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New structure in Denmark

In 2006, the Ministry of Food, Agriculture & Fisheries decided to analyze the organization of the work area: Genetic resources within the field of responsibility of the Ministry. The analysis covered farm animals and plants and clearly showed that the area would benefit from being reorganized. Based on of the report, the Ministry decided to gather all working areas, by establishing a new Centre for Genetic Resources in one of the Ministry’s own directorates (Plant Directorate). The decision was executed 1 august 2007. The Centre will address both national and international work on conservation of plant and farm animal genetic resources.

In immediate continuation of the report on organization, the Plant Directorate and the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences (Research Centre Foulum) started to work on future plans for the area. This work is now finished, and the outcome is published in the report: Conservation of Danish plant and farm animal genetic resources; visions – strategies – landmarks. Both the Committee for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources and the Committee for Plant Genetic Resources have had the opportunity to discuss the report, to add comments and to suggest changes.

The vision and strategy report gives an extensive overview of the work area. It describes already existing action plans for both areas, but even more important, it sets a visionary landmark for the future work with plant and farm animal genetic resources.

Sustainable conservation of genetic resources is included in the strategy for the first time. A ‘sustainable main stream farmer’ focuses on economy, environment and landscape. In the future, it is the strategy that conservation of genetic resources should rely on the same 3 focus points, whenever possible.

The inclusion of sustainable conservation as a part of the strategy, results in new work areas. In addition to traditional conservation work, the new Centre for Genetic Resources should look into the pros and cons that arise from establishing niche productions by selling excess meat, milk, eggs etc. In Denmark, there is a great progress in niche productions, demanded by a still growing group of consumers willing to pay for food – with a story of origin.

The second new work area for the Centre for Genetic Resources is to examine the possibility of developing Rural Development programmes in order to financially support breed associations for endangered breeds, to support registration work etc. There is already a programme running to support demonstration projects, where the aim is to show how to grow different old fashioned vegetables.

Accomplished tasks

The present Committee for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Denmark was appointed in December 2003 by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture & Fisheries. The members of the Committee represents breeders of national breeds, universities, research institutes, agricultural organisations, The Ministry of Culture (Danish Agricultural Museum), The Ministry of Environment (Danish Forest and Nature Agency) and finely the Ministry of Food, Agriculture & Fisheries. The latter member is also the chair of the Committee and the Centre for Genetic Resources will be the secretariat of the Committee.
During 2006, the Committee held 4 meetings, and in 2007, there have also been held 4 meetings (up to 15. of august 2007).
In 2005 the Committee had an ‘open idea competition’. The purpose was to reach and to inform people in general. Two proposals were chosen and the projects are now ready.

First, the Committee supported a proposal about building an internet site containing information on endangered farm animals in Denmark.

The second project receiving money was ‘Randers Rain Forrest Centre’. Their idea was to show people, who visit the ‘Rain Forest’ their own landscape re-establishment project (Vorup Enge), which is located far away from the ‘Rain Forest Centre’. The money was used to buy web-cameras, screens, to develop software and information. The screens are now placed in the ‘Rain Forest Centre’, and show live ‘pictures’ from Vorup Enge, where old Danish farm animals are grazing in the summer time.

In 2006, the Committee supported a project, mapping out existing partnership agreements in Denmark on environment and landscape caring.

The 11 breeding organisations for threatened breeds, who signed cooperation agreements with the Committee in 2005, are all beginning to work very well. Each year, the Committee financially support the organisations.

Subsidies to breeders of national breeds of horses, cattle pigs, sheep and goats are also administrated by the Committee. In 2007, around 1.100.000 kr. (approx. 14.667 €) were paid to 140 breeders.

In November 2006 the Committee arranged a 1 day -course with the title “Perspectives of the Danish Farm Animals’. The course was very well evaluated.

Each year, a very detailed work plan for the work within farm animal genetic resources in Denmark is published. This was also the case for 2006 (and 2007), and the plans can be downloaded from the Committee website:  www.genres.dk (in Danish - sorry).

Future activities

According to national rules, a new Committee should be appointed in November 2007, but only minor changes are expected.
Also, in November 2007, the Committee arranges a course for breeders of endangered farm animals. This time, it will be a 2-day course, and the agenda will be information about the new structure, the future strategy, and a visit to Grambogaard (dairy cattle) who runs a successful niche production.
Initial steps have already been taken to examine the possibility of establishing a ‘safety’ herd for the endangered geese, ducks and hens in case of bird flu in Denmark. The work on this project will continue in the nearest future. 

The new work areas (niche productions and rural development programmes), introduced by the new strategy which includes sustainable conservation will also be a priority in 2007/2008.

By reintroducing the newsletter GENRES, relevant information and announcements of future arrangements, will be published. The ambition is to publish 3-4 issues per year.

Modernization and further development of the homepage www.genres.dk will also be addressed in the future.
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