Programme for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources

Summary report (Budapest, 24-25 August 2001)

BELGIUM

(S. Van den Maegdenbergh, D. Winandy – Ministère des Classes Moyennes et de l’Agriculture)

1. Activities of the past year

· Participation in the National Co-ordinators’ orientation workshop hold in Rome on 31 August – 2 September 2000 for preparing the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources.

· Participation in the meeting of the European Committee of genetic resources on 6 November 2000 in Brussels for discussing the problem of the breeds of farm animal in danger of extinction.

· Participation in the Brussels Meeting on 26 June 2001 for discussing about the EU support of local breeds in danger of extinction.

· Program for sustaining the local breeds threatened with extinction (EC Regulation 1257/1999) : the Walloon Region’s and the Flemish Region’s programs were discussed and finalised; the problem of the definition of the eligible threatened breeds remains. 

· Updating the Belgian records of some breeds in the FAO database. 

2. Activities planned for the coming year

· The priority is to clarify the future situation of the National focal point, due to the recent political decisions on the regionalization of a part of the agricultural topics.

· Due to the same reason, the process for preparing the Belgian part of the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources have to be transferred as soon as possible to another partner. The situation on this level is quite unclear.

· Clear definition of a breed threatened with extinction has to be accepted by the European Commission before the end of 2001. The regional authorities in charge with the programs for sustaining the local breeds in pursuance of the EC Regulation 1257/1999, are still waiting for an indisputable updated list of concerned breeds on basis of the new EC provisions.
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