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Introduction

The number of indigenous breeds of farm animals in Cyprus is very small.  The introduction of foreign breeds has led to breed substitution and as a consequence, for certain species, like cattle and sheep, the existence of indigenous breeds is at risk.  On the other hand, some of the imported breeds have adapted to the local conditions and have contributed to substantial increases in productivity, though in general, they require improved management and feeding.  The issue of management, conservation and utilization of animal genetic resources has received much attention during the last decade and both governmental and non-governmental bodies have been involved in relevant projects.

Current position of the management of AnGR

1.  Local cattle

A government project provides for the in-situ conservation of the local cattle breed.  Registered breeding cows and bulls are subsidized yearly with US$112 and US$160, respectively, while purebred newborn calves US$65.  During 2001, 103 cows, 13 bulls and 62 calves were subsidized for in-situ conservation, mainly in the Pafos district, compared to 71 cows, 6 bulls and 16 calves five years earlier (1997).  These figures indicate a considerable increase in the number of purebred local cattle.

2.  Local sheep

A government project provides for the in-situ conservation of purebred Cyprus fat-tailed sheep.  Sheep farmers partgicipating in the project are obliged to maintain purebred local ewes that must be mated to local rams.  Subsidies paid amount to US$16 and US$24 for ewes and rams, respectively.  During 2001, a total of 502 ewes and 26 rams in 7 different herds that are distributed in all districts of the island were subsidized.  These numbers are lower than those identified in 1998 (650 ewes and 60 rams) when the project started.

The local cattle and sheep projects are implemented by the Department of Agriculture in cooperation with the Agricultural Research Institute.

3.  Local donkey

The non-governmental organization “Friends of the Cyprus Donkey” operates a sanctuary at its headquarters in Vouni village where 110 animals are kept.  In the same place, there is an information and education office disseminating information about the Cyprus donkey to schools, media, members of the society etc.  The organization has recently carried out a census according to which there are only 2175 donkeys in the area under government control.  Furthermore, for most of these animals there is no breeding plan with the consequence of few births being recorded every year. 
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