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Recent Activities on Farm Animal Genetic resources
Germany (July 2006)

1. National Management Plan for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Animal Genetic Resources in Germany (National Programme)

The National Programme was established in 2003. The following priorities are being pursued:

1. implementation of routine monitoring of animal genetic resources in Germany (monitoring)

2. systematic national cryoconservation programme (ex-situ conservation)

3. live conservation depending on endangerment status (in-situ conservation)

4. preventive measures in case of epidemic disease.

1.1
Monitoring

The National Inventory on Animal Genetic Resources (www.genres.de/tgrdeu) is being up-dated using the latest poultry stock report as published by BDRG in 2005 and the herdbook livestock numbers of all breeds as collected from the animal breeding organisations annually.

The revised Animal Breeding Act includes a new section on the monitoring and subsequent in-situ and cryoconservation measures and thus emphazises the importance of animal genetic resources. The Act will come into force in 2007.

In order to stress the importance of the monitoring as a first step in the conservation of animal genetic resources and further explain the procedure and data required, all relevant animal breeding organisations resp. their umbrella organisations were invited to workshops: the Umbrella Association of German Pig Production (Zentralverband der Deutschen Schweineproduktion e.V., ZDS), the German Cattle Breeders Federation (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Rinderzüchter e.V., ADR) the German National Equestrian Federation (Deutsche Reiterliche Vereinigung e.V., FN) plus representatives of the data recording company Information Systems of Animal Production (Vereinigte Informationssysteme Tierhaltung w.V., VIT). 

Rabbit and poultry do not come under the Animal Breeding Act. Since rabbit and poultry breeding lie mainly in the hands of a few internationally operating companies which have their own conservation strategies, the main focus of action is on the hobby associations organised in the umbrella associations German Association of Poultry Breeders (Bund Deutscher Rassegeflügelzüchter e.V., BDRG), the Central Association of German Rabbit Breeders (Zentralverband Deutscher Kaninchenzüchter e.V., ZDK) and the Society for the Conservation of Old and Endangered Livestock Breeds (Gesellschaft zur Erhaltung alter und gefährdeter Haustierrassen e.V., GEH). 

The Federal Government solicited quotation to establish routine monitoring systems for all species mentioned above while discussions with experts are under way to define the parameters needed to determine the endangerment of a breed. 

In order to try to find a solution from a different angle a model project is planned taking sheep and goat breeds as an example.

The Federal Government budgeted € 2 m annually for the realisation of monitoring projects on agricultural diversity. Three of five projects on monitoring of animal genetic resources (poultry, rabbits and pigs) come now in call for tender and will start soon.

1.2
Ex-situ conservation 

Plans for a National Genebank for Animal Genetic Resources were discussed at the annual assembly of the ADR. Organisational and financial issues were discussed between representatives of the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection, the Federal Research Institute (FAL), the Artificial Insemination Society Neustadt a.d. Aisch (Besamungsverein Neustadt. a.d. Aisch e.V.) and the Information and Coordination Centre of Biological Diversity from the Federal Agency of Agriculture and Food. Further development and course of action will by and large depend on the participation of the Länder governments.

1.3
In-situ conservation

The Federal Government budgeted € 1.5 m annually for the realisation of model projects on agricultural diversity. Since the financing is relevant to the “Community guidelines for State aid in the agriculture sector” the projects had to notified. Three out of six projects notified so far have been approved:

Breeding Programme for the cattle breed Murnau-Werdenfelser (Murnau Werdenfels), start: 01.06.2006

· Scrapie Resistance Breeding Programme for the sheep breed Bentheimer Landschaf (Bentheim), start: 01.07.2006 

· Support for and sustainaible use of the goat breed Thüringer Wald Ziege (Thuringian Forest), start: August 2006

1.4
Preventive measures in case of epidemic disease 

This topic is very much depending on the results of the monitoring programme because it will supply the basic data such as regional distribution of endangered breeds which will serve as the basis for any kind of action plan. 

The spread of avian influenza gave cause to start the process for poultry, a workshop was held accordingly on 15.05.2006.

2. Society for the Conservation of Old and Endangered Livestock Breeds (GEH)

GEH celebrated its 25th anniversary in Hessisch Lichtenau during the 46th so-called „Day of the Bundesland Hesse“ (Hessentag).

The fair took place from 26.05. until 04.06.2006 where GEH also exhibited 35 endangered farm animal breeds from Germany and neighbouring countries. The exhibition included daily presentations in the ring and information on the breeds, their range of use and product qualities.

GEH together with BDRG published a common „Red List for endangered poultry“ approved by the Advisory Council on Animal Genetic Resources. 

As endangered breed of the year 2006 GEH chose the pig breed German Saddleback. 

In order to enhance the coordination of work on endangered cattle breeds in Germany GEH organised a workshop for the cattle breed supervisors. A first session was held 28. – 29.10.2005 which served as a first exchange of experiences and ideas between the supervisors. 

3. Meetings, fairs, anniversaries

3.1
70 years of Thuringian Forest 

The Association of Thuringian Goat Breeders (Landesverband Thüringer Ziegenzüchter e.V.) organised a Symposium to mark the 70th anniversary of the Thuringian Forest on 15.10.2005. The history as well as up to date information on the of the goat breed were summarised.

3.2
International Green Week Berlin

The International Green Week Berlin took place between 13. – 22.01.2006 with a special show of „Beef Cattle and Sheep Breeds: in line with market and environment requirements“ and the „3rd Federal Show of Indigenious Sheep Breeds“. 

3.3
Advisory Council on Animal Genetic Resources

The last session of the Advisory Council on Animal Genetic Resources was held on 13.06.2006. The focus was on monitoring and cryoconservation.

