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Activities undertaken during the past year in the frame of AnGR

Running in-situ and ex-situ conservation projects 
The management and conservation of the Farm Animal Genetic Resources in Greece is co-ordinated by the Ministry of Rural Development and Food and supported financially by EU. The activities concerning characterisation, conservation, collection and utilisation of the farm animal genetic resources are undertaken in close co-operation with the Agricultural Universities of the country. Ex-situ conservation of sufficient numbers of the locally adapted sheep breeds is undertaken on Agricultural Stations, which are supervised by the N.AG.RE.F (National Agricultural Research Foundation).
The breeders association for the Skyros pony has been established.
Activities aiming to support the establishment of breeders associations for the local breeds are on going. 

Administration and legislation issues


Subsidized, at the beginning under the regulation 2078/92 and later under the regulation 1257/99, are: 1 Buffalo, 2 Cattle, 13 Sheep, 1 Goat and 5 Horse, breeds. 
A project has been initiated for the monitoring of the scrapie at national level, where all the rams and selected females of high productivity from the breeds that are under milk control and from the sheep breeds that are subsidized under regulation 1257/99 will be genotyped. The project has started from the region of Epirus.

Meetings Participation - International Cooperation

The NC and the scientists collaborating with the Greek National Focal Point have participated to numerous national and international events related to the Farm Animal Genetic Resources, including between others, the EAAP Congress (Uppsala, June 2005), the RBI Global Conference (South Africa, October 2005), the biannual Conference of the EAAP Mediterranean Workshop (Santarem, Portugal), the SAVE Workshops on “Rare and Missing Breeds in Balkans” (in Agrino, Greece and in Pernik, Bulgaria 2006) and in several activities in the EFABIS framework.
In national level participation in several meetings and publication of material related with the management and conservation of FAnGR to local journals, aiming at the stimulation of public awareness.
Research undertaken relevant to the Animal Genetic Resources of the country

The National Focal Point and its associates, is directly involved in the following ERFP projects:

· Planning the implementation and administration of a database for AnGR 
· European Cryo -conservation of Heritage Sheep Breeds – Scoping Study, 
· Possible way of conservation the multipurpose Tsigai and other indigenous sheep breeds in Central- Eastern European and Balkan counties
· Brachycerous Cattle
· Development of indicators for AnGR
Also the National Focal Point is involved in three proposals submitted under EU Regulation 870/04.

Primary activities planned for the coming year

In the frame of the EU regulation 1257/99 concerning the production of biological products and the Common Agricultural Policy, the authorities of the Ministry of Agricultural Development and Food, non governmental organizations, local administrative officials and representatives of the scientific community of the country have stress their intention to initialise and implement several studies and pilot projects for the most appropriate utilization and evaluation of the local breeds of farm animals. They will also focus on convincing and supporting the livestock breeders for establishing organizations for the preservation of the indigenous breeds.  

Furthermore, in the frame of international cooperation the following activities are prioritized: 

· Development of tools and methods for evaluating, monitoring and tracing the origin of local AnGR and their products

· Diversification of breeding objectives in connection with the livestock production systems

· Identification of the main socio-economic trends and the needs of the society 
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