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Summary report (September 2004 – June 2005)
Research

· Improvement of protocols for freezing of semen (poultry, horses) 

· Development of a method for collection and freezing of epididymal semen (sheep, horses)

· Insemination experiments, using frozen (ejaculated and/or epididymal) semen (sheep, poultry)

· Analysis of genetic diversity in European cattle breeds, based on Marker-Estimated-Kinships, in collaboration with the Cattle GENRES consortium

· Comparison of methods to estimate kinships based on molecular markers (PhD study P. Oliehoek)

· Molecular genetic analysis of two Dutch rare sheep breeds (Schoonebeek, Kempen) aiming at support of the genetic management of these populations

Development of the Dutch gene bank for FAnGR (ex situ collections)
· 2004: ISO certificate for all CGN activities with special emphasis on gene bank related processes

· Collection of epididymal semen of rams and stallions
· Collection and freezing of semen from 60 roosters of Dutch rare poultry breeds

· Continuation of Intake of additional bull semen

· Distribution of approx. 100 doses bull semen to farmers with rare cattle breeds
· Implementation of the database for cryo-storage (CRYO-IS).

Policy advice

· Advice to the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture on new options for stimulation of in situ conservation of rare domestic animal breeds (in collaboration with the Dutch Foundation for Rare Domestic Animal Breeds)

· Advice to the Ministry of Agriculture on development of animal disease prevenation and eradication programs (i.e. FMD, scrapie, AI)
· Preparation of input from the Netherlands and co-ordination of European statements for the FAO-CGRFA

· Facilitation of a regional workshop in Asia, to explore the possibilities for a Regional Focal Point in Asia and for collaboration within Asia in general.

Plans next year (2005-2006), i.e.

· Continuation of semen intake of cattle, sheep and horse breeds on a regular basis
· Planning of collection and freezing of embryos, in addition to the semen collections (cattle)

· Research to improve freezing protocols for semen of stallions

· Optimization and further development of breeding programs and genetic management for small populations

· Coordination of and collaboration in two EU-projects under 870/04 (cattle, sheep)
