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The process of Czech agricultural transformation started in 1990 by a total change of property ownership relationships in this sector of national economics. Today is 26 % of total agriculture land under farming of private persons, 73 % under farming of co-operatives or  other companies and 1 % belong to the state (institutes, schools, etc.). An average of  acreage of private farms is 42 ha and under this sector is 20 % of cow population. An average acreage   of co-ops and other farms is 1236 ha with 515 dairy cows ( total 80 % of dairy cows and 89 % of pig populations).

The participation of agriculture on national gross income is 3,1 % and is lower in comparison to 1990. On the other side a number of permanent workers in agriculture is only 4 % from human population  (1990 - 9,8 %). Between effects of transformation of our agriculture is a lower exploitation of agricultural land and reduction of livestock production. This is not to drastic by poultry and pigs but it is very significant by cattle and sheep. Sheep breeding has been reduced to 23 % and cattle breeding to 45 % in comparison to the year 1989. Proportionally has been reduced also consumption of milk (259 kg p.c in 1989 to 214 kg p.c. in 2000) and beef (24 kg p.c. in 1989 to 12,1 kg p.c.in 2000).

At the same time a major change in the breed structure of dairy cattle was started resulting in a fall in number of the original Red and White dual purpose cattle. During the last decade the average production of milk recorded cows increased by 1550 kg milk. However, a total number of cows dropped by more than 50 %. The most pronounced decrease was observed in purebred Red and White (Fleckvieh or Simental type) cows because most of this population is being graded up particularly by Red Holstein and Ayrshire. Today the mentioned original Red and White population amounts only to 40 thousands cows.

 Therefore it was included in the Animal Genetic Resources of the Czech Republic. With regard to high milk production (5286-4,31-3,41), very good meat production and disease resistance of this breed, the programmes were developed to preserve this resource ex situ (semen and embryos) and also to expand its number in situ.

In the Czech Republic we have today 5 breeds of dairy and 9 breeds of beef cattle. In addition to it we have 14 breeds of sheep, 7 breeds of horses, 6 breeds of pig, and couple of  breeds  of goats, poultry, rabbits, nutrias, fishes and bees.

Simultaneously with this evolution and intesification  of production we don´t forget on protection and utilization of genetic resources of farm animals. Czech Republic at 1993 ratified the Convention of Biological Diversity which significantly contributed to the protection  all endangered breeds of farm animals and support their breeding for human nutrition  and agriculture development. Generally we have in Czech Republic 20 breeds endangered breeds of cattle, horses, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry, rabbits, fishes and nutrias. 

Therefore the Ministry of Agriculture  of Czech Republic appointed the Research Institute for Animal Production to carry out of this task. From 1995 is realized  the National Programme for the Preservation and Utilization of Genetic Resources of farm animals, fishes and bees. The program include the methodological projects for  the local and endangered breeds. Each breed project has its own responsible guarantee, through which the Advisory Committee and the National Co-ordination  Centre co-operates under contract with the appropriate institute or association of breeders.

The most used form  of preservation is the method in situ. In addition, cryogenic preservation is also used  by cattle (semen and embryos),  horses (semen) and sheep (semen).

In the whole process  the financial support from the Ministry of Agriculture  equivalent to approximately to  1/2 million Euro per year is very important. The NCC has a big part  in preparation of rules for financial  support for breeders.

A special support is ready to use  for  identification of registered nutrias by electronic chips.

The National Co-ordination  Centre keep the National Database of Animal Genetic Resources and under it is formulated  the suggestion for financial support to individual breeders. The National Database  is also used for watching of new animals coming to the list of  the Animal Genetic Resources.

It is necessary to mention that regularly each 5 years we attend to authorization of metodologies concerning the Animal Genetic Resources by each breed.. Such an authorization will be done at November of this year.

NCC closely co-operate with the Ministry of Environment  of Czech Republic in building of Czech National Agro-envi Program.

This year we started also a close cooperation with OECD on determination of Agri-Biodiversity Indicators.

For the establishment of ERFP  in 2000   Czech NCC organized the contribution of 4000 EURO which has been send to Rome, under the instruction from FAO / EAAP.

A special attention is concerned in to direction  of presentation Czech results and activities in protection and utilization of AnGR. We helped to authors of  the book Pig Genetic Resources in Europe (EAAP publication NO. 104, 2001 ) with contribution concerning our native breed Prestice pig.

This year has been  presented two scientific  contribution  at international forum -   Conservation of AnGR in Czech Republic (EAAP meeting in Budapest)  and further on another presentation has been at International Symposium Biotechnologia 2001, organized by South Bohemian University in Ceske Budejovice (CZ). Two another articles concerning AnGR has been published in Czech scientific journals.

The meeting of National committee for AnGR will be on beginning of December 2001 and the Final Annual Report  will be on the program.
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