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I. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN DURING JUNE 2005 - SEPTEMBER 2006

National AnGR Conservation Programme

The Animal Genetic Resources Conservation Unit, established in January 2005 in the National Research Institute of Animal Production in Balice is fully operational. Director of the Institute, Prof. dr hab. Jedrzej Krupinski has been the head of this Unit since January 2006. At present, nine specialists are responsible for supervising implementation of conservation programmes for each species/group of species and interactions with breeders. 

The AnGR Network consists of Advisory Board and nine thematic Working Groups. In 2005, Working Groups were involved in evaluation and revision of the conservation programmes for horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, fur animals and bees. By June 2006, revised conservation programmes for majority of species have been approved for implementation by the Director of the Institute. In January 2005, conservation programmes for Malopolski horse and Silesian horse were initiated in lights of the continuous decreasing of population size of these native breeds. In 2006, the preparation of the conservation programme for Wielkoposki horse has been initiated; there are also efforts undertaken to include several coloured varieties of nutria and two additional lines of carp in conservation programme in 2007. 

The National Focal Point carried out monitoring and inspection of herds, flocks and apiaries involved in AnGR conservation activities. The Working Group on cattle genetic resources had a field trip visiting herds of Whitebacked cattle in Lublin region. The restoration of this native Polish breed was initiated in 2002; the programme is progressing well and Whitebacked cattle population is increasing. 

Financial resources for National AnGR Conservation Programme
In 2005-2006, the in-situ conservation subsidies for breeders were provided from two sources:

· Measures included in agri-environmental programme (package G01), (Rural Development Programme framework) for cattle, horses and sheep. 

The Animal Genetic Resources Conservation Unit is responsible for analysing application of breeders willing to participate in the genetic resources conservation programme (mainly pedigree and herd information) and issuing relevant confirmation documents. These documents are necessary for breeders to submit their application to participate in agri-environmental programme to the implementing agency (ARMA), responsible for payments.

The G01 package covers following breeds:

Cattle: 

Polish Red cattle and Whitebacked cattle

Horses: 

Polish Koniks, Huculs, Małopolski horses and Silesian horses

Sheep: 
Polish Heath sheep, Swiniarka sheep, Olkuska sheep, Colour variety of Polish Mountain sheep, Colour variety of Polish Merino sheep, Uhruska sheep, Wielkopolska sheep, Zelazna sheep, Korridel,  Kamieniecka sheep and Pomorska sheep.

· State measures for animal breeding development within annual budget of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development for remaining species: pigs, poultry, fur animals, honey-bees and fish.

The Institute continued responsibilities related to implementation of conservation programme as in 2005, in the case of the remaining species.

Activities related to gene banks

In the reporting period, activities of animal gene bank were limited to support for collection of the semen of the Polish Red and Whitebacked cattle and fish genetic resources. 

Cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

· National Focal Point contributed to preparation of Ministry position on EC regulations related to rural development programme for 2006-2017 (EC 1698/2005) and following implementation regulations;

· National Coordinator has participated in the work of the Advisory Body on Implementation of Agri-environmental Programme established by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Develpment, from July 2005 till now;

· National Focal Point coordinated preparation of proposals for funding of animal genetic resources programmes within the scope of Agri-environmental Programme, 2007-2013 (following Article 36 and 39 of EC 1698/2005). The proposals covered all species currently included in the conservation programme and a few additional breeds requiring initiation of conservation measures.  The proposals were prepared by specialists from Animal Genetic Resources Conservation Unit. The National Focal Point was in charge of coordination and interaction with the Ministry. By February 2006 proposals for all packages on conservation of animal genetic resources were submitted to the Ministry. Since then, they have been progressively amended in lights of successive discussions with the staff from the Rural Development Department.
· Following decision of the Ministry in June 2006, that only major species (cattle, horses, sheep and pigs) will be included in Agri-environmental Programme 2007-2013, the preparation of proposals for financing in-situ conservation of poultry, fur animals, honey-bees and fish using state aid were undertaken.

· National Coordinator has been involved in further work on development of the National Strategy on Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Rural Areas’ Biological Diversity.
· On request of the Ministry of Environment National Coordinator was involved in consultation on EU positions related to WG ABS, and the COP8 that were developed during successive WPIEI meetings
· National Coordinator represented Ministry of Agriculture during the 8th Conference of the Parties the Convention on Biological Diversity. Poland introduced the reference to the SoW process and the International Technical Conference on AnGR to the statement of EU what was reflected in the final decisions of the COP8.
· Following request of Ministry of Environment, the National Coordinator participated in preparation of 3rd National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity in cooperation National Foundation on Environmental Protection. 
International Cooperation
· In the reporting period the National Focal Point contributed to further work and conclusion of the EFABIS project, participating in 3 working meetings;

· National Focal Point participated in preparation of project proposal coordinated by the European Association on Animal Production "The research training network “ Training in Fields Related to Utilisation and Conservation of Autochthonous Farm Animal Genetic Resources” within the Marie Curie-Skłodowska framework;
· The NC contributed to preparation of Animal Genetic resources subportal at Agroweb Poland homepage;
Cooperation with NGOs

National Focal Point continued providing support in implementation of projects/activities carried out by the NGOs that include AnGR component. 

· National Coordinator chaired a session related to AnGR during the conference "Agricultural biological diversity" organized by GEF/SGP in Sekocin 8-10 February, 2006. The aim of the conference was to summarise GEF financed projects addressing agro-biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.

· National Coordinator participated in the board evaluating projects proposals submitted for financing in the contest "Biodiversity conservation a chance for development of the rural areas" organized by the Foundation for Rural Development Support. 23 selected projects obtained financing, 9 of them were focussing on AnGR utilisation.
Education and public awareness issues

· Preparation of a special Exhibition of Native Breeds during XX National Animal Show POLAGRA-FARM in Poznan on 6-9 October 2005. The Exhibition included presentation of livestock, promotion of native breeds and their products as well as panel discussions on conservation programmes for given species; the exhibition was extremely well received by breeders and the public. In total 36 breeders have presented 97 animals of cattle, pigs, horses, sheep and fur animals; 18 flocks of poultry (laying hens, geese, ducks) and honey bees. At the Exhibition few individuals of Karpaty goat ware presented to support efforts for breed restoration, initiated in 2005. A seminar "Biodiversity in Agri-environmental programme" was organized to facilitate breeders' understanding and participation in G01 packages.  

· The National Focal Point, in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture provided several lectures during training courses for advisory services that are involved in implementation of the agri-environmental programmes.

Meetings participation

· National Coordinator chaired a session related conservation of animal genetic resources during the annual meeting of Animal Genetics Departments of Agricultural Universities held in Warsaw, 1-3 September 2005;

· The National Focal Point staff participated in a conference to celebrate 70th anniversary of establishment of Pulawy pig breed herdbook organized by POLSUS on 18 September 2005; 
· National Coordinator participated in the international conference ”Options and strategies for the conservation for farm animal genetic resources” convened by the System-wide Genetic Resources Programme of the CGIAR, FAO and AGROPOLIS , 7 – 10 October 2005, in Montpellier, France;

· National Coordinator participated in the final EFABIS workshop, 28-30 April, 2006 in Hanover, Germany.
II.  PRIMARY ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR THE COMING YEAR
· Finalisation of proposals for financing animal genetic resources conservation programmes in 2007-2013 (Agri-environmental programme and state aid)

· Implementation and monitoring of conservation programmes;

· Preparation for the 4th session of the ITWG-AnGR and 21st session of CGRFA and the first International Conference on AnGRin September 2007.

· Contribution to finalization of the National Strategy on Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Rural Areas’ Biological Diversity, by 2006;

· Preparation of a special Exhibition of Native Breeds during XXI National Animal Show POLAGRA- FARM 2006 in Poznan, in October 2006; 

· Publishing of publication on Polish native breeds by October 2006;

· Contribution to Agroweb network and other information sharing initiatives.

