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NFP for Farm Animal Genetic Resources - Czech Republic

Annual activity report 2003

SoW Country Report

The release of Czech Country Report on State of Farm Animal Genetic Resources became the main activity of the NFP.  During  the first half-year 2003 there were last dicsussions, ammendments and specifications made so that the report could be formally submitted by the Ministry of Agriculture to FAO within July 2003.  

The way the SoW – reports process  has been designed and followed truly helped us to find a new approach to the AnGR issue, mainly to attract first-hand stakeholders free of interposition of associations´ personnel.  During the discussions we were able to make clear about their priorities,  and let them to propose the best possible strategy for the breeds´ preservation and utilization. 

We gained also some information about other endangered breeds not yet listed in the legal documents, and we are now taking  steps to change the situation.

Legislative progress

Consolidation of the AnGR legal status was the next most important issue of the NFP. The new Act on Plant Genetic Resources and Micro-organismes came into force in June 2003, making a good starting point for a proposition of an AnGR Act. The first draft version has been discussed during the plenary session of AnGR Council in March 2003. 

Databases

For the needs both of our National Programe on Genetic Resources, National CBD Clearinghouse Mechanism and ERFP Information System we are working out a national information database on AnGR.  Basically, the DB has two parts : 

· register of supported animals, containing all the information we need to fulfill given statutory order on individual animal level - animal identification, birth data, parents´numbers, progeny list, owner(s) through its lifetime - and additional info related to the National Program (genebank blood sample, kryopreserved  insemination doses, available photo etc.) 

· register of other information sources (studbook records, historical registries,  photographs, papers and specific publications)

 For this purposes,  we started also to gather information and documents related to traditional knowledge (preserved as a cultural heritage) and special techniques of animal products utilization. 

Public awareness

Due to extensive promotion  plan  (we organized information and presentation stand on two National and International farm animal shows held in the Czech Republic and a small exposition in co-operation with the first Prague City genetic park) we are noting increased interest on keeping national breeds among country people, and assisting to establish the second “genetic park” close to  the rural open-air museum at Bohemian Upland.  An educational video/DVD film is beeing produced for junior, high and technical  schools. For the primary and nursery schools,  other relevant brochres were prepared.

Cryopreservation

Based on some recommendations presented during the Paris-SIMA Workshop, we revalued and  remodeled the sampling procedure for the 2003 season. However,  there are still some discussions about ownership and disposal rights on cryopreserved material, as   that has  been acquired with the state support.

During the last period we also succeeded to collect a plenitude of DNA smples for description and population analyses.

Activities planned for the next year 

The main task resulted from the SoW process is to help farmers in managing a reasonable utilization of local breeds allowing to overcome expected subsidy shortcut – it means to design a method of “sustainable improvement” for every breed.

The second activity will be pointed at gathering more indormation to the National CBD CHM Database, mainly on breeds kept here but not included into the National Program.

Co-operation sought

For the research section of the National Program we urgenly seek for a co-operation in collecting and exchange of DNA samples for continuation of description and distancing studies, especially on the red cattle, goats and sheep. We are able to follow FAO-recommended procedures and standards and possess capacities to elaborate required amount of analyses.    

Vera Matlova (NC)

Prague, June 30th 2003 
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