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Activities Undertaken During 2005 – 2006


1. This has been an important period for FAnGR policy in the UK. Our independent steering committee has successfully produced and submitted to Ministers a National Action Plan for FAnGR, which is a culmination of recommendations rooted in the 2002 UK Country Report.

The Plan and its recommendations were accepted by UK Ministers in June 2006 and will shortly be published. The Plan supports the view that the range of livestock breeds in the UK is a valuable asset, providing fundamental tools for sustainable development in the livestock sector in the post CAP reform era. The Plan also considers the impact of a wide range of Government and devolved Government polices affecting FAnGR and paints the landscape picture of UK FAnGR today. 

In total, the Plan makes 38 recommendations to Government that broadly fit in the following summary actions:


a. To maintain an advisory National Standing Committee to better inform the public, industry and policymakers

b. To improve the collection, quality and availability of information and data on FAnGR

c. To scientifically characterise and evaluate FAnGR to provide robust levers for their sustainable use

d. To support the prioritisation, development and implementation of projects to conserve FAnGR

e. To provide a co-ordinating function and support the furtherance of Genetic Resource thinking in other areas of Defra 


The UK is in the process of  establishing the NSC as a standing non-departmental public body. 


2. There have been a number of Government policy areas where FAnGR thinking has been taken forward:

· Animal Disease control: An electronic register has been produced for the purposes of the FMD Directive, which provides special measures for FAnGR at risk. In addition, definitions of ‘rare breeds’ for the purposes of the Avian Influenza Directive have been discussed. A decision is expected to be taken in August. 

· Rural Development:  In 2007, the Higher Level Scheme in England will assist the conservation of indigenous, locally-adapted and rare breeds of sheep, cattle, goats, pigs and equines as a secondary objective. Options relating to conservation of genetic resources will be included where they also contribute to one or more of the scheme’s primary objectives. In the case of farmed livestock, options supporting the aims and objectives of the National Action Plan on Farm Animal Genetic Resources will be particularly encouraged. Similar programmes will operate in Wales and Scotland and the National Steering Committee will be asked to provide technical advice for all administrations.

· Zootechnics: Defra has been involved in a Commission review of legislation affecting bovines, with the aim of maintaining flexibility for breed societies whilst protecting the integrity of breed definitions.

· GRFA: A web portal has been piloted to provide a gateway to UK GRFA, including AnGR. The portal demonstrates that Genetic Resources information can be sought via a single access point, without needing to physically assimilate and maintain relevant data. A select number of data repositories can be searched through the portal and a second phase of development is being considered based on stakeholder and Government requirements – including any linkages to EFAB-IS and a new UK Inventory.


UK interests in the Calls for Action under the EU Genetic Resources Regulation

The UK has encouraged interested parties to submit proposals under the two Calls for Action and provided guidance where needed. The UK has committed to support 3 AnGR projects pending the outcome of the Commission’s assessment procedure.

Priorities for 2006/07

1. The main priority will be to implement the accepted recommendations of the National Action Plan, in partnership with our advisory committee and wider stakeholders.

2. The UK National Co-ordinator will be active in any projects that are successful under the Genetic Resources Regulation, and in any discussion at the European level on a future Regulation.

3. In the Beef sector, there will be growing opportunities for UK exporters to trade in live breeding animals and genetic material. The UK NC and NSC will have a particular role to play in monitoring and advising as appropriate. 
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