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1. Primary activities undertaken during the past year 

A lot of attention has been paid for raising public awareness and pointing the attention to problems connected with managing and conservation of genetic resources. 

The 7th Baltic Animal Breeding Conference was held in Tartu, Estonia, April 17-18, 2001.

The Estonian breeds are included in several Nordic-Baltic research projects: “Origin and Diversity of North European Sheep Breeds”, “Analysis and Comparison of Genetic Diversity in Cattle Breeds of the Northern European Area” and “Molecular Genetic Characterization of Cattle and Sheep Genetic Resources for Maintaining Future Animal Breeding Options”.

The Estonian Native Horse Conservation Society was founded in 2000. A preservation area for the Estonian Native horse was created in 2001. 

A programme “ Restoring of Estonian Quail Genetic Resources” was compiled.


The performance recording of goats and electronic identification of horses was started in 2001.

The number of animals of endangered breeds is stable, but the number of livestock (excluding the number of sheep) and poultry is diminishing continuously.

The cow, ewe and she-goat, and native cattle subsidies were paid to the owners by the State. The owners of endangered breeds were supported via breeding organisations, as well.

Within the frame of environment protection programmes the owners of animals are paid subsidies by environment funds for pasturing animals in meadows and coastal pastures.

2. Primary activities planned for the coming year

Further development of the national farm animal data bank.

The Agricultural Census will be carried out in 2001. 

Continue collaboration for characterisation of Estonian farm animal breeds by DNA markers and investigation of evolutionary relationships between Baltic and Northern European farm animal breeds.

Compilation of Estonian Report for the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources.

Update the Estonian data at the EAAP Animal Genetic Data Bank in Hannover.

3. The status of data on Estonian national genetic resources

The data about Estonian breeds in the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (DAD-IS) were updated in 1999. The data will be updated again within compilation of Estonian Report for the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources. 
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