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A new committee for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Denmark was established in December 2003. The committee was appointed by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fishery and members represent breeders of national breeds, universities, research institutes, agricultural organisations, and the Ministries of Food, Agriculture, Fishery, Culture, and Environment. 

The work of the committee aims at securing biological diversity, cultural and historic inheritance and the traditional landscape. The vision of the committee is formulated as “conservation through partnerships”. The committee recognizes that successful animal genetic conservation work must include different stakeholders such as breed organisations and society in general. Main responsibilities for the committee are:

· Coordination of conservation work of farm animal genetic resources in Denmark 

· Administration of subsides for breeders of national breeds

· Establishment of cryo-conservation programme

· Advise to breeders about management of farm animal genetic resources

· Information to society about management of farm animal genetic resources

Main activities for the committee in 2004 include:

· Establishment of formalised agreements between breeding organisations and the committee with respect to conservation strategy for national breeds.

· Develop strategies for cryo-conservation. The existing gene bank mainly contains genetic material from cattle. It will be extended over the next four years to contain genetic material from other species (horse, pig, sheep and goat).  

· Promote the use of old national breeds in landscape conservation projects in order to facilitate combined conservation of genetic diversity.

· Information activities about AnGR to breeders, other people interested in conservation of animal genetic resources, and society including:

a. further development of existing homepage

b. organisation of courses about conservation of AnGR.

