Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Ireland – 2004/2005

The management of animal genetic resources for food and agriculture in Ireland is co-ordinated by the Department of Agriculture and Food with the assistance of a National Advisory Committee. Animal identification, registration, characterisation and genetic evaluation are carried out by industry-based organisations, which are officially approved under national legislation.  A modest budget is available to grant aid research and development activities for genetic resource conservation. 

In-situ conservation of endangered local breeds (Kerry cattle, Irish Maol cattle, Dexter cattle, Galway sheep, Connemara Pony, Irish Draught horses and the Kerry Bog Pony) are aided under EU Commission Regulation (EC) No 445/2002 {Programme known as REPS III in Ireland}.  In addition, the Kerry cattle breed is aided under a national scheme.

1. Activities undertaken in the past year (2005):
· The annual meeting of the National Advisory Committee for the management and conservation of genetic resources for food and agriculture took place in March 2005. 

· A National Conservation Strategy Plan was established to develop a long-term conservation plan to include the Kerry Cattle, Irish Draught, Connemara Pony and Galway Sheep. This plan is operated by the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation and includes a five-stage conservation, Literature Review, Study of Breed Structure, Evaluation of conservation options, Development of the preservation strategy and Preparation of Final Report. 
· A project aimed at ensuring the conservation of the Kerry cattle breed continued. This project selects Kerry bulls for ex-situ conservation on the basis of mean kinship. The use of these bulls will minimise the loss of genetic diversity in the Kerry breed. In 2005, semen from 2 Kerry bulls was collected and stored.

· A project was initiated to collect semen from rare lines of Irish Draughts and to carry out an education and awareness campaign for breeders on inbreeding in the Irish Draught population.
· A breed website for the newly established Kerry Bop Pony Society was developed. www.kerrybogpony.ie
· Year two of a project on the molecular characterisation of the Kerry Bog Pony population continued. 
2. Primary activities planned for the coming year (2006):
· Continue the National Conservation Strategy for the long-term conservation of domestic animal genetic resources. To date, a significant amount of work has been carried out on the Irish Draught Horse phase of the project, work on the Kerry Cattle and Connemara Pony sections will continue in 2006.

· Continue the collection of semen from Kerry Bulls.

· Inbreeding analysis of the Kerry Bog Pony population and provision of mating advise to breeders.

· Rare breeds festival held in Killarney National Park in June 2006.

3. REPS III

In-situ conservation of endangered local breeds is supported in the new REPS III scheme under Supplementary Measure 3 (Conservation of Animal Genetic Resources).  The objective of this Measure is to encourage farmers to rear animals of specific breeds native to Ireland that are in danger of being lost to farming. Farmers can avail of an annual payment of €200 per livestock unit subject to certain terms and conditions.  The following breeds are eligible: Cattle: Kerry, Dexter, Irish Maol; Equines: Connemara Pony, Irish Draught, Kerry Bog Pony and Sheep: Galway.

4. Official Recognition of the Kerry Bog Pony Society

In 2005, the Kerry Bog Pony Cooperative Society was officially approved as the organisation to maintain the studbook of origin for the Kerry Bog Pony breed. The Kerry Bog Pony is an extremely rare breed, with approximately 50 breeding females and 20 breeding males. Further information can be obtained at www.kerrybogpony.ie
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