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STRATEGIC PRIORITY AREA 1: CHARACTERIZATION, INVENTORY AND 
MONITORING OF TRENDS AND ASSOCIATED RISKS 
 
       
Actions undertaken during the past year 
In the Austrian EFABIS database all important pig and sheep breeds are now available 
completely with population data.  
 
The yearly monitoring of rare and endangered breeds (Table 1) the trend shows increasing 
populations in all breeds save in the “Altösterreichisches Warmblut”. The increase of inbreeding 
per generation currently is well below 1% in most breeds.  
 
The “new” breeds Pinzgauer Strahlenziege and Pfauenziege were genetically distinguished and 
found to show sufficient genetic distance from other Austrian goat breeds to be adressed as 
independent breeds. 
 
The new compulsory recording scheme shows first results in cattle proving the good beefing 
abilities of rare breeds and their suitability as suckler cows in less favoured regions. For the 
Murboden cattle this together with the exceptional meat quality was the founding stone of a 
breeding program to develop a semi extensive beef breed for Austrian Alpine and Pre-Alpine 
pastures. 
 
For the first time a survey of old Austrian chicken breeds was done resulting in alarmingly low 
numbers of “Altsteirer weiss”. The biggest Austrian NGO dealing with rare breeds was asked to 
present conservation plans for poultry breeds. 
 
Actions planned for the next year 
The Austrian EFABIS will be completed for goat, cattle and where appropriate horse breeds. 
 
An old Alpine goat breed the “Blobe Ziege” will be characterized genetically and matched 
against the other Austrian goat breeds. 
 
We await the results of the cattle characterization project for pied cattle breeds in Austria at the 
end of 2008 distinguishing for the first time all commercial and rare Austrian cattle breeds 
genetically and calculating genetic distances between them. 
 
 
 












	AUSTRIA
	Actions undertaken during the past year
	Actions planned for the next year
	Actions undertaken during the past year
	Actions planned for the next year
	Actions undertaken during the past year
	Actions planned for the next year

