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Activities undertaken during the past year

As consistent with the National programe long-term outline, in the year 2001 concervancy procedures for species/breeds have been modified for the next period (2002-2005). The modification resulted from a necessity to adjust to the new philosophy and trends of the EU policy (support of rearing farm animals of local breeds indigenous to the area and in danger of extinction under  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1750/1999 of 23 July 1999 laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 on support for rural development). Therefore breeding strategies should maintain and improve breed characteristics in such an extent which would support their utilization in certain production systems, maintaining the environment in the given area. That way they become less dependent on a direct state subsidy (headage payment scheme).

For all of 33 recognized and supported breeds of cattle, sheep, goats, horses, rabbits, nutrias, poultry, freshwater fish and bees a referee group  elaborated the methodology and activities plans to the 2005.  These were subjected to an expert opponency and discussed on November 30th during AnGR Board meeting.

For this year there were some new activities initiated, which we plan to extend more in the future period (2003 – 2005). The first one is to carry out a series of comparison tests on production environment stress resistance in local breeds of poultry.

In November, a member of AnGR Board has participated on the State of the World´s AnGR Process training workshop in Foulum, Denmark. To implement all activities required by the process, the National consultative centre within the National Focal Point  must have been framed and extended (see the scheme).  Backup materials and question forms were prepared along the training pack provided by FAO,  discussed during a working meetings and disseminated to all people involved.     

In  February  2002,  the  new  National  Coordinator  for  the Management  of  Animal

Genetic Resources has been nominated and obliged to manage elaboration of the Sow – AnGR Country Report.

During the very first phase of the SoW Country Report preparation we gained some information which led us to enhance ex-situ conservation activities. Firstly, there are evident signs that in situ rearing is primarily subject to subsidy payment duration and secondly, whatsoever subsidy will not save some breeds  (two breeds of rabbits, red cattle) from extinction because of dimnishing breeder´s pool.  

Within the National program there were established two special instituions:

The National cryobank, intended for the reproductive material (semen doses, embryons) storage determinated mainly to the long-perspective exploitation, i.e. breed reconstruction, improvement, future biotechnology methods application. 

During 2001, following numberes were stored :

Red cattle – 7 200 ID + 50 embryons

Red spotted cattle – 11 500 ID +  706 embryons

Prestice pig – 220 ID

Sumavka sheep – 350 ID+  212 embryons

Kryoconservation of freshwater fish semen is continuous.
The Research Institute of Animal Production (RIAP) gene bank, intended mainly for research and study purposes, containing mainly blood and/or DNA samples.  .

Any commercial use is out of the question, by contrary  an international co-operation and exchange within future supranational scientific and/or research purposes is welcome.

Analysing the data we obtained during the SoW Country Report preparation, we stated the low level of a public awareness about the AnGR cause. Therefore a more advertising and  information is needed. For this reason a project of „genetic park“ with a co-operation of a City farm SRAZ (NGO) is being prepared, designed to be an eduactional and therapeutic centre especially for children. 

To the better information of public there is a new webpage prepared (invited by  the RIAP webpage).

Within the National Focal Point  a database (founded in the year 1999/2000) of all registered and supported AnGR animals has been continuously completed. Other separate database is  operated at RIAP gene bank which includes additional data on molecular genetic analyses, and some other data gained within research acivities (detailed data on milk components for example). These were targeted mainly to protein polymorphismus in local goat, cattle and sheep breeds ((-S1 and (-casein, (-lactoglobulin, prolactin). 

The financial support has been carried in 2001 for those animals :

	breed
	Number of supported animals in  2001

	Red cattle
	83 dams + 23 other

	Red spotted cattle
	8 dams of targeted mating

	Sumavska 
	1913 ewew + 79 rams

	Valachian sheep
	118 ewew + 12 rams

	White shorthaired goat
	2182 does

	brown shorthaired goat
	566 does

	Prestice pig
	339 dams + 40 sires

	Starokladrubsky horse
	84 mares

	Silesian norik
	114 mares

	Czech belgain horse
	85 mares  

	Hucul horse
	93 mares

	Czech white goose
	170 geeses

	Czech gold brindeled hen
	256 hens

	Rabbits (7 colour breeds)
	1167 animals

	Nutrias (3 colour breeds) 
	171 animals

	Fish (9 breeds)
	47 shoalsflocks

	Carniolan bee
	395 hives


During June 2002 the State of the World´s AnGR country report draft is discussed within consultative groups and after the conclusions are adopted (NCC meeting will be held on July 19th), the material will be submitted to the Agricultural Departement of the Czech government to approve.

For the coming year  

we plan following activities :

· To increase the information and promotion drive to acquire more awareness of public and potential sponsors

· To carry the AnGR issues be included into scientific and research projects and grants supported  by the National Grant Agency

· To intensify harvesting of genetic material and broadenning its spectrum (oocytes, stem cells, tissues)

· To extend a molecular testing and description of breeds. In this respect we would appreciate more co-operatin or co-ordination and material exchange at least within regions sharing similar breeds. We have already opened a dialogue with colleagues from Slovakia, Croatia, Slovenia  and Germany but unfortunately, there is yet not much interest expressed. 

· To organize more comparative test on specific  local breed characters (resistance, hardiness, feed conversion)

· To adjust our databases to a certain concerted form. A design of such a compatible DB at least within European countries (breeds – production systems ?) should be the highest priority in a near future.  

Prague, June 25th 2002 

Vera Matlova

National Coordinator

8th NCs Workshop – Cairo on August 30th – 31st, 2002 – page 32

