National Focal Point for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Animal Genetic Resources - Czech Republic
Activity report June 2005 – June 2006
The most considerable fact about the AnGR matter during the period is the declaration of the new National Program for Conservation and Sustainable Use of Genetic Resources in Agriculture, resulting from the new legal regulation of breeding. The program reflects the latest trends and requirements in the AnGR sphere.

The new Breeding Act adopted in April 2006 after 2 years of negotiations with an active input of the National Focal Point contains individual section on genetic resources, and a new executive regulation to that section is being prepared just now. 
A model MTA for animal genetic material received and/or transferred by the gene bank (as a part of proprietary and IP rights regulations) and has been proposed to stakeholders and genetic material providers.

The Act ensures that activities needed for conservation and sustainable utilization of national genetic resources are budgetary supported. 
Implementation of specific measures planned under the current National Program for respective breeds (regular and continuous monitoring, coordinated management - breeding programs - of population’s in-situ, evaluation and description of utility traits) is supported by contracts with breeders associations and related institutions.
On a yearly basis, activities are enhanced for one selected species (breed) to advance or extend scheduled middle-term program. For the year 2005 the species in focus was poultry, for the year 2006 cool-blooded (draught) horses. 
Specific actions carried out:

· Inventarization and documentation of original Czech hybrid lines (hens, ducks, geese) and involvement of the poultry breeders association. These activities accelerated mainly in connection with the Avian Influenza outbreak worldwide, and a need of implementing an emergency plan for original poultry genetic resources became evident.
· A manuscript of the monograph on authentic national poultry breeds has been prepared (in press just now).

· Following number of discussions with cool-blooded horse keepers on the future chances, utilization and implicit breeding and selection requirements of draught horses, the   Cool-blooded Horses breeding and Training Centre    has been established and actually start working in November 2005. The centre elaborated an instructional textbook for a specific curriculum (keeping and training horse for draught and forestry) and is providing practical training courses. 

Current cryoconservation program with depots for semen, embryos and other genetic material is stepwise transformed into the new national cryoconservation program, appointed by the new National Program mentioned above.
A new working deposit of semen is being equipped to serve as a unit for periodical testing of stored material through testing insemination and the current DNA storage program is being extended by the somatic cells conservation program. 
To start up this program as a fully operational  (determination about what material in which amount  and  intervals has to be collected and stored, periodically check and completion plan, implementation of proposed MTAs and proprietary rights regulations for that material, operational and safe database) is a main target for the rest of 2006 and 2007.

Public awareness:   Presenting information about native and endangered farm animal breeds and influencing demand on their products is being executed mainly through specific programs hold on the Centre of ecological education (City farm and a developing net of farms within the country), and through lectures and extension presentations for schools and public.  A number of information and publicity materials is produced and distributed, expositions panels are presented at each correspondent actions (European Agrobiodiversity Day, Earth Day etc.) 
Activities planed for the coming year
 Improvement and completion of the new EFABIS database and implementation of the new CZEFABIS database  

 New version on the National Program web site 
 Development of the National Cryobank database.

 Coordination of national actions in the frame of EU regulations  and collaboration with other countries, including the non-European (CEE + Caucasus + Central Asia network)
 Larger integration of the AnGR issue into research and science programs and participation to various international meetings and conferences.
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