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The national herd of dairy cattle, pigs and sheep is still decreasing. Numbers of goats and poultry are unchanged. Only horses for pleasure riding and driving are increasing. 

All endangered breeds are stabile or increasing (Table 1). Compared to the general development in animal breeding the trend in endangered breeds proves the efficiency of the conservation programs. Inbreeding in highly endangered breeds is kept under control by strict mating programs. As a side effect pedigree quality is improving steadily as shown by the rising index of completeness (VI) in all breeds.

Some endangered breeds are developing into good alternative breeds for extensive production. Problems may arise where markets for special products do not exist. As a successful example of creating and marketing a new product the Waldschaf Tweed Project was submitted as a case study for the new OECD handbook of market creation for biodiversity. 

Furthermore endangered breeds are used more and more in landscaping and projects of nature protection. 

The Austrian Society for Gene Conservation (ÖNGENE) celebrated her 20 years anniversary with a joint scientific meeting with the DAGENE (Society for Gene Conservation of Danubian Countries) at the 8th and 9th September in Wels. The Austrian system of “Arche farms” keeping endangered breeds in situ but at the same time presenting them to visitors and the “Textilwerkstatt Haslach” linking a socio-economic project employing disabled workers with the production of “Waldschaf Tweed” a high quality product from an endangered breed was presented at a field trip. At the Agricultural Fair for the first time all 27 endangered farm mammal breeds were shown as well as some endangered breeds of poultry. Approximately 50.000 people visited the show  Evaluation of second ÖPUL running. Positive for endangered AnGR.

The genetic distancing project in sheep funded partly by the ÖNGENE was finished (Genetic distancing of sheep breeds in the eastern Alpine region). All endangered breeds can be distinguished by genetic markers. One breed (Alpines Steinschaf) is split in Montafoner Steinschaf and Alpines Steinschaf. The new genetic distancing project will be on Austrian goat breeds.

Table 1    Development of Austrian farm animal population and of endangered breeds 

	 
	2000
	2002
	 
	 
	2000
	2002

	Cattle (x 1.000)
	2155
	2067
	 
	Sheep (x 1.000)
	339
	304

	endangered breeds (x 1,0)
	 
	 
	 
	endangered breeds (x 1,0)
	 
	 

	Pinzgauer
	4220
	4195
	 
	Braunes Bergschaf
	449
	618

	Tiroler Grauvieh
	3770
	4053
	 
	Kärntner Brillenschaf
	678
	1043

	Kärntner Blondvieh
	469
	440
	 
	Krainer Steinschaf
	231
	279

	Murboden
	742
	1012
	 
	Alpines Steinschaf
	27
	63

	Original Braunvieh
	58
	99
	 
	Montafoner Steinschaf**
	no data
	69

	Tux-Zillertaler
	237
	402
	 
	Tiroler Steinschaf
	1822
	1870

	Pustertaler Sprintzen
	18
	28
	 
	Waldschaf
	408
	616

	Ennstaler Bergschecken
	25
	44
	 
	Zackelschaf
	93
	132

	Waldviertler Blondvieh
	274
	385
	 
	
	2000
	2002

	
	2000
	2002
	 
	Goat (x 1.000)
	56
	58

	Horses (x 1.000)
	81
	no data
	 
	endangered breeds (x 1,0)
	 
	 

	endangered breeds (x 1,0)
	 
	 
	 
	Gemsfarbige Gebirgsziege
	625
	986

	Shagya Araber
	110
	141
	 
	Pinzgauer Ziege
	153
	228

	Lipizzaner
	96
	133
	 
	Tauernschecken
	182
	173

	Österreichischer Noriker
	2808
	3005
	 
	Steirische Schecken*
	no data
	27

	Altösterreichisches Warmblut 
	15
	14
	 
	
	
	

	Altösterreichischer Huzule
	39
	34
	 
	* in program since 2001
	
	

	 
	2001
	2002
	 
	** in program since 2002
	
	

	Pigs (x 1.000)
	3440
	3305
	 
	
	
	

	endangered breeds (x 1,0)
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Mangaliza (schwalbenbäuchig)*
	31
	67
	 
	
	
	

	Turopolje*
	11
	37
	 
	
	
	


