meridian). Georgia is an eastern gateway to the Europe along with other states of the South Caucasus-Azerbaijan and Armenia. Georgia has the unique conditions for the development of Agro tourism. From this point of view, it can become one of the leading countries. 

In terms of modern borders, total area of the country territory is 69,7thousand sq. km. Georgia is washed by the Black Sea from the West, borders on Azerbaijan – from the East and South-East and the Russian Federation-from the North. The southern geographical boundaries run along the Minor Caucasus mountain range and separate Georgia from Turkey and Armenia. 
Georgia is an agrarian country. Agriculture is of a vital importance in the Georgian economics, and its share in GDP is about 21%. About 1,3 million people are employed in this sector, which is 55% of the total employment of the country.

The significant agricultural fields in the economy of the country are: husbandry (vegetable growing, potato-growing, viticulture, tea-growing, citrus-growing, fruit-growing, tobacco-growing) and livestock (cattle-breeding, swine-breeding, sheep-breeding, poultry, rabbit-breeding, bee-keeping, goat-breeding, horse-breeding, fish-breeding). 

Formation of market relation structures in the agriculture of Georgia, creation of new type of enterprises, redistribution of  agricultural output in the private sector, principally new representation of consumers market under free trade conditions require carrying out reforms in the state statistics. In fact, the material-technical base and agricultural equipment must be re-established.

The structure of agricultural land ownership underwent a significant transformation at the first stage of the agrarian reforms. After the land reforms, about one million families became the owners of nearly 30% agricultural land.


Animal breeding is one of the oldest fields of agriculture of Georgia. 


From 1990, the transition from the centrally planned on the market economics caused crisis that, on its part, became the reason of reducing the level of the agricultural animal’s amount, their productivity and animal production industry.

There is a little amount of AnGR in the country: Georgian mountain cattle, Megruli red cow, Imereti sheep, Tusheti sheep, Georgian mild wool and half-mild wool fat tail sheep, Kakheti pig, Straw-colored and Megrula hen, Georgian turkey, Javakheti goose, Unique  Georgian bee, Tusheti and Megruli horse.


 The extinction of local breeds will cause the great damage in the country because these breeds distinguish greatly from other cultural ones. These characteristics of the local gene foundation cattle had formed by the result of national selection that is going during many centuries. 


The last fifteen years there is nothing done for the save and conservation of AnGR in the country, that caused present disastrous results. According to the structural view, the breeding activity does not exist in the country; material-technical base and great livestock population of breeding cattle are destroyed. The professional level of the breeding activity specialists does not satisfy the modern requires. Feeding base is worse and in fact artificial insemination net is destroyed. The animal insemination is going chaotically, without any control, by the bulls of unknown origin, of law productivity and unsafe of diseases. Only several farmers work by the norms close to standard, who acquired the qualification in Europe. 


 One of the most important achievements in zoo-technical science of the 20th century is the creation of Caucasian nut-brown species on the base of the joint work of Caucasian scientists. This is the only one sort in the country, from which milk the Swiss cheese is made on the Alpine pastures. During the period of public farming, the Caucasian nut-brown sort consisted more than 90% of cow total livestock population that was economically justified. For example, according to the data of 1990 there were 1,1mln. livestock, between them 330 thousand cows. Nowadays in Georgia the amount of Caucasian nut-brown sort is more than 95% of cow total livestock population, but their productive indicators does not suit the standards of the species.. It was almost impossible to identify animal species according to the phenotype (except of some farm industries). Our expert Mr. Arunas Svitojus was sure in this once more during visiting Georgia. GNAAP is working on the creation of the farmers union who breed Caucasian nut-brown and local Georgian species, for making easy to revive these sorts shortly. 

According to our data, the same situation is in South Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaidjan) about the Caucasian nut-brown sort. On the historical example of Caucasian scientists union, the National Coordinators on AnGR in these countries determined to start joint work for revival and completion of Caucasian nut-brown sort. To overcome the crisis created in the animal breeding of these countries is impossible without scientific support. Our joint operations makes it easy to solve this problem, that is why I propose to create Regional Counsel of Caucasian nut-brown sort which will assist to solve this problem together.

Nowadays, the farmers sector of Georgia suffers crisis. The Agriculture Ministry of Georgia and Animal Breeding Department could not provide the complete decision of animal sector issues, the regulation of animal breeding activity, the support of productivity increase, protection of AnGR, even giving technical advices, not to say anything about the financial problems. Today the role of international Organizations in Georgia is very important in AnGR rehabilitation and protection, in feed safety problems and in the improvement of population existing source. Georgian Agriculture Ministry certainly realizes the importance of the animal breeding sector rehabilitation and development, but there is a lack of correspondence between their requests and possibilities. 

The aim of our Association is to form common strategy for the rehabilitation and development of AnGR in Georgia. GNAAP works in the conflict zones. We created The Association for Animal production of Gali District (Abkhazia) to assist the farmers in the conflict zone. 

Today our association together with Georgian farmers hopes that we will start the quick rehabilitation of AnGR and development of animal breeding sector together with your great support. 
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