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Activities from June 2005 to August 2006. 

 In 2006, BRG organizes a scientific colloquium and round table discussion gathering 250 French researchers and managers. During this meeting, around 30 projects, funded by BRG between 2004 and 2005, will be presented and discussed. It will be held in La Rochelle (October 2-5, 2006). All information around French genetic resources (plants, animals and micro-organisms) are available on BRG web site (http://www.brg.prd.fr).

 In the frame of this event, BRG will edit a new document on a new evolution of "Genetic Resources". This document comes from a work and discussions of its Scientific Commission. It gives a very interesting overview of the animal, plant and micro-organism genetic resources and their new impact in the field of biodiversity. In the first time, it will be available only in French. This document and others like "International Regulations, Conservation, Utilisation and Exchanges of Genetic Resources – Keys for the management of genetic resources" can be asked directly to BRG. Some of them can be directly downloaded on BRG web site (http://www.brg.prd.fr).

 Since 1996, France is fully committed to the follow up of the ERFP. As the ERFP secretariat, BRG is directly involved. This period has been important to set up the new secretariat. Greece was elected at the beginning of 2006 and a double secretariat was established until August. Now, all the elements were transmitted to Greece for this new 4 years period.

 The National Cryobank for the conservation of semen and embryos of domestic animal develops a new information system for the management of its collection. This database will be very soon available on the web.  

 Seventh edition of "Animal Genetic Resources in France – cattle, sheep, goat and pig." – 2005. This document will be available to the BRG, very soon. 

 In France, breeding methods for ruminants, pigs, horses and donkeys are governed by the 1996 livestock law. In 2005 – 2006, in accordance with the new EU regulations, this law was reviewed. The EU regulations come under 3 headings: 

· Health regulations and directives laying down the health conditions for trade in live breeding stock, sperm and embryos;

· Texts laying down the zootechnical conditions for trade in sperm, ova and embryos from purebred breeding stock. As a corollary, EU regulations also aims to harmonise the conditions under which herdbooks are kept and the methods used for evaluating the genetic value of breeding stock;
· Texts on the conservation and use of animal genetic resources.
France is in the process of establishing the new laws and regulations to fulfil the new orientations.

Activities planed for the coming year.

 New version of the French database on cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, rabbit and poultry breeds. This new development will not be in the frame of EFABIS programme which cannot take into account the various production systems using in France. Possibilities to transmit French data to European database and/or FAO database will be studied.  

 New version on the BRG web site will be open at the beginning of 2007.

 Development of a new working group for horses genetic resources. Development of a new database.

 Development of a new working group for dogs genetic resources. Development of a new database.

 Development of a new working group for bees genetic resources. Development of a new database.

 Development of a new database for rabbits.

 The main priority will be to implement the accepted project in the frame of EU Council regulation 870/2004. Collaboration with other countries to develop European Farm Animal Genetic Resources indicators in relation with the European Environment Agency (SEBI2010). 
 Participation to various international meeting and conferences.
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