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I. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN DURING THE PAST YEAR 

· National AnGR Conservation Programme

Following a requirement of the new breeding law (Art. 21a of the amended bill of the 20th August 1997) the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development in the regulation of 9th June, 2004, identified the National Research Institute of Animal Production as the institution authorised to implement and coordinate activities on conservation of farm animal genetic resources.

On 1st January 2004, the Institute took over direct implementation of the conservation programmes in case of the cattle, poultry, fur animals, fish and honeybees. For remaining species: horses, sheep and pigs the implementation of conservation programmes was executed by breeders’ societies.  In total, in 2004, the Institute signed 90 contracts with relevant subjects implementing conservation programmes of populations of cattle, poultry, fur animals, honey bees and fish as well as annexes defining maximum number of animals included in the programme. For those species or group of species the classification of animals/bee families to participate in the conservation programme was carried out.  

In the second part of the 2004, the new rules and protocols on documents’ circulation for implementation of the conservation programme in 2005 have been developed. The need for new procedures resulted from the changes in the mechanism of financial support for conservation. Since January 2005, the in-situ conservation subsidies for breeders were provided from two sources:

· Measures in agri-environmental programme (package G01), within the Rural Development Programme in the case of three species: cattle, horses and sheep 

In 2005, the National Research Institute of Animal Production was entrusted with additional tasks and responsibilities related to implementation of agri-environmental programme. The Institute became responsible for analysing application of breeders regarding participation of their herds and individual animals in the genetic resources conservation programme and issuing relevant confirmation documents that are necessary to submit applications to the implementing agency (AiRMR – Agency for Restructuring and Modernisation of Agriculture) to participate in G01 package in agri-environmental programme.

The Go1 package covers following breeds:

Cattle: 

Polish Red cattle and Whitebacked cattle

Horses: 

Polish Koniks Huculs, , Małopolski horses and Silesian horses

Sheep: 
Polish Heath sheep, Swiniarka sheep, Olkuska sheep, Colour variety of Polish Mountain sheep, Colour variety of Polish Merino sheep, Uhruska sheep, Wielkopolska sheep, Zelazna sheep, Korridel,  Kamieniecka sheep and Pomorska sheep.

· Measures for animal breeding development within annual budget of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development for remaining species: pigs, poultry, fur animals, honey bees and fish.

In 2005, a special Animal Genetic Resources Conservation Unit was created in the Institute. The new Unit is being organized by Prof. Stanisław Wężyk who is also chairing the Working Group on Poultry Genetic Resources. The Unit consists of several persons responsible for implementation of conservation programmes for each species/group of species. They are directly responsible for implementation of the relevant conservation programme and interactions with breeders. 

Moreover, the new full-time post was created in the National Focal Point for Animal Genetic Resources in September 2004 and the NFP was joined by Ms. Monika Wesolowska.

During the reporting period, the Working Groups, responsible for particular species had regular meetings that were focussed on organization of the supervision over implementation of the conservation programmes, especially in the lights of the new dual financial mechanism to support conservation in the years 2005-2006. In the reporting period all breed conservation programmes have been re-visited, evaluated, and amended, as required  The new conservation programmes for Malpolski and Silesian horses have been developed in lights of continuously decreasing purebred populations of these two native breeds.

· Activities related to gene banks

In the reporting period, activities of animal gene bank were limited to support for collection of the semen of the Polish Red cattle and fish genetic resources. 

· Cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

· Contribution to further development and implementation of the Rural Development Programme, scheme G01 – Conservation of native animal genetic resources. The National Focal Point has been involved in preparation of all documentation regarding implementation of the G01 scheme. Ms Jaszczynska provided necessary training for advisory services.

· Dr Martyniuk has been involved in the work of the Advisory Committee for conservation and sustainable utlization of agricultural biological diversity in rural areas established by the Ministry of Agriculture and contributed to the development of the National Strategy on Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Rural Areas’ Biological Diversity. 

· In November 2004 Dr Martyniuk represented Ministry of Agriculture during the 10th session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

· In February 2005 Dr Martyniuk represented Ministry of Agriculture during the 10th session of the SBSTTA to the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
· Dr Martyniuk contributed to discussion on the development of the new regulation 1257/99 and preparation of the Polish position to the draft regulation proposed by the European Commission.
· International Cooperation 
· Polish representatives, Prof. Andrzej Drożdż and Dr Jacek Sikora were contributing data to the ERFP project: The Sheep Scoping Study led by Mr Sam Jones; 

· The NC participated in the ERFP project on Tsigai and other indigenous sheep breeds, managed by Sándor Kukovics and Kristaq Kume;
· The NC contributed to preparation of Animal Genetic resources sub-portal at Agroweb Poland homepage.
· The NPF representatives participated in three successive meetings (in Jastrzebiec, September 2004, Trenthorst, December 2004 and Popielno April 2005) within a German-Polish project managed by Anita Idel (Institut für Ökologischen Landbau (OEL-FAL) - Bundesforschungsanstalt für Landwirtschaft (FAL) Institute of Organic Farming Federal Agricultural Research Centre).The project focuses on identification and development of animal genetic resources that are suitable for organic production. The NFP contributed to the programme of all these meetings. 

· Activities related to databases and EFABIS project

In the reporting period a substantial progress has been achieved in the implementation of the EFABIS project, what was presented in the second annual report to the European Commission. Two Polish software engineers are currently working in Mariansse, Germany, in a team responsible for software development led by Prof. Eildert Groeneveld. The National Database has been already created and currently the interface to access the database is being developed following design of the European database interface.

· Cooperation with NGOs

National Focal Point continued providing support in the implementation of several projects/activities carried out by the NGOs that include AnGR component:

· Kurpie model of agricultural biological diversity as a contribution to in-situ conservation of AnGR and PGR, supporting development of local communities Civil Institute of Ecology - re-establishment of several Polish native breeds in Kurpie region. Initiated in 2002, continuation in 2004-2005.
·  Biodiversity conservation in Barycza Valley Lower Silesia Eco-development Foundation - establishment of Greenlegged Partridge hen flocks in small farms in the Barycza valley area and eggs marketing. Project was completed in July 2003. The Foundation continues agobiodiversity-related work aiming on introduction of other native breeds in their future projects. 
· Conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity in Wigry National Park. Project prepared by the „Conference of the Green Lungs of Poland Conservation Services” aiming at introduction of native breeds at private farms located within Wigry National Park; implementation initiated in 2003, continuation in 2005.

· Education and public awareness issues

· The NFP contributed to preparation of a special Exhibition of Native Breeds during XIX National Animal Show POLAGRA-FARM in Poznan on 7-10 October 2004. The Exhibition included presentation of livestock, promotion of native breeds and their products as well as panel discussions on conservation programmes for given species; the exhibition was extremely well received by breeders and the public. In total 52 breeders have presented 141 animals of cattle, pigs, horses, sheep and fur animals; 15 flocks of poultry (laying hens, geese, ducks) and honey bees. At the additional exhibition “Science for Practice” the progeny by transgenic boar, a cloned rabbit and heifers by sexed semen bred at research stations of the Institute were also presented.  

· The NFP-AnGR, in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture provided several lectures during training courses for advisory services that are involved in implementation of the agri-environmental programmes.

· Meetings participation 

· Ms Jaszczynska participated in three working meetings on EFABIS project (European Farm Animal Biodiversity Information System) – Zagaroza, October 2004,  Paris  March 2005 and Rome, April 2005.

· The NC participated in the 10th Workshop of the National Coordinators and the annual EAAP meeting  (Bled, September 2004).

· In September 2004, the NC participated in the conference organized by the Polish German Educational Centre of Brandenburg Academy in Schloss Criewan on Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Animal Genetic Resources) and presented lecture on conservation of AnGR in Poland and activities of the National Focal Point. Several members of the AnGR conservation team of the Institute also joined the conference. 
II. PRIMARY ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR THE COMING YEAR

· Implementation of conservation programmes in the lights of new responsibilities entrusted to the Institute, and relevant activities;

· Cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and contribution to development of the Agri-Environmental Programmes within the Rural Development Programme for 2007-2013 (inclusion of pigs and poultry and hopefully also all remaining species);

· Contribution to development of the National Strategy on Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Rural Areas’ Biological Diversity, to be completed by the autumn 2005;

· Preparation of a special Exhibition of Native Breeds during XX National Animal Show POLAGRA- FARM 2005 in Poznan, in October 2005. 

· Edition and publishing of publication on Polish native breeds after securing adequate financial resources (pending since 2003);

· Contribution to the of the portal on AnGR  at the homepage of the Institute

· Contribution to Agroweb network and other information sharing initiatives;

· Participation in the completion of the EFABIS project.

· Participation in SoW-AnGR process activities carried out by the FAO

